News and Events
Calendar of Forthcoming Events and Exhibitions
Friends of Medway Archives
Talks and Events
UNDER THE NEW DATA PROTECTION LAWS WE ARE ADVISED TO TELL YOU THAT
PHOTOGRAPHS MAY BE TAKEN DURING OUR EVENTS. IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO
BE INCLUDED IN A PHOTOGRAPH, PLEASE ADVISE A FOMA COMMITTEE MEMBER
ON YOUR ARRIVAL.
Tuesday 11 September, 7.30 pm
Building the Basins.
A talk by Brian Portway, St Mary’s Island History Group.
Saturday 27 October, 7.30 pm.
Quiz Night.
£8 for members and non-members. BOOKING REQUIRED (see below).
Please do your best to get a table of friends together!
Booking for FOMA events is not necessary and until further notice they are held at Frindsbury
Parish Hall, ME2 4HE – please check our website (www.foma-lsc.org) for further information.
Talks are £3 for members, £5 non-members. Booking for Quiz Nights and enquiries through the
FOMA Secretary: Odette Buchanan, 72 Jersey Rd, Strood, ME2 3PE; odette_buchanan@yahoo.co.uk;
01634 718231.
Joining FOMA is easy and can be done on the website (www.foma-lsc.org); membership enquiries
can also be directed to the Membership Secretary, Betty Cole, 98 The Wharf, Dock Head Road,
Chatham ME4 4ZS, Kent. Telephone: 01634 892976; email: betty-cole@outlook.com
See our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/fomalsc) and our website (www.foma-lsc.org) for
all the very latest information on FOMA and Medway heritage.

Medway Archives Centre
Thursday 2 August – Saturday 1 December 2018.
Men of the Medway Towns; The Ultimate Sacrifice
1918.
A FOMA exhibition.
Wednesday 31 October, 2.30 pm
1914-1918: The Impact of the War on Women,
An illustrated talk by Delia Taylor
Tickets £4, BOOKING ESSENTIAL
Please contact Medway Archives Centre, 32 Bryant
Road, Strood, Rochester, ME2 3EP.
www.medway.gov.uk/archives, tel. 01634 332714.
Thursday 6 December – Tuesday 5 March 2019.
Bridge Works
Crossing the River Medway – A story of the Rochester
Bridge Trust, www.rbt.org.uk/bridgeworks
Find out more about 2,000 years of bridges and the
modern day role of an ancient charity; an exhibition by
the Rochester Bridge Wardens Trust.

On Display in the Foyer - Short Mayo Composite (1937)
The Short brothers moved their successful business to Rochester
in 1913 due to their interest in developing seaplanes. The
Medway was an ideal place for testing. The business relocated to
Belfast in 1948. We are delighted to now have the model of the
Short Mayo Composite (1937) on display in the foyer of MAC
(see photograph). We also have a collection of plans, drawings,
photographs and ephemera to view by appointment.
32 Bryant Road, Strood, Rochester, Kent, ME2 3EP (previously
the old Strood library). Contact our expert team if you require
further information on 01634 332714. For further details see the
MAC Facebook page www.facebook.com/malsc/, the FOMA
website
(www.foma-lsc.org)
and
Facebook
page
www.facebook.com/fomalsc/
If you would like to make a Local Studies donation please e-mail
the local studies Librarian at malsc@medway.gov.uk
Current electoral registers can be still be viewed at Gun Wharf. Please contact the Electoral Services
Team on 01634 332030 to arrange an appointment.
Please note that due to staffing levels, Medway Archive Centre will only open on Saturdays
between the hours of 9.00 – 12.30pm commencing 5th May 2018 until further notice. Opening
hours Monday to Friday remain as advertised 9am – 5pm (closed Wednesdays).
Until further notice, the postal address is Medway Archives Office, c/o Medway Council, Gun Wharf,
Dock Road, Chatham, Kent, ME4 4TR.
Unless otherwise stated, all events take place at the Medway Archives Centre, 32 Bryant Road,
Strood, Rochester, ME2 3EP.

