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FOMAmarkedour tenth anniversary on Saturday 25 March 2017 with a celebration at the C§pper
Rivet Distillery, Chatham Docksid&he highlight of the event was a presentation by the Citg of
Rochester Saociety of a cheque for £2,600, a grant to FOMA to purchase a newfidse#ilm

reader for the Archives to use in their new facility in Bryant Road, Strood. Piciieeda Townej,

FOMA Chairman, Bob Ratcliffe, President of the City of Rochester Society, Russell Rage, FOMA
President.Photograph by David Thomas.

ALSONSIDE, FOMAHONORARVYIFE MEMBER HENK VAN DER LINDEN
RECEIVES THE BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL



The FOMA Celebration

One of the highlights of the FOMA Celebration was the Grand Raffle. This was won by FOMA
membey and City of Rochester Chairman, Alan Moss. Alan is pictured here holding his prize, a
woodcut print by Medway artist Billy Childish, estimated to be worth over £500.

Former Medway Borougtrchivist and now Essex
County Archivist, Stephen Dixoaddresses guests
Stephen founded FOMA just over ten years ago.

See pagé for more details.

Photographs by David Thomas.




Chairmands Letter

Tessa Towner

So much has happened si nc e Unfortuwatetytl mustmatart wittaserhe Ch ai r
sad news. Having served FOMA as Chairman for a
down and let somebody else take over. At the AGM on 11 April a new committeleawdbeen

elected and by the time you tethis, a new Chairman will have been elected at the next committee
meeting .

On to more uplifting matters. In March Amanda Thomas and | travelled to Holland on the Eurostar to
see Henk van der Linden receive his British Empire Medal from the Britishaggablor. You can

read all about the ceremony on p&geWe were absolutely thrilled to have been invited and the day
proved to be a wonderful opportunity to meetwith old friends from the 2014 Live Bait Squadron
commemorations.

On Saturday 25 Mahcwe held the FOMA Celebration at the Copper Rivet Distillery, Chatham
Docksi de. Over 50 people attended and we were
Derek Moore and NormaBrooks recommended t o uSheysangéaishaittyy OO6 Ha l
and fdk songs and at the end of thel€bration we had a sirgjong! The buffet was supplied by
members of the committee, and we are indebted to Elaine Gardner, Amanda Thomas and Betty Cole
for the amount of time they spebaking and cooking. Ahe Glebrationl introduced our President

Russell Race to say a few words and then Stephen Dixon, our former Archivist at MALSC, also
spoke. Stephen had made a special journey from Essex to be witkallbwing the speeches we

were presented by the €ibf Rochester Society with a cheque for £2,600, a grant to FOMA to
purchase a new Uscan fiche/film reaflarthe Archives Odette Buchanan set the wheels in motion

for this some time ago.

Those that attended the Celebration were also given a tourdistillery but one of the main
highlights was undoubtedly the raffle. Betty Colavith a bit of help from Irina Fridman did a

fantastic job acquiring our star raffle prize woodcut print byMedway artist Billy Childish We
were delighted when Alailoss won it!

New Members

A warm welcome to new FOMA members John and Carmelita Eliott VVal Barrand



Secretaryobds Report

Odette Buchanan

Phewiwhat a manic time this | ast qumuchtoalo, soHitHes been
ti me. O The FOMA tenth anniver sarplus alegdeadualat i on,
admin. Emails were pinging round the committee, filling up in boxes with copies of copies of
answers to questions that questioned theipus answer. Occasionally someone would be left off

the loop with a question but would receive several copies of the answer. So another round of emails
started, a bit like musical chairs or that dance the Paul Jones. (Who was Paul Jones and why did he
have a dance named after him?) And then, in the midst of the eversfaist@ng mayhem, Tessa

Towner and Amanda Thomas cleared off to Holland for the presentation of the British Empire Medal

to our Dutch friend Henk van der Linden (see p&geOn thei return things shifted up a gear! With

just a week to go to the Celebrationad we sold enough tickets, was there going to be enoughi food

and where were the annual reports for the AGM?

