
WW1: REMEMBERING 

MEDWAY’S CASUALTIES

FOMA EXHIBITIONS AT 

MEDWAY ARCHIVES

Based on the De Caville index on the 

Foma website



FOMA WEBSITE ….foma-lsc.org
THE DE CAVILLE INDEX

An example of a page in Mick’s folders 
at Medway Archive



The original Spreadsheet for the index
2650 PAYNE Edward Ernest Wilson

Stoker 1st 

Class SS/117592 Royal Navy 23 30  Jun 1917 26 Henry St Rochester 26 May 1894 Rochester KEN ADM188/1123

HMS Cheerful s/o Thomas Henry 

& E J Payne of Strood; wife Hilda 

Daisy Strood St Nicholas Chatham Naval Memorial

1745 HOLLOWAY Thomas Charles Gunner 915536 Army 24 01  Jul 1917 87 High Street Rainham

D Bty 336th Bde Royal Field 

Artillery; s/o Joseph Thomas & 

Caroline

Rainham (St Margaret) 

Churchyard KEN

3756 WELLS Francis George Edward 39 01  Jul 1917 38 Richard Street Chatham no trace on CWGC

2309 MCDONALD John Murdo Deck Hand 14335/DA RNR 18 02  Jul 1917 BT 377/7/62060

Ocean Gift hired net drifter d. 

illness  RN Hospital Gillingham

Gillingham Woodlands Road; 

Grave Naval 1476

729 CLIBBON Harry James Sapper 23151 Army 04  Jul 1917 CN 25 Aug 1917 Strood KEN

Rochester St 

Margarets

839 COULING Frederick Henry Able Seaman 177892 Royal Navy 39 04  Jul 1917 14 Oct 1878 Lambeth SRY ADM188/293

 (R.F.R./CH/B/3089) HMS Vernon; 

d. RN Hospital Gillingham

Gillingham Woodlands Road; 

Grave Naval 1419

18 AKEHURST Ernest Archibald Pte 34846 Army 40 06  Jul 1917 9 King Street Gillingham

Tunbridge Wells, 

KEN

1st Bn Essex Rgt; s/o Alfred & 

Esther of Tunbridge Wells KEN; 

wife Harriett Sarah Ann Gillingham Bard Cottage Cmty

79 ARCHER George Henry BSM 25269 Army 30 07  Jul 1917 39 Burnt Oak Terrace Gillingham CO 4 Aug 1917

147th Siege Bty, Royal Garrison 

Artillery wife E.B. Archer of 23 

Frederick St, Neyland PEM Gillingham Barlin Comm Cmty

1388 GILBY William Thomas

Leading 

Signalman 230596 Royal Navy 07  Jul 1917 26 Mar 1887 Greenwich KEN ADM188/408 HMS Ettrick St George's Centre Chatham Naval Memorial

3624 VINCENT George Gunner 29294 Army 30 07  Jul 1917 Gillingham Gillingham, KEN

29th Siege Bty Royal Garrison 

Artillery; s/o Alfred & Sarah Ann Gillingham Lijssenthoek Military Cmty

3966 YOUENS Frederick 2nd Lt Army 24 07  Jul 1917 42 Luton Road Chatham

CN 27 Jul 1917   

& CO 4 Aug 1917   

CO 11 Aug 1917

13th Bn Durham Light Infantry; s/o 

Vincent & Lizzie Youens, of 

"Belgrave," 64, Desborough Park 

Rd., High Wycombe BKM VC

St Peter's Sch 

Rochester KEN

Railway Dugouts Burial 

Ground

3170 SMITH Arthur Pte 19962 Army 19? 08  Jul 1917

Fingringhoe, 

Essex Isle of Grain

9th Batt Essex Regiment; died of 

wounds France & Flanders Duisans British Cmty Etrun

122 AUSTEN Thomas Charles Barwick

Boy 

Telegraphist J/44773 Royal Navy 17 09  Jul 1917 09 Apr 1900 Ramsgate KEN ADM188/736

HMS Vanguard; s/o Charles James 

& Kate A of 52, Church St., St. 

Peter-in-Thanet,KEN St George's Centre Chatham Naval Memorial

145 BAKER Alfred Robert

Yeoman of 

Signals 191009 Royal Navy 36 09  Jul 1917 25 Jul 1881 Dover, KEN ADM188/326

HMS Vanguard; Robert & Alice 

Mary, of 78, Black Griffin Lane, 

Canterbury KEN

LS&GC 

Medal St George's Centre Chatham Naval Memorial

209 BARTY Bert PO Stoker 305563 Royal Navy 30 09  Jul 1917 Allhallows CO 28 Jul 1917 15 Feb 1885 Rochester KEN ADM 188/498

HMS Vanguard;s/o Edward & 

Mary Ann

Hoo St Mary 

Church/ Chatham 

Naval Memorial Chatham Naval Memorial

256 BEESON Joseph Cooper 295517 Royal Navy 09  Jul 1917 9 Cross St Chatham

CO & CN          28 

Jul 1917 6 Jun 1878 Nottingham NTT ADM188/478 HMS Vanguard;wife Ada Amelia

Chatham Naval 

Memorial Chatham Naval Memorial

272 BEMSON Joseph Royal Navy 09  Jul 1917 105 Sturla Road Chatham

Cannot find any further info on 

this man

Chatham Naval 

Memorial Chatham Naval Memorial

287 BENNETT William George ERA M/18041 Royal Navy 28 09  Jul 1917 18 Garden Row Chatham 18 Aug 1889 Rochester, KEN ADM 188/1054

