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Ten Years Supporting the Medway 
Archives 

 
FOMA marked our tenth anniversary on Saturday 25 March 2017 with a celebration at the Copper 
Rivet Distillery, Chatham Dockside.  The highlight of the event was a presentation by the City of 
Rochester Society of a cheque for £2,600, a grant to FOMA to purchase a new Uscan fiche/film 
reader for the Archives to use in their new facility in Bryant Road, Strood.  Pictured: Tessa Towner, 
FOMA Chairman, Bob Ratcliffe, President of the City of Rochester Society, Russell Race, FOMA 
President.  Photograph by David Thomas. 

 
 

ALSO INSIDE ς FOMA HONORARY LIFE MEMBER HENK VAN DER LINDEN  
RECEIVES THE BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL!  



The FOMA Celebration 

 
One of the highlights of the FOMA Celebration was the Grand Raffle.  This was won by FOMA 
member, and City of Rochester Chairman, Alan Moss.  Alan is pictured here holding his prize, a 
woodcut print by Medway artist Billy Childish, estimated to be worth over £500. 
 
Former Medway Borough Archivist and now  Essex 
County Archivist, Stephen Dixon addresses guests.  
Stephen founded FOMA just over ten years ago. 
 
See page 5 for more details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photographs by David Thomas. 
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Chairmanôs Letter 
Tessa Towner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So much has happened since I wrote my last Chairmanôs letter.  Unfortunately, I must start with some 
sad news.  Having served FOMA as Chairman for about seven years I now think itôs time to stand 
down and let somebody else take over.  At the AGM on 11 April a new committee will have been 
elected and by the time you read this, a new Chairman will have been elected at the next committee 
meeting . 
 
On to more uplifting matters.  In March Amanda Thomas and I travelled to Holland on the Eurostar to 
see Henk van der Linden receive his British Empire Medal from the British Ambassador.  You can 
read all about the ceremony on page 5.  We were absolutely thrilled to have been invited and the day 
proved to be a wonderful opportunity to meet up with old friends from the 2014 Live Bait Squadron 
commemorations.   
 
On  Saturday 25 March we held the FOMA Celebration at the Copper Rivet Distillery, Chatham 
Dockside.  Over 50 people attended and we were entertained by the wonderful óTongue in Cheekô - 
Derek Moore and Norman Brooks, recommended to us by Cindy OôHalloran.  They sang sea shanties 
and folk songs and at the end of the Celebration we had a sing-along!  The buffet was supplied by 
members of the committee, and we are indebted to Elaine Gardner, Amanda Thomas and Betty Cole 
for the amount of time they spent baking and cooking.  At the Celebration I introduced our President 
Russell Race to say a few words and then Stephen Dixon, our former Archivist at MALSC, also 
spoke.  Stephen had made a special journey from Essex to be with us.  Following the speeches we 
were presented by the City of Rochester Society with a cheque for £2,600, a grant to FOMA to 
purchase a new Uscan fiche/film reader for the Archives.  Odette Buchanan set the wheels in motion 
for this some time ago. 
 
Those that attended the Celebration were also given a tour of the distillery but one of the main 
highlights was undoubtedly the raffle.  Betty Cole ï with a bit of help from Irina Fridman - did a 
fantastic job acquiring our star raffle prize, a woodcut print by Medway artist Billy Childish.  We 
were delighted when Alan Moss won it!  
 