But there was no time to rest on our laurels. Rob Flood styddEalised he had a work commitment

on the day he was to give his talk, 6A Ratds Tal
Jeremy Clarke saved the day by agreeing to give his tatke history of the Guildhall Rob then

decided to turrhis talk into a walk on Saturday June 10 (see [@8)e after all, where better to
appreciate the information than by being at the
now needed is a nice fine day.

Of course everything turned out finethre end because as always the committee worked together and
pulled out the stops. On Saturday 25 March we all had a jolly good time at the Copper Rivet Gin
Distillery, even thos® wvahnod dE | daitheAGMiekemdighir.n, ( s e e
As al ways Jeremyb6s talk was excl8l 1l ent and you ca
At the FOMA Celebration we were especially pleased to welcome Vice President Russell Race who
accepted the presentation c¢hegqgue obert RawliffeCiThisy of R
you wi || remember, is for FOMA to purchase a s
Strood. We were also pleased to extend a warm welcome to other members of the City of Rochester
Society, especially Chairman Alan MossdaYice Chairman Pam Gibbon. It was a shame our
President, Sir Robert Worcester could not attend (due to a previous engagement) but fortunately he

was able to attend the AGM where he gave us a short but interesting talk about hiwideridur

during whith he reminded other countries of the birth of democracy in Englai oldest

democracy in the world.

But donodt take a breath yet! At tehresignii@cd8 T e s s ¢
Chairman | ask you! What had we done to upset her? hivgt apparentlyshe just thought it was

time for someone else to have a tui®ighs of relief all round and the prospetthe nextFOMA

Committee meetingof having something extiateresting to discuss and vote onlessahas

performed her duties diligently over the years and all those who attended the AGM gave her a hearty
round of applausehen she was presentetth a bouquet.

As we stagger off into the summer | am hopingdfdnit of a sit down Hang on! T e r endethings o
else to look forward td the grand opening of MALSC at their splendid new premises in Bryant
Road,  Strood. Do check the MALSC and FOMA  Facebook pages
(www.facebook.com/medwayarchivesid www.facebook.com/fomalgdor further information and

the FOMA website [ittp://fomalsc.org)



The FOMA Celebration

Amanda Thomas

The FOMA Celebration marked ten years of supporting the Medway Archives and Local Studies
Centre and took place on Saturday 25 March 2017 at the Copper Rivet Distillery, Cbattksite.
We were delighted so many members were able to attend.

Entertainment was provided by 06 TBroogsubo sigmalle€h e e k 6,
the start of the celebration at 2pm with a fantastic selection of folk songs and sea shanties. Many of

you will have recognised Derek as he used to work at the Medway Archives some years ago, and we
are very gr at e faufor recoommedding eeycontaét Bexrdk.| VBhilst the music played,

a slide show of photographs from past issuebhef Clock Towewas shown and later in the day this

was replaced by a selection of old Pathé news reel films, kindly supplied by FOMA Committee
member, Rob Flood.

The Copper River Distillery was a splendid setting and members were given guided tours and samples

of Dockyard gin and vodka to try. Special cocktails and full size bottles were also available and
proved to be popular purchases! This all also helped to wash down the buffet which had been
prepared by FOMAGs EIl ai ne Gar difrewrMarksBaedtSpepncerCo |l e an

We were very fortunate to have been given some wonderful raffle prizes, incluslonged woodcut

print from Medway artist, Billy Childish. FOMA Membership Setary Betty Cole had contacted
Billy and she was overwhelmed whendralthe L-13 Light Industrial Workshop agreed to donate the
work which had an estimated value of over £530. We were also thrilled when FOMA member and
City of Rochester Society @irman Alan Moss discoverdee had bought the winning ticket!

The highlight of the afternoori apart from the rafflé was a special presentation by The City of
Rochester Societgf a cheque for £2,600. Engineered by FOMA Secretary, Odette Buchanan, the
money is a grant to FOMA to purchase a new Uscan fiche/film reader fér¢hves to use in their

new facility in Bryant Road, Strood. The presentation followgedeches byOMA President;
Russell Raceformer Medway BoroughArchivist Stephen Dixon, and FOMA Chairmaiiessa
Towner.

We were delighted that Russell Race was &blattend and that Stephen, who is nesgex County
Archivist, had travelled such a long way to attend our special celebration. It was Stephen who had
first thought of starting a Friends group and in his speech he commented on how over the years the
Friends has grown and remained committed to its original cause, going from strength to strength.