Eastgate House
Opening hours are Wednesday to Sunday, 10am to 5pm (last admissions 4.30pm); Mondays and
Tuesdays CLOSED. For large group visits and special events it may be possible to open the house on
Mondays and Tuesdays. Please contact eastgate.house@medway.gov.uk for further information.
Adults: £5.50, Concessions (inc. Friends Group): £4, Under 5s: free, Family Ticket: £15. Groups of
10 or more: 15% discount and school groups: 15% discount on concession price.
Eastgate House is one of Rochester’s landmarks. Built in the 1590s by Sir Peter Buck, the most
senior member of staff at Chatham Dockyard, its structure has been adapted considerably over the
years, but research has indicated that the original building may be Medieval or earlier. Further
information can be obtained at: www.friendsofeastgatehouse.org on Facebook on
www.facebook.com/eastgatehouse and on Twitter https://twitter.com/EastgateHouse. To join the
Friends of Eastgate House, please contact Terri Zbyszewska, The Membership Secretary, FoEH, 31
The Esplanade, Rochester, ME1 1QW or at tzbyszewska@yahoo.co.uk; a copy of the membership
form is also available on the website.

The Friends of the Guildhall Museums
www.friendsoftheguildhall.com
The Friends of the Guildhall Museums is a group which supports the work of two important but very
different elements of Medway’s heritage - the Guildhall Museum in Rochester and the Old Brook
Pumping Station in Chatham. Supporting the Guildhall Museums will help conserve our local history
for generations to come through specialist events and opportunities designed to educate and inspire,
telling the stories of the Medway Towns.
For all events see www.friendsoftheguildhall.com/events/

The Friends were constituted in 2007, with aims centred on the restoration of the sole surviving
Chatham Traction bus, GKE 68 of 1939. The Chatham & District Traction Company had operated
bus services over Medway’s former tram routes from 1930 to 1955, when it was absorbed into
Maidstone & District. The bus, a once-familiar piece of Medway’s fabric, is to come alive again as a
resource for the study of local and social history.
Buses were central to life in the Towns for many decades, taking people to school, shops, work or
play. Studies might look inward to the company’s people and facilities, or outward to its services and
locations served, and how lifestyle changes influenced its development.
To support the educational aim we are collecting relevant material to form an archive of local
transport history, including an oral history collection. We would be happy to receive any items –
photographs, artefacts, ephemera – relating to Chatham Traction, its predecessor trams or local bus
operations up to 1970 (the year of withdrawal of the last Chatham Traction vehicle).
Grants from the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Rochester Bridge Trust have allowed completion of
two fundamental stages – the reconstruction of the body structure and overhaul of the engine. We are
now seeking further funding to complete the restoration and to prepare our organisation for its
educational role.
We offer talks to interested bodies, and organise occasional events to which the public are invited. For
more information contact Richard Bourne (Chairman); 31 Usher Park Road, Haxby, York YO32
3RX; 01904 766375, or 07771 831653. Email Richard@thebournes.me.uk.
Or see our website at www.chathamtraction.org.uk.
Chatham Dockyard 40s Weekend - 15th and 16th September.
We are looking to secure a better location at this event this year, possibly by joining with the Medway
Queen guys who are usually situated down by the three warships on the main roadway. As ever
volunteers would be welcome to do a stint on either or both days! Please contact Wendy Mesher on
01634 831635 or email to wendymesher@blueyonder.co.uk.

The City of Rochester Society

‘The City of Rochester Society was founded in 1967 to help conserve the historic City as a pleasant
place to visit. The Society is still active today, helping to improve the environment and quality of life
in Rochester for residents and visitors alike.’ Taken from the City of Rochester Society website,
www.city-of-rochester.org.uk, where further information on the society, its events and how to join is
available. All talks are at The Moat House, 8 Crow Lane, Rochester, ME1 1RF; there is a small
charge for events to defray expenses.
See Rochester's wealth of historic buildings and hear about the City's long and fascinating history
from an enthusiastic and knowledgeable guide of the City of Rochester Society! Tours are every
Saturday, Sunday, Wednesday and Public Holiday from Good Friday until the end of October.
Starting at 2.15 p.m. from The Visitors Centre, High Street, Rochester. The tours are free of charge,
but donations to Society funds are always gratefully received.

The Chatham Historical Society
Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month, except January and August, at St
Stephen's Church, Maidstone Road, Chatham, ME4 6JE. There is a small car park to the front of the
church and access is via Maidstone Road. Alternative parking is available in nearby roads including
Maidstone Road. Please do not park in the bus bay; there is disabled parking and step free access to
the hall.