 
 
 

New Members 

A warm welcome to new FOMA members John and Carmelita Elliott, and Val Barrand. 
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Secretaryôs Report  

Odette Buchanan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phew ï what a manic time this last quarter has been!  To quote Peter Sellars: óso much to do, so little 
time.ô  The FOMA tenth anniversary celebration, the Annual General Meeting, plus all the usual 
admin.  Emails were pinging round the committee, filling up in boxes with copies of copies of 
answers to questions that questioned the previous answer.  Occasionally someone would be left off 
the loop with a question but would receive several copies of the answer.  So another round of emails 
started, a bit like musical chairs or that dance the Paul Jones.  (Who was Paul Jones and why did he 
have a dance named after him?)  And then, in the midst of the ever faster-spinning mayhem, Tessa 
Towner and Amanda Thomas cleared off to Holland for the presentation of the British Empire Medal 
to our Dutch friend Henk van der Linden (see page 7).  On their return things shifted up a gear!  With 
just a week to go to the Celebration - had we sold enough tickets, was there going to be enough food ï 
and where were the annual reports for the AGM?  
 
But there was no time to rest on our laurels.  Rob Flood suddenly realised he had a work commitment 
on the day he was to give his talk, óA Ratôs Taleô but more frenetic emails sorted the problem out and 
Jeremy Clarke saved the day by agreeing to give his talk on the history of the Guildhall.  Rob then 
decided to turn his talk into a walk on Saturday June 10 (see page 33) - after all, where better to 
appreciate the information than by being at the actual spot Rob would be talking about?  All thatôs 
now needed is a nice fine day. 
 
Of course everything turned out fine in the end because as always the committee worked together and 
pulled out the stops.  On Saturday 25 March we all had a jolly good time at the Copper Rivet Gin 
Distillery, even those who didnôt like gin, (see page 5) and Elaineôs cakes at the AGM were to die for.  
As always Jeremyôs talk was excellent and you can read my review on page 13. 
 
At the FOMA Celebration we were especially pleased to welcome Vice President Russell Race who 
accepted the presentation cheque from City of Rochester Societyôs President, Robert Ratcliffe.  This, 
you will remember, is for FOMA to purchase a special digital reader for MALSCôs new centre in 
Strood.  We were also pleased to extend a warm welcome to other members of the City of Rochester 
Society, especially Chairman Alan Moss and Vice Chairman Pam Gibbon.  It was a shame our 
President, Sir Robert Worcester could not attend (due to a previous engagement) but fortunately he 
was able to attend the AGM where he gave us a short but interesting talk about his world-wide tour 
during which he reminded other countries of the birth of democracy in England - the oldest 
democracy in the world.   
 
But donôt take a breath yet!  At the AGM Tessa Towner announced she would be resigning as 
Chairman!  I ask you!  What had we done to upset her?  Nothing apparently, she just thought it was 
time for someone else to have a turn.  Sighs of relief all round and the prospect at the next FOMA 
Committee meeting of having something extra-interesting to discuss and vote on.  Tessa has 
performed her duties diligently over the years and all those who attended the AGM gave her a hearty 
round of applause when she was presented with a bouquet.   
 
As we stagger off into the summer I am hoping for a bit of a sit down.  Hang on!  Thereôs something 
else to look forward to ï the grand opening of MALSC at their splendid new premises in Bryant 
Road, Strood.  Do check the MALSC and FOMA Facebook pages 
(www.facebook.com/medwayarchives/ and www.facebook.com/fomalsc) for further information and 
the FOMA website (http://foma-lsc.org/) 
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The FOMA Celebration 
Amanda Thomas 
 
 
The FOMA Celebration marked ten years of supporting the Medway Archives and Local Studies 
Centre and took place on Saturday 25 March 2017 at the Copper Rivet Distillery, Chatham Dockside.  
We were delighted so many members were able to attend. 
 
Entertainment was provided by óTongue in Cheekô, Derek Moore and Norman Brooks who signalled 
the start of the celebration at 2pm with a fantastic selection of folk songs and sea shanties.  Many of 
you will have recognised Derek as he used to work at the Medway Archives some years ago, and we 
are very grateful to Cindy OôHalloran for recommending we contact Derek.  Whilst the music played, 
a slide show of photographs from past issues of The Clock Tower was shown and later in the day this 
was replaced by a selection of old Pathé news reel films, kindly supplied by FOMA Committee 
member, Rob Flood. 
 