HMS Vanguard; s/o of William 

Delce Rd Rochester KEN

Chatham Naval 

Memorial Chatham Naval Memorial

415 BRADLEY Albert Thomas Mechanician 309830 Royal Navy 30 09  Jul 1917 65 Albany Road Gillingham 8 Mar 1888 Hackney, LND ADM 188/506

HMS Vanguard; s/o Thomas & 

Sarah of Hackney LDN; wife 

Kathleen Mary

Gillingham/Chatham 

Naval Memorial Chatham Naval Memorial

520 BUGG Charles PO 190153 Royal Navy 09  Jul 1917 CO 21 Jul 1917 5 Jul 1881 Dinton, WIL ADM 188/324 HMS Vanguard

Gillingham/Chatham 

Naval Memorial Chatham Naval Memorial

567 BUTTERICK George William Telegraphist J/43846 Royal Navy 09  Jul 1917 2 Jun 1899 Hull YKS ADM188/734 HMS Vanguard ST George's Centre Chatham Naval Memorial

594 CARNEY Francis Boy 1st Class J/52303 Royal Navy 17 09  Jul 1917 06 Jun 1900 Gateshead DUR ADM188/751

HMS Vanguard; s/o Francis & 

Sarah, of 71, Monk St., Gateshead-

on-Tyne. DUR St George's Centre Chatham Naval Memorial

595 CARPENTER Albert Frank

Leading 

Signalman 227303 Royal Navy 31 09  Jul 1917 19 Apr 1886 Chelsea LND ADM188/401

HMS Vanguard; s/o Albert & 

Blanch, of 32, Bramerton St., 

Chelsea,LND St George's Centre Chatham Naval Memorial

667 CHILCOTT Cecil Osborne

Ship's 

Steward's 

Asst M/20613 Royal Navy 24 09  Jul 1917 28 Stopford Road Gillingham 7 Apr 1893 Plymouth, DEV ADM188/1059

HMS Vanguard; s/o the late 

Thomas & Sarah Louisa(now  

Armes)

Gillingham/Chatham 

Naval 

Memorial/Chatham 

Dockyard Memorial Chatham Naval Memorial



The De Caville entry page for Pte Frank Joyce, died 
31-7-1916, age 19



This example is one 
where we have yet to find 
a picture.

Sgt Major Archer 
Balcombe, of HMS 
Calliope, was lost at the 
Battle of Jutland, two 
months earlier than Frank 
Joyce

He has a memorial in the 
Sergeants’ Mess at the 
RM Barracks and is listed 
on the Chatham Naval 
Memorial



THE EXHIBITIONS
• FOMA was asked by Medway Archives and Local Studies to mount an 

exhibition each year to commemorate those from the Medway area 
who lost their lives in World War 1

• Each exhibition featured those that had died 100 years previously, 
with information about the events in which those lives were lost as 
well as some information about events at home.

• We featured as many photographs from old newspapers and 
almanacs as we could find.

• The exhibitons were researched and produced for display by FOMA 
committee members.



The first exhibition October/November 2014



The main loss of 
life in 1914 
affecting the 
Medway area was 
caused by the 
sinking of the three 
cruisers, 
HMS Aboukir, 
HMS Cressy & 
HMS Hogue in 
September 1914



The wreath we 
purchased from the 
British Legion which 
was displayed each 
year, in our 
exhibition. 
Recruitment and the  
Military & Naval 
hospitals in the area 
also featured
More pictures of 
men from the three 
cruisers that went 
down



The 2015 Exhibition

• In 1915 the two main campaigns were those on the Western Front and 
Dardanelles/Gallipoli

• The Western front battles included the 2nd Battle of Ypres, where gas was used 
for the first time by the German army, and those at Neuve Chapelle and Loos

• The Dardanelles and Gallipoli campaigns brought many casualties in both the 
Navy and Army.

• On the home front locally, recruitment drives continued and Air Raids began to 
appear, along with blackout regulations and adverts for air raid insurance.











Mementoes  
loaned to us by a 
FOMA  member of 
a relative who lost 
his life in 1915



2016 Exhibition

• The greatest loss of life to men in 1916 were the Battle of Jutland and 
the Somme campaign.

• Over 250 men lost their lives between July & November in the 
Somme campaign of whom we were able to find photos of about 70.

• Conscription featured large locally with many appeal panels hearing, 
and usually rejecting, requests to be exempt from being called up.

• The local VAD hospital work was also shown



1916
BATTLE OF 
JUTLAND



SOMME CAMPAIGN



CONSCRIPTION





2017 Exhibition 

• This exhibition on the events of 1917 was exhibited in the community 
area of the new Medway Archive Centre.  It was compiled as usual by 
FOMA members but the display screens were produced by the 
Medway Council Communications team, so were rather different from 
previous years.

• The Arras and Third Ypres campaigns and the sinking of HMS 
Vanguard in Scapa Flow caused the main loss of life to Medway men.

• In recognition of the founding of the Commonwealth Graves 
Commission in 1917, we also illustrated how the casualties were 
treated and the dead buried and commemorated.



BATTLE OF 
ARRAS

WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 
BATTLE FIELD 
CASUALTIES 

CWGC 
MEMORIALS



3RD YPRES
CAMPAIGN



HMS 
Vanguard 

HMS Spey

Various 
individuals



Some of the Photos of individuals.




