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Index of the Men of the
Medway Towns who died in
Word War One

by Michael de Caville 1946-
2010

Mick served in the army, with the

\
Middlesex Regiment, for a period in Michael De Caville

Northern Ireland, and this left him with

empathy for those who had given their lives in the service of
their country. He was drawn to the fallen of World War One
and over twenty-five years ago he began a quest to record
street by street the men of the Medway Towns who had died

during the Great War.

Before his premature death in 2010, Tessa Towner, the
Chairman of the Friends of Medway Archives (FOMA), promised
Mick that they would finish his work and publish in 2014 an
index to his research. In honour of this promise, and since
2010, FOMA has added to Mick’s work by incorporating all those
commemorated on any war memorial in the Medway Towns,
with the exception of the Chatham Naval Memorial. Names
from the latter can be found on the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission website 7

(http:/ /www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead.aspx).
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The original Spreadsheet for the index

2650 PAYNE

1745 HOLLOWAY

3756 WELLS

2309 MCDONALD

729 CLIBBON

839 COULING

18 AKEHURST

79 ARCHER

1388 GILBY

3624 VINCENT

3966 YOUENS

3170 SMITH

122 AUSTEN

145 BAKER

209 BARTY

256 BEESON

272 BEMSON

287 BENNETT

415 BRADLEY

520 BUGG

567 BUTTERICK

594 CARNEY

595 CARPENTER

667 CHILCOTT

Edward Ermest Wilson

Thomas Charles
Francis George Edward

John Murdo
Harry James

Frederick Henry

Erest Archibald

George Henry
William Thomas

George

Frederick

Arthur

Thomas Charles Barwick

Alfred Robert

Bert
Joseph
Joseph

William George

Albert Thomas

Charles

George William

Francis

Albert Frank

Cecil Osborne

Stoker 1st
Class

Gunner

Deck Hand
Sapper

Able Seaman

Pte

BSM
Leading
Signalman

Gunner

2nd Lt
Pte

Boy
Telegraphist

Yeoman of
Signals
PO Stoker

Cooper

ERA

Mechanician
PO

Telegraphist
Boy 1st Class

Leading
Signalman

Ship's
Steward's
Asst

SS/117592

915536

14335/DA

23151

177892

34846

25269

230596

29294

19962

J/44773

191009

305563

295517

M/18041

309830

190153

1143846

J/52303

227303

M/20613

Royal Navy

Army

RNR

Army

Royal Navy

Army

Army

Royal Navy

Army

Army

Army

Royal Navy

Royal Navy

Royal Navy
Royal Navy
Royal Navy

Royal Navy

Royal Navy

Royal Navy

Royal Navy

Royal Navy

Royal Navy

Royal Navy

23

24

39

18

39

30

30

24

19?

17

36

30

28

30

17

31

24

30 Jun 1917

01 Jul 1917

01 Jul 1917

02 Jul 1917

04 Jul 1917

04 Jul 1917

06 Jul 1917

07 Jul 1917

07 Jul 1917

07 Jul 1917

07 Jul 1917

08 Jul 1917

09 Jul 1917

09 Jul 1917

09 Jul 1917

09 Jul 1917

09 Jul 1917

09 Jul 1917

09 Jul 1917

09 Jul 1917

09 Jul 1917

09 Jul 1917

09 Jul 1917

09 Jul 1917

26 Henry St

87 High Street
38 Richard Street

9 King Street

39 Burnt Oak Terrace

42 Luton Road

9 Cross St
105 Sturla Road

18 Garden Row

65 Albany Road

28 Stopford Road

Rochester
Rainham
Chatham

CN 25 Aug 1917
Gillingham
Gillingham CO 4 Aug 1917
Gillingham

CN 27 Jul 1917

& CO 4 Aug 1917
Chatham CO 11 Aug 1917
Fingringhoe,
Essex
Allhallows CO 28Jul 1917
CO&CN 28

Chatham Jul 1917
Chatham
Chatham
Gillingham

CO 21 Jul 1917
Gillingham

26 May 1894

14 Oct 1878

26 Mar 1887

09 Apr 1900

25Jul 1881

15 Feb 1885

6Jun 1878

18 Aug 1889

8 Mar 1883

5Jul 1881

2Jun 1899

06 Jun 1900

19 Apr 1886

7 Apr 1893

Rochester KEN

Strood KEN
Lambeth SRY

Tunbridge Wells,
KEN

Greenwich KEN

Gillingham, KEN

Isle of Grain

Ramsgate KEN

Dover, KEN

Rochester KEN

Nottingham NTT

Rochester, KEN

Hackney, LND

Dinton, WIL

Hull YKS

Gateshead DUR

Chelsea LND

Plymouth, DEV

ADM188/1123

BT 377/7/62060

ADM188/293

ADM188/408

ADM188/736

ADM188/326

ADM 188/498

ADM188/478

ADM 188/1054

ADM 188/506

ADM 188/324

ADM188/734

ADM188/751

ADM188/401

ADM188/1059

HMS Cheerful s/o Thomas Henry
& E J Payne of Strood; wife Hilda
Daisy

D Bty 336th Bde Royal Field
Artillery; s/o Joseph Thomas &
Caroline

Ocean Gift hired net drifter d.
illness RN Hospital Gillingham

(R.F.R./CH/B/3089) HMS Vernon;
d. RN Hospital Gillingham

1st Bn EssexRgt; s/o Alfred &
Esther of Tunbridge Wells KEN;
wife Harriett Sarah Ann