The Copper River Distillery was a splendid setting and members were given guided tours and samples 
of Dockyard gin and vodka to try.  Special cocktails and full size bottles were also available and 
proved to be popular purchases!  This all also helped to wash down the buffet which had been 
prepared by FOMAôs Elaine Gardner, Betty Cole and me, with a little help from Marks and Spencer. 
 
We were very fortunate to have been given some wonderful raffle prizes, including a signed woodcut 
print from Medway artist, Billy Childish.  FOMA Membership Secretary Betty Cole had contacted 
Billy and she was overwhelmed when he and the L-13 Light Industrial Workshop agreed to donate the 
work which had an estimated value of over £530.  We were also thrilled when FOMA member and 
City of Rochester Society Chairman Alan Moss discovered he had bought the winning ticket! 
 
The highlight of the afternoon ï apart from the raffle ï was a special presentation by The City of 
Rochester Society of a cheque for £2,600.  Engineered by FOMA Secretary, Odette Buchanan, the 
money is a grant to FOMA to purchase a new Uscan fiche/film reader for the Archives to use in their 
new facility in Bryant Road, Strood.  The presentation followed speeches by FOMA President; 
Russell Race, former Medway Borough Archivist Stephen Dixon, and FOMA Chairman, Tessa 
Towner. 
 
We were delighted that Russell Race was able to attend and that Stephen, who is now Essex County 
Archivist, had travelled such a long way to attend our special celebration.  It was Stephen who had 
first thought of starting a Friends group and in his speech he commented on how over the years the 
Friends has grown and remained committed to its original cause, going from strength to strength. 
The one person who was unable to attend, because of a family wedding, was FOMA Honorary Life 
Member, our friend Henk van der Linden.  The FOMA Committee had worked with Henk many times 
over the past few years raising the profile of his work on the Live Bait Squadron and those who 
perished in WWI.  Only the week before Tessa Towner and I had travelled to The Hague to see Henk 
presented with the British Empire Medal, in recognition of the tremendous work he has done (see 
page 7).  However, Henk was with us in spirit and sent the following message: 
 

ñDear Tessa and Amanda 
Dear FOMA-members, 
 
From The Netherlands I wish you all a marvellous 10-Year Celebration, Saturday 25 March. 
 
I wish I could attend. I am very honoured to be your Life Long Member, and was really 
emotionally moved meeting Tessa and Amanda again at the British Embassy, last 17 March. 
On occasion of my BEM.  
 
I cannot be with you, because of the wedding of my daughter next week, and her departure 
with husband and son to Mauritius a few weeks later. I know this is a shame, but I cannot help 
it. 
 
FOMA and me, Tessa, Amanda and me, we are good friends. I met Tessa for the first time at 
Chatham  after  she  reacted  upon  my  appeal  in  Medway  Messenger.    I  was  looking  for  
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descendants of the men of the Live Bait Squadron. This must have been 2011 or so. Since 
FOMA did a marvellous job on behalf of the families of all these men. The Live Bait 
Squadron Society owes FOMA a lot. We together succeeded in a great one and only 
remembrance Service at the Dockyard and in Holland too, 22 and 24 September 2014. 
 
FOMA, thank you, and keep up the good work. Within my possibilities I will always be 
available to assist. And certainly will be present at a future meeting. 
 
My kindest regards, 
 
Henk van der Lindenò 

 

 
óTongue in Cheekô, Derek Moore (right) and Norman Brooks entertain us; photograph, David 
Thomas. 
 