12 September 2018
Society Evening - The Newcombe Diary Project
Doors open at 7:15 pm for a 7.30 pm start; meetings finish at 9:00 pm. All meetings are open to the
public, and visitors are very welcome. No need to book; just turn up and pay at the door! Members
£1, visitors £3; annual membership is £10 and can be paid on the night. Further information is
available at www.chathamhistoricalsoc.btck.co.uk

The Huguenot Museum is open Wednesday to Saturday 10am – 5pm on the top two floors of 95 High
Street, Rochester, Kent. Entrance is £4 for adults and £3 concessions and can be validated for 12
months with gift-aid. For more information or to get in touch visit www.huguenotmuseum.org, call
01634 789347 or email learning@huguenotmuseum.org
Unless otherwise indicated, for all booking call 01634 789347.
Two-Day Stained Glass Workshop, £90
1 and 8 September, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Join local glass artist Shelly Kitto, over two morning sessions and learn how to trace, paint, matt,
stipple and stain glass, creating contemporary designs inspired by stained glass history and Huguenot
design.
Guided Walk: Life on Rochester’s High Street during the Great War, £8
3 September, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
On a 90-minute tour of Rochester High Street, led by local historian Geoff Rambler, hear about life on
our ‘Home Front’ – experiences that were probably replicated across the country. Geoff also explores
little-known Huguenot connections, including the story of Huguenot descendants Noel Chavasse VC
and Christopher Chavasse, Bishop of Rochester. Find out how Christopher Chavasse was responsible
for bringing The French Hospital to Rochester High Street! Price includes a cup of tea and trench
cake served at the French Hospital with an opportunity to ask further questions.

Friends of Broomhill
Broomhill Park has been awarded a seventh consecutive Green Flag; the Award recognises the best
green spaces in the country. The Park has again been awarded 'Outstanding' in the RHS S.E in Bloom
competition.
Healthy Walks
Every Tuesday, meet at Strood Library at 9.45 am. A guided and pleasant walk with wonderful views
overlooking the Medway and Thames, and woodland paths. Duration about 60 minutes.
Complimentary tea and coffee served in the library after the walk. Sorry - dogs not allowed in the
library. Contact: 01634 333720.
Task Days
Task Days are the first Sunday of every month except January, from September to April, inclusive,
from 10.00 am to noon. Meet in King Arthur’s Drive car park. Hot drinks afterwards. Bring your
own tools or we have plenty. Help us keep our Green Flag status for the eighth consecutive year and
our RHS S.E. in Bloom status of ‘outstanding’. IT’S FUN IT’S FREE and IT’S HEALTHY.
The Friends Of Broomhill would like to thanks all those who contributed so generously towards the
purchase of the Old Orchard. We now look forward to the hard work of realising our ambition for
this to remain a green and inviting place in perpetuity for everyone without fear of development.
For further details see park notice boards, www.friendsofbrommhill.org.uk, find us on Facebook or
contact David Park, Secretary on 01634 718972, email: davidpark1999@yahoo.co.uk

The Royal Engineers Museum, Library and Archive
Prince Arthur Road, Gillingham, Kent, ME4 4UG
SEE THE WEBSITE www.re-museum.co.uk
FOR FURTHER DETAILS.
The Royal Engineers Museum is Kent’s largest military museum, with a
designated collection of historical and international importance.
Library and Archives: essential building maintenance is taking place but a limited service will be
available from early summer 2018 – please check the website www.re-museum.co.uk for more
details.

Events
July – December 21 2018
2018 Marks the centenary of the Armistice which brought the First World War to an end. We will be
marking the anniversary with a major exhibition and community-based project focusing on the Sapper
Victoria Crosses of the First World War. Supported by a grant of £10,000 from The Heritage Lottery
Fund (HLF), VC: For Valour.

The Bridge Study Centre
Bridging has been an essential part of warfare for thousands of years. In this gallery the full history of
military bridging is explored. Hands on activities from our Sapper Workshop and dressing up are also
available for kids.
Opening hours: Tuesday – Sunday 10.00am to 5.00pm, last entry 4.00 pm; Bank Holidays: 10.00
am to 5.00pm, last entry 4.00 pm; CLOSED MONDAYS. Admission: adult – £8.40, child (Aged
5-16) – £5.70, concessions – £5.70, family ticket (2 adults and 2 children) – £22.50; children
under 5: free.