147th Siege Bty, Royal Garrison
Artillery wife E.B. Archer of 23
Frederick St, Neyland PEM

HMS Ettrick

29th Siege Bty Royal Garrison
Artillery; s/o Alfred & Sarah Ann
13th Bn Durham Light Infantry; s/o
Vincent & Lizzie Youens, of
“Belgrave,” 64, Desborough Park
Rd., High Wycombe BKM VvC
9th Batt Essex Regiment; died of
wounds France & Flanders

HMS Vanguard; s/o Charles James
& Kate A of 52, Church St., St.
Peter-in-Thanet, KEN

HMS Vanguard; Robert & Alice
Mary, of 78, Black Griffin Lane,
Canterbury KEN

LS&GC
Medal

HMS Vanguard;s/o Edward &
Mary Ann

HMS Vanguard;wife Ada Amelia
Cannot find any further info on
this man

HMS Vanguard; s/o of William
Delce Rd Rochester KEN

HMS Vanguard; s/o Thomas &
Sarah of Hackney LDN; wife
Kathleen Mary

HMS Vanguard

HMS Vanguard

HMS Vanguard; s/o Francis &
Sarah, of 71, Monk St., Gateshead-
on-Tyne. DUR

HMS Vanguard; s/o Albert &
Blanch, of 32, Bramerton St.,
Chelsea,LND

HMS Vanguard; s/o the late
Thomas & Sarah Louisa(now
Armes)

Strood St Nicholas

Rochester St
Margarets

Gillingham

Gillingham
St George's Centre

Gillingham

St Peter's Sch
Rochester KEN

St George's Centre

St George's Centre
Hoo St Mary
Church/ Chatham
Naval Memorial
Chatham Naval
Memorial
Chatham Naval
Memorial
Chatham Naval
Memorial

Gillingham/Chatham
Naval Memorial
Gillingham/Chatham
Naval Memorial

ST George's Centre

St George's Centre

St George's Centre
Gillingham/Chatham
Naval
Memorial/Chatham
Dockyard Memorial

Chatham Naval Memorial
Rainham (St Margaret)
Churchyard KEN
no trace on CWGC

Gillingham Woodlands Road;
Grave Naval 1476

Gillingham Woodlands Road;
Grave Naval 1419

Bard Cottage Cmty

Barlin Comm Cmty
Chatham Naval Memorial

Lijssenthoek Military Cmty

Railway Dugouts Burial

Ground

Duisans British Cmty Etrun

Chatham Naval Memorial

Chatham Naval Memorial

Chatham Naval Memorial
Chatham Naval Memorial
Chatham Naval Memorial

Chatham Naval Memorial

Chatham Naval Memorial

Chatham Naval Memorial

Chatham Naval Memorial

Chatham Naval Memorial

Chatham Naval Memorial

Chatham Naval Memorial
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The De Caville entry page for Pte Frank Joyce, died

31-7-1916, age 19

Record Number:
Surname:
Forename(s):
Rank:

Service Number:
Served in:

Age at Death:
Date of Death:
Home Address:
Home Town / City:
Photo / Newspaper Records (if any):
Date of Birth:
Place of Birth:

National Archives Records (if any):

Miscellaneous Information of service (if any):

Awards Received (if any):

Memorial Inscription Location:

Burial Place (Cemetery):

Notes (if any):

2006

JOYCE

Francis (Frank) Rupert
Private

SP/2615

Army

19

31-Jul-1916

169 Maidstone Road
Rochester

CO & CN 26 Aug 1916 & CN Almanac 1917
31 Jan 1897

St Ives HUN

24th Bn Rovyal Fusiliers; sfo Frank & Mary Annie of Fern Bank Loose
Maidstone KEN

Sir Joseph Williamson's Mathematical School, Rochester & St Margaret
Rochester

Thiepval Memorial



This example is one
where we have yet to find
a picture.

Sgt Major Archer
Balcombe, of HMS
Calliope, was lost at the
Battle of Jutland, two
months earlier than Frank
Joyce

He has a memorial in the
Sergeants’ Mess at the
RM Barracks and is listed
on the Chatham Naval
Memorial

Record Number:
Surname:
Forename(s):
Rank:

Service Number:
Served in:

Age at Death:
Date of Death:
Home Address:
Home Town / City:
Photo / Newspaper Records (if any):
Date of Birth:
Place of Birth:

National Archives Records (if any):

Miscellaneous Information of service (if any):

Awards Received (if any):
Memorial Inscription Location:
Burial Place (Cemetery):

Notes (if any):

AN

%

No image available

We do not have a photo

of this person on our database.

166
BALCOMBE
Archer Willliam
Serjeant/Major
CH/15620
RMLI

29
31-May-1916
13 Reform Road
Chatham

CN 10 Jun 1916

17 Dec 1886

ADM 155/125

HMS Calliope; wife Dora of 98 Hythe St, Dartford KEN

Cross of St George (Russia)

Chatham Naval Memorial & Sergeants Mess R M Barracks

Chatham Naval Memorial




THE EXHIBITIONS

* FOMA was asked by Medway Archives and Local Studies to mount an
exhibition each year to commemorate those from the Medway area
who lost their lives in World War 1

* Each exhibition featured those that had died 100 years previously,
with information about the events in which those lives were lost as
well as some information about events at home.

* We featured as many photographs from old newspapers and
almanacs as we could find.

* The exhibitons were researched and produced for display by FOMA
committee members.