The one person who was unable to attend, because of a family wedding, was H@draryLife

Member, our friend Henk van der Linden. The FOMA Committee had wavkbdHenk many times

over the past few years raising the profile of his work on the Live Bait Squadron and those who
perished in WWI. Only the week before Tessa Towner and | had travelled to The Hague to see Henk
presented with the British Empire Medal, recognition of the tremendous work he has done (see
page7). However, Henk was with us in spirit and sent the following message:

fiDear Tessa and Amanda
Dear FOMAmembers,

FromThe Netherlands | wish you all a marvellousYi€ar Celebration, Saturday 25 March.

I wish | could attend. | am very honoured to be your Life Long Member, and was really
emotionally moved meeting Tessa and Amanda again at the British Embassy, lasthh7 Mar
On occasion of my BEM.

I cannot be with you, because of the wedding of my daughter next week, and her departure
with husband and son to Mauritius a few weeks later. | know this is a shame, but | cannot help
it.

FOMA and me, Tessa, Amanda and me,ane@good friends. | met Tessa for the first time at
Chathamafter she reactedupon my appealin Medway Messenger. | was looking for
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descendants of the men of the Live Bait Squadron. This must have been 2011 or so. Since
FOMA did a marvdbus job on behalf of the families of all these men. The Live Bait
Squadron Society owes FOMA a lot. We together succeeded in a great one and only
remembrance Service at the Dockyard and in Holland too, 22 and 24 September 2014.

FOMA, thank you, and keepp the good work. Within my possibilities | will always be
available to assist. And certainly will be present at a future meeting.

My kindest regards,

Henk van der Lindeno

6Tongue i n Ch e(igktland NDrmmarBrdoks Bhoedaineigphotograph, David
Thomas

Many members drifted away once the buffet had been eaten and the distillery tours had come to an
end. However, a hardy core remai ned-aong-aj oi n
happy ending to a very happy day.



Henk van der Linden Receives the British Empire Medal

Amanda Thomas

On Thursday 16 March 2017 Tessa Towner and | S
railway station for The Hague. We were going to attend a special ceremony at the British Embassy to
honour the work of our friend and FOMWonoraryLife Member, Hak van der Linden who had

been awarded the British Empire Medal by Her Majesty The Queen. The Melalsr ded o6f or
meritorious civil or military 'service worthy of

Several months ago, Henk received the following letter f@monel James IR. Phillips, the British
Defene Attaché for The Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg:

Mear Mr van der Linden,

I have been asked by the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to inform

you in strict confidence that he pages to submit your name to HM The Queen to receive an
honorary British Empire Medal (BEM). This honour would be in recognition of your services

to the County of Kent and the Royal Navy. In the meantime. | should be grateful if you could

keep the detailsf this proposal award in strict confideicée t cand6t be made pub
Queen has given her formal approval for your

Then in November, Henk was notified that HM The Queen had indeed approved the award, and
naturally we were thrilled toeceive an invitation to the event, scheduled for Friday 17 March 2017
(pictured).

On the occasion of the presentation of the British Empire Medal to Mrs Hiltje van Eck, Mrs Jeanne
Melchers and Mr Henk van der Linden

The British Ambassador
requests the pleasure of your company
for avin d’honneur

on Friday 17 March, 1z pm

Ambassador’s Residence RSVP by g March
Plein 1813, no1 - .
2514 JN The Hague Dress: Tenue de Ville

Many of you are familiar with the name Henk van der Linden, a Dutch economist who one day in
2004 strayed into the war graves cemetery in The Hague. He was on his way to a meeting but could
not find a space for his car and so parked near to the cemetegjsion which led him to uncover

the almost forgotten story of Chatham's three cruisers: KAbtsukir, HogueandCressy Since that

day Henk has worked ceaselessly to raise the profile of the story of the cruiserscéifiedstive

Bait Squadron (LBS) He calls thiOur Road to Chathama journey which he had thought was at an

end on 21 September 2014. It was then that we all gathered to commemorate the lives of the 1,459
men and boy$ many from the Medway Townswho perished in the space of a fewurs in the

North Sea on the morning of 22 September 1914. Little did Henk know then that so much more was
to comel!