 
Many members drifted away once the buffet had been eaten and the distillery tours had come to an 
end.  However, a hardy core remained to join in with Tongue in Cheekôs fantastic sing-along - a 
happy ending to a very happy day.  
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Henk van der Linden Receives the British Empire Medal 
Amanda Thomas 
 
 
On Thursday 16 March 2017 Tessa Towner and I set off from Londonôs St Pancras International 
railway station for The Hague.  We were going to attend a special ceremony at the British Embassy to 
honour the work of our friend and FOMA Honorary Life Member, Henk van der Linden who had 
been awarded the British Empire Medal by Her Majesty The Queen.  The Medal is awarded ófor 
meritorious civil or military service worthy of recognition by the Crown.ô

1
 

 
Several months ago, Henk received the following letter from Colonel James I. R. Phillips, the British 
Defence Attaché for The Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg:  
 

óDear Mr van der Linden, 
I have been asked by the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to inform 
you in strict confidence that he proposes to submit your name to HM The Queen to receive an 
honorary British Empire Medal (BEM). This honour would be in recognition of your services 
to the County of Kent and the Royal Navy.  In the meantime. I should be grateful if you could 
keep the details of this proposal award in strict confidence ï it canôt be made public until The 
Queen has given her formal approval for your award.ô  

 
Then in November, Henk was notified that HM The Queen had indeed approved the award, and 
naturally we were thrilled to receive an invitation to the event, scheduled for Friday 17 March 2017 
(pictured). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Many of you are familiar with the name Henk van der Linden, a Dutch economist who one day in 
2004 strayed into the war graves cemetery in The Hague.  He was on his way to a meeting but could 
not find a space for his car and so parked near to the cemetery, a decision which led him to uncover 
the almost forgotten story of Chatham's three cruisers: HMS Aboukir, Hogue and Cressy.  Since that 
day Henk has worked ceaselessly to raise the profile of the story of the cruisers, the so-called Live 
Bait Squadron (LBS).  He calls this Our Road to Chatham, a journey which he had thought was at an 
end on 21 September 2014.  It was then that we all gathered to commemorate the lives of the 1,459 
men and boys ï many from the Medway Towns - who perished in the space of a few hours in the 
North Sea on the morning of 22 September 1914.  Little did Henk know then that so much more was 
to come! 
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Henkôs 2008 book Live Bait Squadron (ISBN 978-9461532602), his society and website 
(http://www.livebaitsqn-soc.info/) have continued to touch the lives of many people in Britain and the 
Netherlands.  Most important of all, he has provided an explanation for what happened in September 
1914 and given óclosureô to many descendants, a process which has continued since September 2014.  

 
Tessa Towner and Amanda Thomas at 
the ceremony; photograph by Alice 
Barrigan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When Tessa and I arrived at the British 
Embassy in The Hague on  the morning of 
Friday 17 March, security was tight.  
Awards were also to be presented to Hiltje 
van Eck and Jeanne Melchers.  Their 
stories are also extraordinary.  According 
to the official citation, óFor over 30 years 
Hiltje van Eck has tirelessly devoted 
herself to remembering the sacrifices 
made by British soldiers and airmen in 
their attempt to liberate the region during 
the Battle of Arnhem in 1944; to 
supporting the veterans and their families 
who continue to make the annual 
pilgrimage; and, through her involvement 
with local community and veteransô 
organisations é In 1999, on the occasion 
of the 55

th
 Anniversary of the Battle of 

Arnhem, she was again the driving force 
behind the Pegasus reunion. é These 
reunions, would simply not have 
happened had it not been for the energy, 
initiative and dedication of Hiltje van 
Eck.ô

2
  At the time of the Battle of 

Arnhem Hiltje was only three years old - 
her family were members of the 
Resistance.  According to an article about 
her in The Daily Mail (27 September 
2014) the family óhoused a little Jewish 
girl for the entire war and helped 50 
British troops evade capture after the 
Battle of Arnhem.ô