The first exhibition October/November 2014

LEST WE FORGET

45
¢ol ) -
cdl Memori i
p TR e

L)-es‘é{’é"fé:ged by

Michael de Caville
1946 2010

TIE DE CAVILLE INDEX
EXTRACT FROM THIL INDEX SHOWING INFORMATION FOUND.

e T L T ————————
fsrte—ttely




The main loss of
life in 1914
affecting the
Medway area was
caused by the
sinking of the three
cruisers,

HMS Aboukir,
HMS Cressy &
HMS Hogue in
September 1914

1430 men owt the (v es on B e thipn

Manrial in (e Vlagons in Fhekiamnd
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The wreath we
purchased from the
British Legion which
was displayed each
year, in our
exhibition.
Recruitment and the
Military & Naval
hospitals in the area
also featured

More pictures of
men from the three
cruisers that went
down

They shall not grow old,

as we that are left grow old:

Age shall not weary them,

| Atthe going down of the sun
and in the morning
We will remember them.

Men from
HMS Aboukir, Cressy & Hogue

who lost their lives on
September 22 1914




The 2015 Exhibition

* In 1915 the two main campaigns were those on the Western Front and
Dardanelles/Gallipoli

* The Western front battles included the 2"d Battle of Ypres, where gas was used
for the first time by the German army, and those at Neuve Chapelle and Loos

* The Dardanelles and Gallipoli campaigns brought many casualties in both the
Navy and Army.

* On the home front locally, recruitment drives continued and Air Raids began to
appear, along with blackout regulations and adverts for air raid insurance.



29% May 1915

Ratthe of Neuve-Chupelle (10-13 March 1915)
Wik anack taunched by the Hetish Army,
7 ‘\winte in the trenches seud reinforced with fresh troops, since the begin-

m& .

Masch four divisions, compeising 40,000 men, gathered on o sector of the front which was anly three
&‘ﬁhhﬁ“dﬂhuﬁm-—;—:ﬂnm!‘
Trom 342 guns, tyal Flying Carps.
™ dian Corps, supported by the fire of

been made but
spring of 1918,
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German  soldiers  capured ot Newve
Chapelle beiny marched from
Southampton (o prisoner of war camps

e, ool 3 dipich by the ol Fye. Wioew”

Chustham News 20 Mar 1915

THE BATTLE OF LOOS SEFTEMBER 25™ - 27"
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1915 WESTERN FRONT BATTLES
NEUVE CHAPELLE, YPRES and LOOS

CAM WO
Formarty of hare

Battle for Hill 60, 1915 17-Apr-1915 —22-Apr-1915 and
Second Battle of Ypres, 1915 22-Apr-1915 —~25-May- 1915

GERMAN PRISONERS FROM NEUVE
CHAPELLE.

One thousand German
in the fight at Neuve Chapelle Icft
Southampion yesterday for Dorchester,
where they will be intemed

Generally speaking, they are men of good
physique, 10 have been well fid,
were wel clothed, and in the circumstances

happy
Some 70 Germans and abous 300 British
wounded have been sent on 0
Manchester, Worcestershire, Oxfrd, and
elsewhere,

26" Fiel

ers captured

o= e S—
Location of the battle for the high ground of Hill 60 a1 Zillebeke, south-cast of
Ypres in April 1915, The Front Line (blue dashed linc) is pushed closer to Y pres
when the Second Battle of Ypres ends an 24" May 1915

Hill 60 was the scene of bitter fighting in April 1915, Hill 60 was & man-made
hill a1 60 metres above sea level in the area of Zillebeke, south cast of Y pres

The high ground of the hill was held by German troops from 10® December
1914, after they had capured this arca from the French Army. German
domination of this high ground enabled them 1o make life very difficult for the
Allied troops in this part of the Ypres Salient. When the British 28th Division
took over this sector from the French Army in February 1915 it was decided to
retake the position because of this. A new concept of offensive mining for the
British Army was carried out for the attack.

On 17% April 1915, five mines were exploded under the German pasition; four
mines went up in two pairs and the fifth mine as a single mine. The top of the hill
was literally biown off. The British took the hill und over the following four days
fought off fierce German counter-attacks. On 22™ April the battle subsided with
the British in control of the hill

A study of the build-up to the Second Battle of Ypres, which began on that sume
day. 22" April, reveals why the German Army was so determined not 10 lose any
round in the area of Hill 60,

1 Vo o o e o et S e ¢

d Coy RE Diary entries Datle of Loos

6% St commenced *bomb stares” - by bomb stores i

meant recesses for g cylinders”  Company was
respoasible for 1200 yds of the line

completesd 93 bhomb stores

burbed wire enclosure for prisotiers of war

mioved fnto trenches with the infantry and 157
(Gias) Company

“Attach lavnched after g discharye - front line
i 10 be cvixcuatil on aceount of ga. Seetions
were mllied in old firing line. About 60% of
personnel were ft for dury”

marchid info Loos where Germans hod fefl
quantity of R’ material inchiding a novel patiem
of portable barbid wire entanglement. Frected 100
Y8 of {1 over the mest two nights