Henkds 2 OLlv8 Balh squkdron(ISBN 9789461532602), his society and website
(http://www.livebaitsgrsoc.info/) have continued touch the lives of many people in Britain and the
Netherlands. Most important of all, he has provided an explanation for what happened in September
1914 and given 6closured to many descendants, a

Tess Towner and Amanda Thomas at
the ceremony; photograph by Alice
Barrigan.

When Tessa and | arrived at the Biriti
Embassy in The Hague on the morning
Friday 17 March, security was tight
Awards were also to be presented to Hilt
van Eck and Jeanne MelchersTheir
stories are also extraordinary. Accordi
to the official Ci
Hiltie van Eck has tirelessly devotec
herself to remembering the sacrifice
made by British soldiers and airmen i
their attempt tdiberate the region during
the Battle of Arnhem in 1944; to
supporting the veterans and their familig
who continue to make the annud
pilgrimage; and, through her involvemerg
wi t h | ocal commun
organi sations €é In
of the 58" Anniversary of the Battle of
Arnhem, she was again the driving ford
behind t he P e g dhese ¢
reunions, would simply not havd
happened had it not been for the energ
initiative and dedication of Hiltie van
Ec k. A the time of the Battle of
Arnhem Hiltje was only three years old
her family were members of thg
Resistance. According to an article abo
her in The Daily Mail (27 September
2014) t hheused a rittlel Jgwisld
girl for the entire war and helpe&0
British troops evade capture after t

A

Battle of Arnhem. d

ear s

Henk and Toos van der Linden



Jeanne Melchers6é father was also a member of the
in The Hague explains what she has been doing for dvgea&rs to help and support World War Two
veterans and their relatives: OMrs Jeanne Mel che
groups of war widows, sons, daughters and veterans travelling to the Netherlands with the Royal
British Legion b visit the graves of their relatives at the various war cemeteries. Since that date she

has arranged for local Dutch friends and families at Nijmegen to take those relatives to the appropriate

War cemetery or churchyard in their private cars, and hestth f or “t he day. 6

Henk, his wife Toos (picturegrevious pageand their family were there to greet us all and Tessa and
I were delighted to see so many familiar faces fromLBB8 commemorations of 2014, including the
Tice family. John Tice ishe grandson ofurvivor William (Billy) Tice, a Petty Officer Stoker on
HMS Hogue

|~ A ' :
John Tice pictured with his wife and daughter and FOMA Chairman, Tessa Towner.

John was an early member of the LBS Society and it was he who wroteDaily&lail many years

ago about Henkdés quest. The publicity from thi
and Robert Barrington were also in the crowd. In 2011 Alice had emailed Henkhetn@ricestor,

15 year old midshipman Duncan Stubbs, who hatsiped on board HM®boukir. It was the story

of Duncan Stubbs and his friend W.WykehamMusgrave, or Kitwhich had taken centre stage in

the television documentary on the LBS mad&lgudie Bartelink who was also at the presentation.

The 15 year old cadets from Dartmouth Naval College survived all three sinkings but were drowned
attempting to save the lifeefnot her , ol der man. Kl audi ebs docu
nephew and Alice's son, Duncan Barrigan, a keen diver who was filmed diving down to the wrecks

with the rest of the team. Sadly Duncan was unable to attend the ceremony in The Htageaeer,

Al icebs cousin Michael Banks and his wife Wendy
removed) Richard Channon, R. N. r et dNavy Newdsackc har d |
in 2011 and it was he who hadnt Alice Barrigan a @ping andurged her to contact Henk. It was

also Richard who had recommended Henk for the British Empire Medal.
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http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/search?f%5B0%5D=makerString%3AWykeham-Musgrave%2C%20Wenham%20Humfry%20%28%27Kit%27%29&query=

i e T S, o VA T A N i B
From left to right:Klaudie Bartelink Wend ks, Richard Channon, R.N. retd., Alice Barrigan,
Michael Banks, FOMA Chairman, TesBawnert

The presentations were made by Sir Geoffrey Adams, British Ambassador to the Netherlands, and the
citations were read by Colonel James Phillips, British Defence Attaché for The Netherlands, Belgium
and Luxembourg. Whilst the whole process did take longer than about 15 minutes, it was
extremely moving. Afterwards we toasted the recipients with champagne and were allowed to wander
through the Embassy rooms and admire the most extraordinary art colleciibogether a rare
privilege indeed.