The Rochester Bridge Trust
Further information from http://www.rbt.org.uk/

Bridge Works
Crossing the River Medway – A story of the Rochester Bridge Trust
www.rbt.org.uk/bridgeworks
Find out more about 2,000 years of bridges and the modern day role of an ancient charity, at a free
exhibition featuring historic artefacts, interactive displays and Langdon’s den, the dedicated children’s
area.
The Crypt, Rochester Cathedral; daily, 10am until 4pm, until 31 October 2018.
PLEASE NOTE THE EXHIBITION HAS BEEN EXTENDED UNTIL 31 OCTOBER

ICE Kent & East Sussex Historical Engineering Group (KESHEG) lectures are held at various venues
around Kent and East Sussex.
To register for information about events, please email
kesheg@gmail.com

Brompton History Research Group
www.bromptonhistory.org.uk/
Brompton village is a complex civilian area in the heart of a military world. To the south and east lie
the Chatham Lines, a series of fortifications built to defend the Chatham Dockyard. To the west lies
the Dockyard itself and to the north Brompton Barracks, home of the Royal Engineers.
For more information email bromptonhistoryresearchgroup@gmail.com

The latest information can be found at:
www.kentarchaeology.org.uk/

Gillingham and Rainham Local History Society
The Society meets on the second Friday of each month from September to June at Twydall
Evangelical Church,56/58 Goudhurst Road, Twydall, Kent. ME8 6LQ; meeting times are 2.304.30pm.
Friday 14 September
WW1 and the Ordinary Soldier,
An entertaining talk by John Short.
New members and visitors are always welcome; annual membership £20, visitors £3 per meeting. For
further information, please visit the website www.grlhs.org; contact Val Barrand on 07947 583327 or
email lupusrufus@sky.com

Blue Town Heritage Centre, The Criterion Music Hall
and Cinema
www.thecriterionbluetown.co.uk/#!criterion-music-hall/cb3i
The present Heritage Centre and café are on the site of two earlier
establishments. Originally the New Inn in 1868, the site became The Royal
Oxford Music Hall. The following year the building, situated a few doors
down from the court house, became The Criterion public house, which
included to the rear a music hall called The Palace of Varieties. This offered "rational amusement for
all classes" including, in April 1876, a one armed juggler! In 1879 the earlier building was replaced
with a brick built one. The Heritage Centre is packed with items, memorabilia and artefacts,
including an upstairs area dedicated to HMS Victory.
Open Tuesdays to Saturdays 10am - 3pm and for events. Entrance £2.00 and includes entrance to the
Aviation annexe at Eastchurch. Entrance is free to Friends. To become a Friend costs just £5.00 a
year, for this you receive information before it goes onto the website and invites to special Friendsonly events, plus a regular newsletter.
Today the main space at the centre is occupied by the Criterion Music Hall, one of just a few
remaining authentic Music Hall buildings, lovingly restored by Jenny and Ian Hurkett and their
unbeatable team of volunteers. The Criterion stages professional Victorian style music hall shows
(three seasons a year), cinema every Friday and theatre and live music shows; it is also available for
private
hire.
Booking
on
01795
662981
or
by
visiting
the
website:
http://www.thecriterionbluetown.co.uk/#!criterion-music-hall/cb3i

Martello Tower No. 24 in Dymchurch has recently been opened to the public, a very successful
partnership arrangement with English Heritage (EH). It has now been agreed with EH to have regular
weekend and BH openings again next year, from Easter 2018 through to the end of October 2018.
We thought it would be nice to open up the tower by appointment during the closed period (30
October 2017 to 29 March 2018) for visits by Kent - and other - history societies. If you feel your
society would like such a visit, then please either email me, Peter Faulkner, peter@martello24.net or
telephone 01797 212507.

Medway Events
Below are some highlights from Medway Council’s Heritage and Visitor Development Team. For
more information go to http://www.enjoymedway.org/events/heritage.
Family crafts and trails – every school holiday period at the Guildhall Museum, Eastgate House,
Rochester Castle (not February), Upnor Castle (between Easter and October half-term) and Temple
Manor (weekends between Easter and October half-term).
September/October, Outdoor Cinema.
September and October, Autumn Lecture Series.

Strood Fellowship
Strood Fellowship meet every third Monday in the month, 7.30pm, at St Nicholas Church Hall,
Edward Street, Strood (first right off Gun Lane to car park). Admission £2 for members or £3 for
non-members (including tea and biscuits), £5 Annual Membership. We are interested in the history of
Strood and surrounding areas and have outings to local historic buildings. For more details ring J
Weller on 01634 309033 or Len Feist 01634 717135.