German Gas Choud Trial Leads to a Breakthrough

The Second Battle of Ypres (22 April - 25% May 1915) sturted on &
warm spring aflernoon with the irial of s new weapon of war in the Ypres
sectar: 4 cloud of poisonous gas. On that day the warm, sano
afternoon was suddenly stianered at $pm with 3 devastating
frightening new development in modem warfare # clou
a5 After two anempts 1o release the gas carfier in the m
cloud of chlorine gas released by the German Fourth Army
an infantry attack. The gas cloud was blown o6 a gentle breeze acrons twe
French divisions in the north pant of the Ypres Salient. The Germas
infantry advance behind the cloud was rapid, the Allied Frons |in
broken and the wary 10 Ypres was open by the end of the day The battie
for the defence of Ypees and the recapture of lost ground included mare
German gas cloud antacks against the Allied troops

rting with the

The Second Battle of Ypres consisted of four hattles s
surprise gas attack by the Germans:
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e e e X n Weach, n e My cstuary was il whh nsmernss grey- et vesseh of the King's mavy, Armon
e e A Ships ome ke ou, she appearee s e 4 At e, et ach B, whine b e ot e
"'...’.'2"'.'."_‘.‘""..,'_‘,‘1“;7 -hd.l.,l yellow funnels showed the 10 u maove posceful age. Her name was Princess Irene, loss that o yeur
et 0l freah from the sipmeuyy of Desny's iphuilbders o Damhanes oo e oy
LY, - Sull wearing hr peace time colours i Apr 1915 she clmpleted tew v gt soviles b the scxtbern part of
SR the North S ) o 25 Mty wens el e s 28 g
It was the first day of January 1915, in the early hours The battleship HMS Formidable had been U the 27 May 1915 the Princiss renw was mooned in Saltpen Reach, in the Medwuy Fatuary betwwen Pust
training and exercising in Lyme Bay with other ships when she was struck with two torpedoes.

Victoria and Sheerness, being loaded with mines in preparat

o epleryment an toee mine iy g mixsions
On the bitterty cold evening of 1 January 1915, Police Sergeant Stockley and Constable Ridout

AL T1LI4 GMT the Princess rene exploded and disintegrated
were patrolling the almost deserted streets of Lyme Regis in Dorsel. Shortly before midnight they

A column of (lame 300 feet (100 m) high was (ollwed & lew seconds laier by sther o g unad
heard shouting coming from the seafront area. Assuming that they would need to break up & < o 200, e snosa o o
drunken brawl they hurned to the scene, however there was no sign of troublemakers. The

pall of umnoke b

over the spot where Princess trene had teen, resching 1,200 feet ( 400m), Two barges leying

The explosion was larger than tha which had destroyed |IMS Bubwark i the
Medway six manths carlicr, although the loss of life was lew.

shouting was louder by now and was coming from a naval cutier which the officers could just
discern as they peered out to sea The vessel was approaching the beach from about 400 yarda
out. As Stockley and Ridout, accompanied by passers-by who had also heard the shouting raced

A tota) af 352 peaple were Killed, inchuding 27 afficers and men snd 76 dackyand werkien who sere oo
Py - oy Princess Incne. On the Inle of Girain a girl of cight, Ida Barden. playing i her wncle’s garden s killad ny
to the shoreline. they saw thal the boat contained dozens of half-naked men As the cutter drew T o s e i e A s e s g 9F g ot sl peghsgerts, W
nearer it became clear that some of them were dead Only three of the occupants managed fo ortee. ~ Chony - - A collier (coal ship) half s mile (K00m) wway had its crune biown off its moumings. A part of tme of Prisces
stumble ashore without help. Lying among the dead were unconscious men who required artificial u__""" - ““': frene's bolers landed 00 the ship. 3 man working on the ship dicd from injuries sustuned when he was Sruck by
respiration. Three died after being help ashore he o=t 4 piece of metal weighing 70 pounds (32 k)

o mpan” o
The survivors were taken o seafront hauses, where they were attended by local GPs. The Mayor Lo i Wreckage was (lung up w 30 miles sway with people near Sittinghume beism injured by flying debeis. ssme of
of Lyme Regis arranged for the Assembly Rooms to be used as a temporary mortuary. The local £ s ot d

Cottage Hospital took in the injured and those suffering from hypothermia. The rest were

which tanded in Bredhurt. Severed heads were found e Hardip and on the Ixle uf Crain. A case of butier landed
accommodated in the homes of concerned Lyme Regis residents

@t Rainham 6 miles sway. A 10 tn section of the ship abo landed o the lake of Grain, wd the Admiraity's off
Morags tanks were damagoed

In @ matier of hours. the news of these events in the West Country had reached the Medway
Towns. Crowds of anxious people surrounded the Naval Information Bureau at Chatham Town
Hall because the men rescued from the Channel, and those who had been helped ashore at Lyme
Regis, were from the bartieship Formidable. Hundreds of sallors and marines from the vessel were
either born and bred in the Medway Towns or had made their homes there Once again, a matter
of a few months after the destruction of the Aboukir Crassy and Hogue. the district had been hit
hard by a single tragedy

The sole survivor from the Princess Irene was  stoker who suflered severe bumms, bt fter & long
convulescence. he served a further rwelve yoars in the Royal Narvy and became the fuher of aine childrem,
including = dmughter called Irene

Three of her crew had & lucky cxcape as they were ashore u the time!

Stoker William Parr from Chatham was one of the occupants of the culter whose shouting
attracted the two Dorset policemen. They had spent 22 hours in the cutter before reaching the
beach at Lyme Regis
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FURTHER NAVAL LOSSES
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FORGIE

Mementoes
loaned to us by a
FOMA member of
a relative who lost
his life in 1915



2016 Exhibition

* The greatest loss of life to men in 1916 were the Battle of Jutland and
the Somme campaign.

* Over 250 men lost their lives between July & November in the
Somme campaign of whom we were able to find photos of about 70.