Notes

1,2. From the official citation, courtesy of James Phillips, Colonel (Army), British Defence Attaché
for The Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg.

3. http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/articie7 71728/SeventyearsArnhemneverforgotterdebt
thousadsBritish-Polishsoldiersgavelives-ill -fatedAllied -plan-deliverfinal-blow-Hitler.html

4. From the official citation, courtesy of James Phillips, Colonel (Army), British Defence Attaché for
The Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg.
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Flying Officer Mark Jones, Colonel James Phillips, British Defence Attaché for The Netherlands,
Belgium and Luxembourg, Lieutenant Nick JackSpence.

Henko6s Speech

Henk was unable to make a speech he had prepared at the ceremony. We are ttelgiveedhe
opportunity to print it in full here.

Mr Ambassador, Sir Geoffrey, Colonel James Phillips, Cpt Richard Channon, the Representative of
Medway ClIr Adrian Gulvin, The Mayor of The Hague, Mr Tom de Bruijn, the Deputy Mayor of my

h o me t oHemogedbssch Mr Eric Logister, my Family and friends, and my two collegues Hiltje,
Jeanne and their company.

Thank you, Mr Ambassador for your kind words and your great hospitality.

The moment | learned about this great honour | decided to dedicatthé men on the cruisers and

their families. This honour is because of my efforts to do them justice, after 100 years. These efforts
have been made possible by many people, several are here now. | owe you all a lot. My invitation to
be my guest here is nway to express my gratitude. | do not need mention your names, for you all
know | personally have something in common with each of you. Each of you played a part in this
history, and consequently played a part in my life. You were very welcome.

I wish to thank one person in particular: my wife Toos. This adventure of mine lasts now for 13 years,

and took me and her a lot of time, worries and effort. Without her support and tolerance | never would
have been in Chatham 22 September 2014.
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You all are on my guest list because you all did play a significant role in achieving the first one and
only remembrance service in 100 years for these men.

My list counts about sixty persons who actively participated in my adventure. A few days ago | gave
the list a final check. This final check brought me an unexpected surprise.

You all know that | accidentally met with the story of the cruisers. Most people think | myself found
the story. That is not true: it is the story that found me, and walked witrayne. Of this list of sixty

guests just five did support me because | requested them to do so. Those five are present here now,
and they know tha am talking about them.

Of the 55 others, a lot of them are present here too. How come | met yoahrb& unbelievable,
but very true: | did not find you, you found me. All of you, | never met before, never heard about,
YOU FOUND ME, you phoned, mai | ed, wrote me | ett

you?0. And each ofe.you came out of the blu
Just |l i ke the story that found me at t he cemet
Wonder ful , i snot it ?

To conclude: we all have something in common. We all share a wonderful experience; a once in a
lifetime experience.

The disasteon 22 September 1914 caused a lot of grief and distress to over 1400 British families. It
caused disrupted families. It caused severe psychological family wounds, wounds that after 100 years
still are not mended. But: with achieving the Remembrance S&2i&eptember 2014 we, you and

me, seem to have done a fine job helping these families to reconcile with history.

Thank you, thank you all.

Henk H.M. van der Linden
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Jeremy Clarkodés Tal k o T “"Istor
Guildhall

Odette Buchanan

We were most grateful to Jeremy Clark (the Guild
the FOMA talk slot on 14 March when Rob Flood had to cancel. At very short notice Jeremy
produced an excellent talk guiding us through his detection workhe fabric of the Guildhall

building to illustrate the changes it had undergone since its inception in 1687, as well as explaining

the whole concept of guildhall.

