TheArchaeologicaDig at Cliffe

Following the geophysical survey (segrevious page and in Daniélilmer-
BrownQa KIyRZ NARIKGO GKS | NOKFS2f23)k0l
earnest again on 23 July 2016. The dig is being run by the Cliffe at Hoo Hisjorical
Society and early indications are that they have discovered a major Anglo Saxon
site. Picturedare ChrisHughesand Daniel at the end of the fourth day. The
group is in need of support in order to raise awareness of the site and to engure
that the Cliffe story becomes better known. Do visit their website
www.cliffeathoohistoricalsociety.org/ aml join the group!

Pictured: (left) Chris Hughes, Secretary, and (right) Daniel WikBewn, Chairman @
the Cliffe at Hoo Historical Society. Photograph, Amanda Thomas.

If undelivered, please return to:
Medway Archives Office, c/o Medway Council, Giharf, Dock Road,
Chatham, Kent, ME4 4TR.

The Clock Tower ™ o 77

A3 .dzid g1 CAStRZX f?“".”'-Fé a

[e=-N

Issue Number 43: August 201
£2.00 free to members

The Friends of Medway Archives and Local Studies C
Excepted Charity registration number XR928;

2 KI 0 QaTrunk? (K

{GFNIAY3a Ay (GKA& AaadzsS TddsotaTiNKrinthd lgelofi A 2
Alfred William Baker of Cobham.

Ltaz Ay KA & fascindtingStary abditiadspital adinisSoal 916
PLUS

SPECIAL OFFER for FOMA readers:
5NJ ! YRNB S ! & KoZR4& Orabafed: Ths Bifé of Sharda} Fletcher Waghorn.

NJi

tre
4

| 2

21



Photograph by Michael
Baker

Andrew Ashbee Book Signing

On the evening of 14 June 201f{
(following a wonderful talk by
Dr Jeremy Clarke, entitled
Medway Hulky Andrew sold
and signed copies of his lateq
book Zeal Unabated: The Life
of Thomas Fletcher Waghorr
1800-1850. :

See Bob Ratcl i P8

on page Z for more N
information about the book ancEss
how to purchase it. ——

e

Right: Dr Andrew Ashbee signs &

copy of his book forFOMA [
members Michael and ResiF

fThe contents | ooked inviting. The%%ga!nsﬁ'Cpti(Otgg{apht():yéA‘rBandi;..m - 8 d e d

exploration. Then there was a Ahussi fedo with buttons, pi ns, needl es an
perhaps made by his mother, which every soldier carried. Quickly | thumbed . A~ .
through lists of crickesscores and of game shot, diaries, notebooks and someCI I ffeods An g | o Saxon Her |

del i ghtful s KRead enbreorb page& aboutewhat Michael Baker

discovered and the first part of the extraordinary story of his ancestor, Captain

Alfred William Baker of Owletts.

The Medwayulks

On 14 June Dr. Jeremy Clarkg
gave a talk to FOMA entitled
The Medway Hulk It was a
fascinating evening enhance
by a book sig
Dr Andrew Ashbee (see page
27 and 4). Jeremy is a
fantastic speaker andn the
autumnwill be taking part in
the lecture series at the
Guildhall Museum in Rocheste
to commemorate the 950
anniversary of 1066 (see page
34).

Photograph by Amanda Thomas

Prior to the digwhich commaced at Cliffe in July 201Gsee overleaf) a
geophysical surveyapovg was carried out on the Buttway by members of the
Cliffe at Hoo Historical Society and West Kent Archaeology Socigtye red and
yellow areas indicate high resistance ahé presence of a structure. oid
information can be found atww.cliffeathoohistoricalsociety.org
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The Committee

President
Russell John Race, JP, DL

Vice Presidents
Sue Haydock, Pat Salter, Brian Kingsley Smith,
Professor Sir Robert Worcester KEBE..

Chairman
Tessa Towner 37 Ravenswood Avenue, Frindsbury,
ME2 3BY, Kent.

picketywitch@blueyonder.co.uk

Vice Chairman and Events €wdinator
Elaine Gardner:

102 Valley View Road,
Rochester, ME1 3NX, Kent.
emgardner@virginmedia.com

Treasurer

Josie lles: 141 Watling St, Strood, ME2 3JJ,
Kent.
josie_iles@live .co.uk

Secretary

Odette Buchanan: 72 Jersey Road, Rochester,
ME2 3PE, Kent.

odette buchanan@yahoo.co.uk

Membership Secretary

From the Chairman

Tessa Towner, Chairman.

Once again it is time to bring you up to date on wt
FOMA is doing!

Over the last three years FOMA has been mounting exhibitions at the Medway
Archives about the events of the corresponding year in WWI. These have been
planned andrganisedoy the FOMA Committeeand staged by Vice Chairman,
Elaine Gardneand me using tke information from our online De Caville Index
(http://fomalsc.org/wwi/index.htm)l in memory of the men of the Medway Towns
who died in each year of the First World War.