* Conscription featured large locally with many appeal panels hearing,
and usually rejecting, requests to be exempt from being called up.

* The local VAD hospital work was also shown
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SOMME CAMPAIGN

“BATTLE OF
SOMME.”

OFFICIAL Pl

CTURE.
GILLINGHAM INVICTA,
Monday, Tuesdny, ‘and Wednesday, October 9ted, 24
and 25th,
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CONSCRIPTION

HATHAM NEWS JUN

od by mid July ev

reguiar tribunal

WHILE THE SHOT AND SHELL ARE FLYING
AND THE MIGHTY CANNON noomM
I8 TIDYING UP THE TRENCHES WiTH
A DUAT-PAN AND A BROOM!

:
THE CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR Ly o e
AT THE, FRONT! e Ry Eion, ‘so0efler Bix DYook ‘A e Y ForessMIve Giowd

assemblod, just without the Govermmaent boundary below the barracks
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Suddenly there is & movement of (he small body of men &l the barsck
who looking back, commence fo descend the hill towards the wailing crowe
pazing over their shoukder every now and then.  Tha silence of the crowd
broken, for & murmur arises, swelling gradually into shapa. and resolving itae
Nto the words “They'te coming!” Almost immediately hose who have been sc
long expectad break into view, and their appearance hus an electic sfect o he

Married
assombly-thore (s an immediate closing up-a lage body of Jack Tam stand

salidly in the middle of the (oadway. the Tammies press fowants the centre of
ATrACtion in broken segments, and crowd on either axse of the roadwiy

A he ‘conncintious’ descend the il thelr countenances ae keenly s

MEN WHO MAY BE EXEMPTED BY LOCAL TRIBUNALS:
T o 0 e i e e
e ‘ . by the crowd, and their gail s 00 less closaly ¢ M plainly vay “We
- | SOBUKIE, Youst »
- SAXIEORE Sreme 5 have our belial-our belke! i pood-we have suffered for thal bakefwe have won

No sooner has the crowd reslised what thair expressions and bearng mean. than
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OrWAl force a1 close quartens-it sirkes its Vieth squarely betwmen (he oyes-ve
bends down 1rying o clear his vislon, and s head whitened by more Bow
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The Voluntary Ald Detachm,

field nursing services. aminly in
in the British Empire

The VAD sysiem w he help of the Red ¢ and ¢

the First World War VAD

ved 0 hardshi
would not accept VADs at the front |

trained nurses opened

BTROOD AND FRINDSBURY V.AD
HOSPITAL.
Would any lady
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Beforo leaving your midst, | desire to ten
patients, every bed being ocvupied.  The | | dor t you my sihcero Uinaks aod apprec precia:
wousded who arrived on Satarday included | 3
esvoral woidiers (rom Austealia and New
Zealand, some of
Bogland befare ma. nt would
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St. Bartholomew's Hospltal Rochester.

Tateon and Governer, The

ADDITIONKL’ SUPPORT

IS MOST URGENTLY NEEDED.

E0,000

At least will be required during 1916

g
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viowe pocfarmed by both wever be fo

ew andl Dncrsased Annual Wulmoriytions are sarasetly Cenanrted

NURSING STAFF, 1914.15,

NURSING STAFF,

VA, HOSPITAL

1914.15,
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2017 Exhibition

* This exhibition on the events of 1917 was exhibited in the community
area of the new Medway Archive Centre. It was compiled as usual by
FOMA members but the display screens were produced by the

Medway Council Communications team, so were rather different from
previous years.

* The Arras and Third Ypres campaigns and the sinking of HMS
Vanguard in Scapa Flow caused the main loss of life to Medway men.

* In recognition of the founding of the Commonwealth Graves

Commission in 1917, we also illustrated how the casualties were
treated and the dead buried and commemorated.



BATTLE OF
ARRAS

WHAT
HAPPENED TO
BATTLE FIELD
CASUALTIES

CWGC
MEMORIALS

» 'The Battle of Arras. 9 April - 16 May, 1917
“Ihe Areas Offensive compeissd a series of luties:

« Battle of Vimy Ridge 9-14 Ageil

« Finst Ratth of Scarpo 9 - 14 Agail

* First aflack on Beflecourt 11 Apel

* Cormen aitack on Lagnicoert 15 Ageil

@ Second Ratlle of Scarpe 2324 Ageil

* Bllle of Arlesx 2529 Ageil

©3nd Hattke of Scarpe 3-4 May

« Ratlhe of Ballecoart 316 May

b |

Backgromd. ... <.
suppoet the Fveach atiac ferhes south long the Ale Rivr. Fetd
Manul Haig i of e Ypres

A 10 Cot Off Gormam sspply Bnes. Fowever e was overrib

‘Ihe first day -9 Apeil

The asselt togan i sovl and snow with the Bntsh tmops maving
forard i e coeping g AL Vi Rige e Caan
mllqzmvﬁllnn(nn-g-u,mdiﬂ pratingUwoogh

e enemy ge tpm.A

A-yum-.:—-m--.— 20 i 017,

Preparations e
Prior to opening of the tattie St o g voms
Mtwm»mmm[m-m(mn Mining Enginees P

Bad been working indergrousd J
from October 1916 n |
constructing tunmeks for the
troopsand suppties so that they
couldd remain wrseen. The ama in
and around Arras is claky and
caxaly excrvated. Under Arras
sl (hece was 3 Vst neswork
of cavestes which consisted
of quermios,
galkeries and soiagy tannels.
New turmels were aulied (o tis

aervve € the bt secrecy
and i saoty. dug, yoriks “

009 Ageil, \ .
the front lines, mady assudt, men fohacie

Consolid:
On 11 APl & two-Avison tlack was Benched against Buliecosrt

Tighting msumed in camest on Aprd 23, 2nd Battke of Scarge, with
mmmundmnmwmwm-m
g war of attrition as

mngthenad their defenses.