3
   

 
Henk and Toos van der Linden 
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Jeanne Melchersô father was also a member of the Resistance and the official citation at the ceremony 
in The Hague explains what she has been doing for over 20 years to help and support World War Two 
veterans and their relatives: óMrs Jeanne Melchers began to provide support and assistance in 1995 to 
groups of war widows, sons, daughters and veterans travelling to the Netherlands with the Royal 
British Legion to visit the graves of their relatives at the various war cemeteries.  Since that date she 
has arranged for local Dutch friends and families at Nijmegen to take those relatives to the appropriate 
War cemetery or churchyard in their private cars, and host them for the day.ô

4
 

 
Henk, his wife Toos (pictured previous page) and their family were there to greet us all and Tessa and 
I were delighted to see so many familiar faces from the LBS commemorations of 2014, including the 
Tice family.  John Tice is the grandson of survivor William (Billy) Tice, a Petty Officer Stoker on 
HMS Hogue.   

John Tice pictured with his wife and daughter and FOMA Chairman, Tessa Towner. 
 
 
John was an early member of the LBS Society and it was he who wrote to the Daily Mail many years 
ago about Henkôs quest.  The publicity from this coverage uncovered even more descendants.  Alice 
and Robert Barrington were also in the crowd.  In 2011 Alice had emailed Henk about her ancestor, 
15 year old midshipman Duncan Stubbs, who had perished on board HMS Aboukir.  It was the story 
of Duncan Stubbs and his friend W.H. Wykeham-Musgrave, or Kit, which had taken centre stage in 
the television documentary on the LBS made by Klaudie Bartelink ï who was also at the presentation.  
The 15 year old cadets from Dartmouth Naval College survived all three sinkings but were drowned 
attempting to save the life of another, older man.  Klaudieôs documentary also featured Stubbs' great 
nephew and Alice's son, Duncan Barrigan, a keen diver who was filmed diving down to the wrecks 
with the rest of the team.  Sadly Duncan was unable to attend the ceremony in The Hague.  However, 
Aliceôs cousin Michael Banks and his wife Wendy were able to attend, as was (second cousin once 
removed) Richard Channon, R.N. retd..  Richard had read about Henkôs quest in the Navy News back 
in 2011 and it was he who had sent Alice Barrigan a clipping and urged her to contact Henk.  It was 
also Richard who had recommended Henk for the British Empire Medal. 
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From left to right: Klaudie Bartelink, Wendy Banks, Richard Channon, R.N. retd., Alice Barrigan,  
Michael Banks, FOMA Chairman, Tessa Towner. 
 
 
The presentations were made by Sir Geoffrey Adams, British Ambassador to the Netherlands, and the 
citations were read by Colonel James Phillips, British Defence Attaché for The Netherlands, Belgium 
and Luxembourg.  Whilst the whole process did not take longer than about 15 minutes, it was 
extremely moving.  Afterwards we toasted the recipients with champagne and were allowed to wander 
through the Embassy rooms and admire the most extraordinary art collection ï altogether a rare 
privilege indeed.   
 
 
 
 
Notes 
1,2. From the official citation, courtesy of James Phillips, Colonel (Army), British Defence Attaché 
for The Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg. 
3. http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2771728/Seventy-years-Arnhem-never-forgotten-debt-
thousands-British-Polish-soldiers-gave-lives-ill -fated-Allied-plan-deliver-final-blow-Hitler.html 
4. From the official citation, courtesy of James Phillips, Colonel (Army), British Defence Attaché for 
The Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg. 
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Flying Officer Mark Jones, Colonel James Phillips, British Defence Attaché for The Netherlands, 
Belgium and Luxembourg, Lieutenant Nick Jackson-Spence.  
 
 
 
 
Henkôs Speech 
 
 
Henk was unable to make a speech he had prepared at the ceremony.  We are delighted to have the 
opportunity to print it in full here. 
 
 
Mr Ambassador, Sir Geoffrey, Colonel James Phillips, Cpt Richard Channon, the Representative of 
Medway Cllr Adrian Gulvin, The Mayor of The Hague, Mr Tom de Bruijn, the Deputy Mayor of my 
hometown ôs-Hertogenbosch Mr Eric Logister, my Family and friends, and my two collegues Hiltje, 
Jeanne and their company.   
 