The photo (right) shows the beginning
of each exhibition

LEST WE FORGET
L WWI

For 1914 we covered the sinking of th
Live Bait Squadron, the HM3boukir, = &
Cressy and Hogue The exhibition ® “

included articles about the war on th= ,

continent and the Battle of Mons, an
what was going on at home. Exhibit
looked at recruitment and visitoy the £ -

Betty Cole: 98 The Wharf, Dock Ead Road, Chatham, King and Queen to the hospitals whe

ME4 4ZS, Kent. the wounded had been taken.

betty-cole@outlook.com o

For 1915 we exhibited some of th

Members newspapers which covered ma
Len Feist: 29 Hawthorn Rd., Rochester ME2 2HW events. These included the loss of H

Ifstrood@yahoo.co.uk Bulwarkwhich had exploded in November 1914, the loss of Hi@8nidable an
Rob Flood: ﬁ;ﬁ'be” Road, Rochester, ME1 3DG, eyewitness account of an air battle over Cliffe, events in the Dardanelles, and alsc

rob@feetontheground.co.uk tr}e IossS%BHMSDrmcess% Irenﬁl]vhlhc/lh gxplogli_ed off the Isle of Grain with the loss
Bob Ratcliffe: 12 King Edward Road, Rochester, of over men, many from the Medway 1owns.

ME1 1UB, Kent. I
Kevin Russell: 11 St Catherineds Al ms Urcyreest 191§ exhibitignifeajures thett®aof Jutland where 6,000 men lost

Rochester, ME1 2AA, Kent.

The Clock ToweEditor and Publicist
Amanda Thomas:

72 Crabtree Lane, Harpenden, AL5 5NS,
Hertfordstire.
amanda@ajthomas.com
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their lives in one single daylLord Kitchener and many RoyalaMy personnel lost

their lives when HMSHampshirewas hit by a German mine: this ship is a
protected war grave. The battle of the Somme &sduredthis yearin the
exhibition and was commemoratedth events in the UK and in France. There
was a very moving ceremony at the Thiepval Memorial on the hundredth
anniversary, attended by members of the Royal Family and the British and French
governments.



Thi s year és exhibition at the Medway i ' di splay wuntil Sept embe
i f you havenot seen any of our exhi?ﬁbﬁquIn@elQ;l%T@qeg able to get to the /
please do come along to see it. My thanks to Elaine for all her help and for

reproducing the nespaper photos of the men of Medway. The Clock Toweris the quarterly journal produced and published by the Friends of

. . . Med Archi d Local Studies Centre (FOMA), fd /index.html.
Finally, | am delighted to report that the FOMA Committee has agreed to purchase edway Archives and Local Studies Centre ( ). www felsworg/index.htm

some new equipmentan Uscanfiche/film reader- fo r MAL SCb6s f o rgyibriel 8eBdiings9

move to the Bryant Road site in StrootVe are also hoping tmise additional Please note, the deadline is thst Monday (or Tuesday when a Bank Holiday occurs) of
funds tohelp out and at the time of going to press Rob Flood and Amanda ThomasJanuary, April, July and October. Articles, letters, photos and any information to be
were looking at exciting ways to do this. considered for inclusion in the journal must be received before this date by the Editor, Mrs

Amanda Thomas, 72 Crabtree Lane, Harpenden, AL5 5NS, Hertfordshire;

FOMA Chairman, Tessa Towner and  amanda@jomas.com.

Vice Chairman Elaine Gardner in front The copy deadline for Issue 44 oThe Clock Toweris Monday 31 October 2016, with

of one of the display boards at MALSC. publication on Wednesday 23 November 2016.
Photographs from Elaine Gardner.
— Publication date
& m The fourth Wednesday following the editorial deadline.
The Clock Tower is printed by Ray Maiseyalbbit Hutch Printers, 106 Charles Drive,
whe . X Cuxton, Kent, ME2 1DU; telephone: 01634 294655; fax: 01634 723510; email:
7 o p 4 Ray@Rabbithutchprinters.com
U W g Copyright
The copyright of the contents dthe Clock Towelbelongs to the Friends of Medway
,, Archives and Local tdies Centre and the authors and owners of any articles and
iof y photographs printed. The contentsTdfe Clock Towemay not be reproduced without
e permission of the Editor and/or the Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre.

Front Cover Accreditations antfebsite Information
The logo forThe Clock Towewas designed by Bob Ratcliffe.
The banner design (incorporating the logo) and theTthie Clock Towewere designed by
i Alexander Thomas.
b The Clock Toweis also available at www.fordac.org/newslettertiml

A Further Information
Further information on the Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre can be obtained on
the MALSC website www.medway.gov.uk/malsc or by writing to Medway Archives

i Office, c/o Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham, Kent, MER.
Strood lerary Bryant Road’ Strood Telephone +44 (0)1634 332714, fax +44 (0)1634 297060; email: malsc@medway.gov.uk