Comtry sty 4t B enadate durieg e Rathe of S

Hasg

wep the o Agil 16)
was failing badly.
()-nml 28-29, Brtsh and Canadian forces foegiht 2 isor hattle
mp flank of Vimy Ridgr.
gt
O Mgy 3, Lwi Riverin the

ﬂm“wmm“hwhmmmlp

Toge
andl 17 nepectively.

10 widen the offensive om the British nghe. Flowerer the feitish
and mpalsnd, v Ader

Rallecourt, ¥ L y had

L w 3 epech

Cwer the
mumnmdmmmmmmm
in some aras.
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By 15 Apri, T e
Vimy.

The frst of l;an whese = taking

=ge =
Australian 1st Divisson.

In o iphting sroued Armas the Hietish, (e Commoswradeh

Detwees 130 and 160 thousand. The Battte of Arms s graesally
e captere of Vissy Ride and

swillly up p

3 dechive hrakihouh

of Tyne Cot

The

n
of 343 grawes was gresstly entarged afler
& 5

Langemarck, and from & few small erial
Froumds. It is now (he angest Commonwealth war cemedery io the

D Where they fell » Tyne Cot memorial
AL e start of the war weahy Smikes, who cosd affond the high M
costs, brought in family emetery, whick cp
fraves, but for mcat families ¢ g thoir bowod rom et A1
Ltk to Fngland wes imp g
L ,a—dnm?uaw-v':\"’ the Amistice
whese they hal faen. - o e of}
Pened & nlln-n-v,
and moved Fagrex. wurld m ferms of bunals.

Wounod men would fest be taken to .
 Fiekd Deessing Station and from ther =
ontoa Cassity Station. Many
woukd di within the fizst 24 hours or
soand their barial site will be i the

~——y—rt area they were Gghting, op the Soeume
feglon, or Yyees.

» Menin ‘:Ik memarial

Ihe M 5 hegm

Flandees which cover the ama know as the Yyees Salient. Broadly

speaking, the Salient stretched from |angessssck in e north o the
Wood

Only (hose who died aler trmsdes t0
aBospial in the 1K would be barked
Dere. Many of hese graves can be

Ihe Tyne Cot

Tyne Cof Cemedery, 8 573 of these are anidentified.

Moddway mes namedd on (he Tyne Cot messerial

R
Charles Henry Evans

P Arras memorial
1»mm--mmmo—mm

_ Private
Vidtor Tester

Dat.
and shape thoaghout the war.

Womemain mew ow sveihens on She ol
P "_v-

conditions of battie
Canpagrs sich & the
Somme of Ypres, many mens”
bodies wer efther never
found oe were snidentified
224 50 teve 20 known grave.

sinte
towm of Arzas.

The almost 35
firoms the United Kingidhoms, South Africa and New Zealind who ded
In the Arras sector betwees the speing of 1916 3 7 Aupst 1918,
umdmmnv&m ummmmgnn e

nfwwv 1917, 300 the German aack s the spring o 1918,

Camadian and.

Vimy amd Villers

£
2

Axp
Cambrai in 1917.

‘et mamses are lisid on

of the Alr Sorvi

memoris sach s (hose

at Thiepwad, aadd Armas

Prance, or the Mesin Gate
Sty Seavers.

aml ‘Tyne Cot i Belgium. af JAMC rg::'

Kingdom whio died in the Saliort. [n the cass of United Kingdom

1 3 g Conps,
040 the Royal Air Fosce, either by asachiment from other ams of the
forces of the Commonwealth e by angmal enlidment, who wese
il on the whols Western Froat and who Baw no known grve.

Gsualties, only those prior 16 Avgust 1917 {wit

lhvm(lmlnm)mnmmmdm

Simmonds King

2nd Licutenant Private
Cathbert Briscow Charles Wenban
2nd Licutenant ? Private Charles
Richard Cooper ¥ M Whitcman
Licutenant

Private Corporal

Percy Baldwin Archibald Prior
Private Lance Corporal
Alfrod Baxter gﬁnl Regan
Private a Private

Clande Fentiman William Richman
2nd Licutenant ? Private

Philip Hardy (Ml \ustin Ride
Private

Arthar Lock



3RDYPRES
CAMPAIGN

P 'The Battle of Messines Ridge. 7 June, 1917
o
the n a3 26 o /iy
Fleavy artillery hombasdment began on 21 May, with aorsl
meconmn e ensuring it defensive positions were Gargeled,
soan7 hy

wummmmmrahm}mn,mnmm
lates e crest off !

¥ Tigge. 7 /
Tondest man. sade noke, and lit sp the sky & the dlonations
d ‘The exy D i I and m Dublis!

el 10,000 German

soldiers. The
tho 7 Jume, with a further 7000 Gaptsmd.

1...‘.‘ 15 ower 20000 :

o T e
with the 1€ day of the Scmmse Offesive the previoas sumser.
, but withina

week the Allies bt takien command of the ares.

g e e, Aoegpivest Wi (ks P v, 11 bove 1917,

P 'The Battle of Passchendacle

“Ihe Battle of the ovnd seadecs and

kn-h-;hjmyhmmuu‘

i Ypres crffvnsive.