He firstly explained the origin of the word guildhatkild is from the AngleSaxon meaing payment

so a gild hall was where one went to pay oneds t
uses were added to tax collectimd ty the Middle Ages cities had ever more elaborate guildhalls to
display thé& wealth city. Jeremyreferred to the City of London Guildhall and its magnificent 1411
building built on the site of the original Saxon Great Hdlhis is believed to have been buwtt the
ruins of a Roman amphitheatrédther cities around the country sought to emulate itutyeand
splendour and by theeventeentltentury most had an ghurpose building at its centre that was a
meeting place for the town council, an assembly room for public ewvemdsy court, jail, andax
office, usually with acolonnade or undespace ér a market. Royal Wootton Bassett has a very good
example of such a building half-timbered and supported on 15 pillatisus allowing space in the
undekcroft for a market. It is now the townuseum.

In 1695 Sir Cloudksley ShovH was elected Membeaf Parliament for Rochester (s@de Clock

Tower Issues 10, 11 and 12, May, August and November 20@§)art from being remembered

historically as the Admiral who sank the British flest the result o tiny navigational error off the

coast of Cornwallhe was immensely richSir Cloudesleyresented the city not only with the lovely
faldha”de afnadc eddndo omml ock over the then corn exchang
Guildhall.

Architectds drawings of t hsimilarthéntgpihowatllookbnow.lldi ng s |
functioned as all guildhalls did as a council chamber, law court, assembly room and tax collection
office, although by thesighteenthcenturyparish wardengollected rates for services such as poor

relief, streetighting, licensing, etc. Drawings includedhe coloinaded undecroft for a market, and

alsoa bell tower. A little later the jail was butth the reaiof the buildingi where the ladies toilet is

now situated!The court roonand other chambemn the upper floor were accessed by an outside rear

stair turret. The front fagade, unlike most guildhalls around the cowasyof very rich rubbed brick

work to further impress visito@nd remindthemdRoc hest er 6 s weal th and i mpo

Jeremy descrite t he various additions and amendments t
were plastered in 1696 the year of his election to parliameintand in 1780 the beautiful gilded

weather vane in the form of an eighteenth century warship was addedwakhrefurbished and +e

gilded by the City of Rochester Society in 2015 ($be Clock Towetssue 42, May 2016). There

were then various other alterations in 1838, 1864, 1866, 1907 and d®d inajor repairs and
alterations in 19780. In 1897 amuseumas added as one of the cel ebr
Diamond Jubilee.

Jeremythen took us on a virtual tour of his detective work to try and match the-ratmwgoned
alterations and additions to what is visible noivwas fascinating In the basment he identified the

tiny cell windows of the jail, the signs of where the door had been and access to it from the road and
the court room. He showed us pictures he had taken of various internalwiggysconfirmed
amendments and additions mentioriedld records. By the end of the talkve had an excellent
knowledge of all the strange little staircases, -halflen doors, doors no longar useand some
puzzling room divisions A thoroughly inteesting and informative talk thanks Jeremy!
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Major Thomas Scott

Peter Lyons

FOMA member Peter Lyons is retired after a career spent mostly in banking. He has participated in several
local history and archaeology projects and is currently a volunteer at the Royal Engineers Museum, Chatham
where he reviews, summarises and enters documentary records so that they are available to the general public
on the museumbdbs computer.

As Pat Sa RdleutthesRed Garpé&omeas to an end (see page 28), we will be starting a
new series in the nexssue ofThe Clock Tower FOMA member Peter Lyons has written a
fascinating collection of articles containing extracts from the diaries of Major Thomas Scott. The
series will be in three part&army Discipling Coach TraveandGrand Tour

Here is a tate of what is to come:

Major Thomas Scott (1788 to 1834) was an officer in the Royal Artillery and during the Napoleonic

Wars was in Sicily and Spain, at Waterloo and in the Army of Occupation in France. He was born in
Rochester, was a frequent visitorlater life as his mother maintained a house there, and was related

to an old Kent family the Scotts of Scotédés Hall,

Twenty three volumes of his diaries are held by the Royal Engineers Museum, Chatham, running
from 1811 to 1834, with a gap frodune 1814 to July 1815. Passages in these diaries relate to
discipline in the army which was harsh, particularly in time of war as evidenced by these experiences
beginning in Sicily and later elsewhere.

*kkk

The FOMA Celebration

A view of the Copper Rivet Distillery at Chatham Dockside, the venue for the FOMA Celebration.
See pagé. Photograph by David Thomas.
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