Thank you, Mr Ambassador for your kind words and your great hospitality.  
 
The moment I learned about this great honour I decided to dedicate it to the men on the cruisers and 
their families. This honour is because of my efforts to do them justice, after 100 years. These efforts 
have been made possible by many people, several are here now. I owe you all a lot. My invitation to 
be my guest here is my way to express my gratitude. I do not need mention your names, for you all 
know I personally have something in common with each of you. Each of you played a part in this 
history, and consequently played a part in my life. You were very welcome. 
 
I wish to thank one person in particular: my wife Toos. This adventure of mine lasts now for 13 years, 
and took me and her a lot of time, worries and effort. Without her support and tolerance I never would 
have been in Chatham 22 September 2014.  
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You all are on my guest list because you all did play a significant role in achieving the first one and 
only remembrance service in 100 years for these men.  
 
My list counts about sixty persons who actively participated in my adventure. A few days ago I gave 
the list a final check. This final check brought me an unexpected surprise.  
 
You all know that I accidentally met with the story of the cruisers. Most people think I myself found  
the story. That is not true: it is the story that found me, and walked away with me. Of this list of sixty 
guests just five did support me because I requested them to do so. Those five are present here now, 
and they know that I am talking about them. 
 
Of the 55 others, a lot of them are present here too. How come I met you? It is almost unbelievable, 
but very true: I did not find you, you found me. All of you, I never met before, never heard about, 
YOU FOUND ME, you phoned, mailed, wrote me letters and just offered: óDear Henk, can I help 
you?ò. And each of you came out of the blue.   
 
Just like the story that found me at the cemetery, a lot of you did find me. Strange, isnôt it? 
Wonderful, isnôt it?  
 
To conclude: we all have something in common. We all share a wonderful experience; a once in a 
lifetime experience.  
 
The disaster on 22 September 1914 caused a lot of grief and distress to over 1400 British families. It 
caused disrupted families. It caused severe psychological family wounds, wounds that after 100 years 
still are not mended. But: with achieving the Remembrance Service 22 September 2014 we, you and 
me, seem to have done a fine job helping these families to reconcile with history.  
 
Thank you, thank you all. 
 
 
Henk H.M. van der Linden 
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Jeremy Clarkôs Talk on the History of Rochesterôs 

Guildhall 
Odette Buchanan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were most grateful to Jeremy Clark (the Guildhall Museumôs Education Officer) for stepping in to 
the FOMA talk slot on 14 March when Rob Flood had to cancel.  At very short notice Jeremy 
produced an excellent talk guiding us through his detection work on the fabric of the Guildhall 
building to illustrate the changes it had undergone since its inception in 1687, as well as explaining 
the whole concept of a guildhall. 
 
He firstly explained the origin of the word guildhall.  Gild is from the Anglo-Saxon meaning payment, 
so a gild hall was where one went to pay oneôs taxes.  As time went by various other local government 
uses were added to tax collection and by the Middle Ages cities had ever more elaborate guildhalls to 
display their wealth city.  Jeremy referred to the City of London Guildhall and its magnificent 1411 
building built on the site of the original Saxon Great Hall.  This is believed to have been built on the 
ruins of a Roman amphitheatre.  Other cities around the country sought to emulate its beauty and 
splendour and by the seventeenth century most had an all-purpose building at its centre that was a 
meeting place for the town council, an assembly room for public events, a law court, jail, and tax 
office, usually with a colonnade or under-space for a market.  Royal Wootton Bassett has a very good 
example of such a building ï half-timbered and supported on 15 pillars, thus allowing space in the 
under-croft for a market.  It is now the town museum. 
 