“The ol v 31 Judy and
10 November

 atthe of Pikem 31 Jedy - 22 Aspist

* Capture of Westhoek 10 Angest

» Raltie of Langermarnks - 18 At

st of Menin Risad 2025 Seqeemier

@ Hatthe of Polygon Wood 26 Seplember - 3 October
atlle of Bmodesde 4 October

« attie of Poelcapede § Octotrer

» Ist battie of Peschesdasie 12 October

* 200 Ratte of Passchendaske 20 October - 10 Nermmiter

“The attack at Prschendasie was ST Dougls Halgs atiomgt to

beeak throsgh His
of

destroyed, i
0 the cast of the ares.
g i % Ho
of the was very bow aller the
of Messines

On 18 Joly 1917, 2 by artillery tarage was Bunchd of e
Germem lines. This fen s Theredoee,
I the ama fully expectnd 2 megor Alled attack.

“The infantry attack started on 31 July, the Battle of Pilkem. The
dthe enched

2 elevea milt ook, made cudy semal gaie.

--mu—l-:—»,;ﬁ--}:utu—qmt

Thea the heaviest ram for over thirty yeass o in and caliod a tak
until mid Asgist. The rain tumed the owtand soil into 3 tick

muddy Swamg - e woese by had

u PP hide
inthem. The pone
Impassbie and ks just gt bogged down,
On 16 Augy of

% in very small gaj
Mesin Rosd Firvie f

Polygos Wood snd e
riige cast of Yyees.

et of Ypeos,

“The Betes of Poelappe i
bul

had o Finaby, of

the
Dattie of Passchendasle took the vilkege,
“The third Yy e

S
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=G

»’

Mes




HMS
Vanguard

HMS Spey

Various

individuals

» HMS Spey disaster. 7 March, 1917

P The inquest on the HMS Spey disaster
e Chalenm Ofwserver epoeiad the inguoest is full wiiich wes heks

there wes 2 vanation & how the aews of the two shegs Bad
seen (e collision, the jury decided that the dsaths doe % drowning

The Cornmer advisad thet Cartey Ralls stioudd be fitted with a o
anda bght wiich warskd burn for an hoar to make them mom visble

The Caetey rak was formed from copper or stael tubveg beat
1950 an oval ring. The ring wess ssrroanied by 4 bsoyant mass of

TIMS Spey was ® in 1576, Dexand; heaving seven crew 10 be riscsesd o take 80 he walee. They
Oa7. Spey s i\ 1y the Belvedere. cm the 10, 12 and 17 March 1917.

mmmm1mmrymmm
and gale force wind, the Spey e 2
Comieg down the lmwﬁsm #London County Deee. The: the s , SOgRv
Counci pper casrying i, w o oup Hedere. Other Naval stips i the vicinity
dump 5 Qrgo n the estiary. The catier,a

& oty of Stiermess
Atabout 3.40pm the Betvedese 13 0f the Spey i poos wearther or darkness.
Sgey ¥ W10 p "
he sieen. { 1 was 100 bile The skl » ats 'l ,4nd the

y 7 RNAS tese.

The Belvedese streck tho Spoy 2 glancing blow on the side, and the » Carley Rafis
40 year ol gusbuoat sedfered bedly, its rivesed seams sprang open The Carley rail i
and seawates rushed in, siking the ship in dbout thiee minuies. mn\mmmlhn&mmwnnuw

and the tad wetand cold. ']

13 men got away on he Carley Rall, and 13 mooe Rench the
cutler. The remainiag on-boand skitf aunched with four men on

wmnmmm”wmv.h-mmwwm,mm
s g hr

HIMS Vaspianl wassa 5t Vimcent Clss battieship lanched
Ranrom- - Femass In 1909. The ship was frvatved in North Sea
Uattes, particubarty the Batle of Jutland in 1916, sutfering o
damage or Gsualties. O 9th July 1917 Vanguard was anchond in
Scapa Phow whie #1120 p (e entire 594 was (estroged in s
imstant by s i showresed
with wTockage and human romams.

Atotal of $45 mes were on board. Only 3 survive e initial
expiosion, bet 1.5 Commander Deke died Bter of bis injuries. Some
of the ships officers were 0n aother wesae at (he time and thus
wmlea dzl-nm()mm their names listed om the
Jnes. At iast §

mmmm “Towns swea.

Ammdn-q-n-mnmdmwmulmmapwd

fanity contite
a2, This was comfirmod in 1975 when RN Comeaad Chamng
Diving

i ip ag

The wreck 1ies in 14 metzes of werer (o the morth of the Istand of
Flotta, and west of the Calff of Flolla. Today the wreck has statatory

PEOAOCHON 5 3 War T

The Cliatsam Otserver, dated
July 211917, listed the names
ofall those lost, induding
Gires details for 28 of the
Medway men.

n.yon-uu-u-.--u-nugm
Mir 2017,

o s mar A vt v s imwteted et

Eapok or cork, with 2 byer

water, ratians
were bashed to the floor geating,

Smply by Gasting it ower the side, e lightweight Cartey aft cowsd
irs iy D tradl 3 Ikl designs.

and woud seffer acconlingty.

» Studge boats

The LLandon Couaty Dosts Rermow ( 1592)

and Barkesg (1559) o anchor, probebly off Rarking, The

sudgr udpe plants
p a0 Flack Deey,

Deyond the mouth of the Demes Estuary.

Chief Petty Officer
Frederick Bardow

Cooper
Joseph Beeson )

Petty Officer
Charles Bugs, | o

Chief Yeoman of Signals

Oscar Cox

Chief Gunner
James Dennis "

Fagine Room Articifer
James Hodges

Chief Petty Officer
William Henry Seal

» Chatham’s Victoria Cross hero
Posthumeus. Ih-wr(or 2 umltul Frederich Yoveas

v, was finst tel Thissdy 2 Asst, 1917.

D Chief Petty Officer Albert Fdward Boorman
The ke CPO Albert iwand Hounman of €3 Fast illingh

i D Acting Coloar Sergeant Frederick Charles Wellard

was cae of a0 age o 44,

He jomed the Royal Navy aged 15 and served oa HIMS Calypsa,
HIMS Immortalite, FIMS London, and FIMS Hyacinth whor bo had
rise (0 Chief Peaty Odficer, He retired in 1913 g 40 alies 28 years
service to work in e Dockyasel. He west tack 10 Navy whes war
Droke oot and served il the oes of TMS Spey in March 1917,

e
Dockey, where hnmyummmmﬁm Hockey Booeman

ks funeral, akoag with thaso of ceher victims of the tragedy, was
ekl with fnll military homeurs at Woodtsds Cometery, GRinghan

A
who pulied the i [+
Carrigees. Lhere was abo
adotackment of military v
and & stroag body of
Mannes. Each collin was.
covesed with 2 Unian
Jackand flonl tribates,

e naval Raracks At the
condison, the Last Post
was soundod by beglors.

Abert’s mother aad
rother Arthar wer  his
funeral, bis beothers |y

and Jim were both serving
in She military.

D Michael de Caville. 1946 - 2010
e anmy, with the
ﬁxlmﬂnNmﬁmmumthmwmm
for those of thoir country.
Ik\mmmloueﬁlmdmw(mamlwulmlv five
A a qua street the mes of the
Medway War.

Before his pressatese death in 2010, Tess Townse, the Chasman of
tho Friess of Mesbesy Archives (FOMA), promised Mick (st they
m 2014 an mdex

hhﬂn\ilﬂlhﬁpmmh' and since 2010, FOMA hus added 0
i work by il

Nl Memored. The

Memanals which am
nciuded in the miex
wree foand m schools,
facsories, village halls,
and chesches.

ASOIary faime wis ewen
found af the Naticoal
‘Wosteaster Rank in
Rochester High Stseet.

i mmms—

letter o buck Lo his wife,
fid sttty by s enewy
e’ shell s be browht sstioes up 2o the ek’ A "pisapyée’ o
Tl fora G

shat had fsti-Aal shapod wings

the mext e

mwwmwnnm
Foederick was clesly Iedd in greas esteem as Shere 153 Jetier from the

Pdenick, 35, lefl 2 Dame in e
Hesry Streed, Chaticms, [he ehdest age 11,2 boy, managed (o get
I e

¥ Towns, . of e Chatsom

5.

This exhibition, (o semember (he mea of (he Medway
Towns who gave thetr Hives in WWI, s the foarth in 2 series
of annoal exhibitions that FOMA have pot togethes. it has
Dbeen compiled by Elsine Ganfser and Tessa Towner with (he
asststance of the staff & Medway Archive Cetre.

The photographs of (he men featured were originally
published in the Chatham Otserver.

With thanks to...

The Friends of Medway Arcives
The Priends of Medway Archives (POMA) befp with the
Conservation and preservation of the moonis ad other materils

of istorical imterest held at (he Medway Archives Ceatze, aad €0
fromote utilic acces bo those collections. I you'd like 1o fnd out
o shout 0w work and Dow you Can get iwodved platse vist
foma bscorg

Medway Archives Centre

Medway Archives Centse is the place 10 visk for asyone wishing to
msearch the hisiory, gography and peogle of Medway. The contre
hus an extensive range of sesources opes 0 everyone.

The Medway Archives Centre a $2 Bryant Road, Strood ME2 3P
i open 10 the pabiic 00 Mondy, Tueadey, Tharstay and Pridsy
9um-Spm, and cn Satury Sam-4gm.



Some of the Photos of individuals.

. Goorge Archer iy James Bain Allan Ballantyne Frank Beacon Frederick Beaumont Albert E. Bennett E Bennett Charles Bessent
Diod: 7 May 1917 Age: W Diak 17y 1917 Age: 30 Dok 14 Novarber 1916 Agee 22 Diod: 10 Nowsdber 1917 Agec 19 Dick 26 July 1917 Age 33 Diad: 4 Ducomber 1917 Age: 25 Diock 8 June 1917 Age: 24 Dl 31 Ochber 1917 Agee 21 Diack 18 March 1917 Age: 28 Diedk 31 Ockober 1917 Aga: 21

; o
"~ Ordiwary Seaman ) . N " an Corporal : Privo " T Tooper " Goardman
George Herbert Bonnett Benjami y Horace Chittenden Richard Cooper Percy Cossom Stanley Elliont Frederick Eve
Died: 2 Docamber 1916 Age: 7 Diod: 23 Jomwcry 1917 Agec 23 Dieck 1 hly 1916 Age: 25 Diedk 12 Juna 1917 Age: 37 Dieak: 25 Decamber 1917 Age: 23 Diodk 8 Juna 1917 Age: 77 Diock Died: 10 Agril 1917 Age: 37 Dk 15 Fobroary 1917 Age: 21 Disck 17 Decambar 1916 Ags: 78 Dieck 26 Apeil 1917 Age: W
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