In 1695 Sir Cloudesley Shovell was elected Member of Parliament for Rochester (see The Clock 
Tower Issues 10, 11 and 12, May, August and November 2008).  Apart from being remembered 
historically as the Admiral who sank the British fleet as the result of a tiny navigational error off the 
coast of Cornwall, he was immensely rich.  Sir Cloudesley presented the city not only with the lovely 
faade and ómoon-facedô clock over the then corn exchange but also the splendid ceilings in the 
Guildhall. 
 
Architectôs drawings of the original building show it to be very similar then to how it looks now.  It 
functioned as all guildhalls did as a council chamber, law court, assembly room and tax collection 
office, although by the eighteenth century parish wardens collected rates for services such as poor 
relief, street lighting, licensing, etc..  Drawings included the colonnaded under-croft for a market, and 
also a bell tower.  A little later the jail was built to the rear of the building ï where the ladies toilet is 
now situated!  The court room and other chambers on the upper floor were accessed by an outside rear 
stair turret.  The front façade, unlike most guildhalls around the country, was of very rich rubbed brick 
work to further impress visitors and remind them of Rochesterôs wealth and importance. 
 
Jeremy described the various additions and amendments to the building.  Sir Cloudesleyôs ceilings 
were plastered in 1695 ï the year of his election to parliament ï and in 1780 the beautiful gilded 
weather vane in the form of an eighteenth century warship was added.  This was refurbished and re-
gilded by the City of Rochester Society in 2015 (see The Clock Tower Issue 42, May 2016).  There 
were then various other alterations in 1838, 1864, 1866, 1907 and 1911, and major repairs and 
alterations in 1979-80.  In 1897 a museum was added as one of the celebrations for Queen Victoriaôs 
Diamond Jubilee. 
 
Jeremy then took us on a virtual tour of his detective work to try and match the afore-mentioned 
alterations and additions to what is visible now - it was fascinating.  In the basement he identified the 
tiny cell windows of the jail, the signs of where the door had been and access to it from the road and 
the court room.  He showed us pictures he had taken of various internal views which confirmed 
amendments and additions mentioned in old records.  By the end of the talk we had an excellent 
knowledge of all the strange little staircases, half-hidden doors, doors no longer in use and some 
puzzling room divisions.  A thoroughly interesting and informative talk ï thanks Jeremy! 
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Major Thomas Scott 
Peter Lyons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOMA member Peter Lyons is retired after a career spent mostly in banking. He has participated in several 
local history and archaeology projects and is currently a volunteer at the Royal Engineers Museum, Chatham 
where he reviews, summarises and enters documentary records so that they are available to the general public 
on the museumôs computer. 
 
 
As Pat Salterôs series Roll out the Red Carpet comes to an end (see page 28), we will be starting a 
new series in the next issue of The Clock Tower.  FOMA member Peter Lyons has written a 
fascinating collection of articles containing extracts from the diaries of Major Thomas Scott.  The 
series will be in three parts: Army Discipline, Coach Travel and Grand Tour. 
 
Here is a taste of what is to come: 
 
 
Major Thomas Scott (1788 to 1834) was an officer in the Royal Artillery and during the Napoleonic 
Wars was in Sicily and Spain, at Waterloo and in the Army of Occupation in France.  He was born in 
Rochester, was a frequent visitor in later life as his mother maintained a house there, and was related 
to an old Kent family the Scotts of Scotôs Hall, Smeeth. 
 
Twenty three volumes of his diaries are held by the Royal Engineers Museum, Chatham, running 
from 1811 to 1834, with a gap from June 1814 to July 1815.  Passages in these diaries relate to 
discipline in the army which was harsh, particularly in time of war as evidenced by these experiences 
beginning in Sicily and later elsewhere. 
 
 

 
 

 
****  

The FOMA Celebration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A view of the Copper Rivet Distillery at Chatham Dockside, the venue for the FOMA Celebration.  
See page 5.  Photograph by David Thomas. 
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