Do you have anphotographs of the old librefy General enquiries about the Friends can be obtained from the Secretary, Odette Buchanar
) . ] 72 Jersey Road, Rochester, ME2 3PE. Telephone: 01634 718231; email:
With MALCS6s move to the ol d | i br|ar yodestel buhanan@yahoBdoykant Road, OMA is thinki

ahead to future exhibitions and we are looking for photographs and informgation
about the old library. In particular, MALSC does not have a photograph of the Membership enquiries should be directed to the Membership Secigedity Cole, 98 The
exterior of the old libary before it was demolished in the 1970s. Do you? Wharf, Dock Head Road, Chatham ME4 4X@nt. Telephoned1634 892976email:
Please contadthe Clock ToweEditor, Amanda Thomas at betty-cole@outlook.com
amanda@ajthomas.com
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of the Bridge Wardens and were sold them to Rochester Corporation for A +

much needed new housing in the years before and after the Second World War.S ecretar yos Re por
Odette Buchanan

Writing in 1943, Canon Wheatley describes Delce Road (or Lane) in earlier

times. Its eastern side was undeveloped and resembled the sidailofag

cutting; the most prominent feature on this side was the Napoleonic Delce

Toweri part of the military defences of Chatham Dockyard. [Old brick walls

near The Cut still mark out the position of this building.] Until serious

development began ithe 19" century, the western side of Delce Road was ullo Eriends!

occupied almost exclusively by scattered timber cottages and market gardeng| ’ AR

where strawberries and potatoes wer ' - i ]

opinion the manor house of Great Delce was tHg building of importance Bt lad fhéwWeather nds pkk@d’ug iter the! Beftestné on record.

here.

he'doWiSid? |
t hat now | have to keep watering the
you who attended enjoyed Jer emy)and e x

: that it ingired those who have not visited the scarily-like hulks exhibition at
Gradually the rural environment of the Delce succumbed tbah@l then 26 : : -
century development. It was this development which led to the creation of Stthe Guildhall Museum in Rochester to do so in the very near future.

Peterds parish, and the buiind8fgg OfTﬁﬁk'ibﬁbero‘?st%téurM%'%eiuan,Kidrb%()%trf%ertget ¢

: : . utumn lectures (see pagé) . Af t er -dutaseries oy BlagmadCarta,s e
The manor house was demolished in 1850, although the farmhouse remameﬁﬂs year the lectures are all related to the"98@niversary of the Battle of

until the1960s. As new housing development engulfed Great Delce Farm, the : -
need for the great thatched bdrmwhich stood in the farmyard diminished r'j]a > ér Ihin get?ail' o ecvt\a/'heethrl: iyac?uu pay for your ticl
and finally disappeaae d , and this o6glorious bui F”&bl ?188 v§15§ e rﬁjﬁ @i smantl ed in
1925, to the undisguised fuly and &6 | a nieal Canoni VBhediley. The next EOMA tallis on 13 S ber. Entitl on Labvri
: yrinthour_speaker

However, he noted that part of the ; kb gﬂ h o 'F&ﬁﬁrﬁeﬁnanapmgsrhe?ﬁa a‘?ngriﬁgo‘?t‘ﬁé
was to be reerected in Cranbrook. Does partb c hest er 6s r ur ‘Jﬁbgue & Socidty é)o dor'% Then therebds the next
stand somewhere in Cranbrook? It would be fascinating to know. drill: tables of six © make new friends by booking individually and rnmgkup a

table. Ticketscost£8nd thi s includes an inter\

bring your own drinks. Booking is always essential for these popular events. You

can contact me on 01634 71823lodette_buchanan@yahoo.coiuknd then pay

at the doar

You may not be aware that this year is th& @fniversary of the government act
which gave local councils permission to erect temporary housing to try and
alleviate the enormous pestir shortage. The various boroughs that now form
Medway all took advantage of this. | am in touch with a societganth East
London that is busy collecting anything to do with prefabs and the people who
lived in them. If you have any memories or memorabilia, please let me know
(contact details as above). | have many memories that | collected for a talk | gave
a fewyears ago and am in the process of collating everything for a new series
which will soon be featured ifhe Clock Tower Watch this space!

New Members

A warm welcome to new FOMA members Ms Susan Payne, Cllr Mr Stuart

Tranter, Mrs Patricia James
44 S



Obituary

Robert Bruce Aubry 19362016

Aubryaods Lif e

Brian Joyce

Long

I met Bruce in 1998 after he contacted me to suggest a publishing pilojesited

Delce Road

FOMA member Alan Mossmailedin response to
Hel en Wor t The Steawbarry and Pleasure
Gardens in Rochester, The Clock Towésue 42,
May 2016.

This article, by Alan (pictured)was first published in 0
the March 2016 edition oNeighbours the parish '
magazine of Reter with St Margaret. Rochester.

Continuing from last month with the theme of road names in the parish, Delce
Roadi when one stops to think aboutiits a curious name. Where did that
come from? The | ate Canon WIliéd?)l ey
found evidence to suggest thiamay have been Celtic in origin, or that it was,

in part., derived from the French ©6c
propounded the somewhat i mplausi bl e
sea), it coul d be i atama asrttetroaddwasaace § /

known, led from Star Hill to the hamlet of Delce. The manors of Great and
Little (or Upper) Delce lay to the south of the City of Rochester. The site of
Great Delce farmhouse and its farmyard is now occupied by the relatively
modern houses at the junction of Delce Road and Cecil Road. Hereabouts, it
may be presumed, lay the hamlet of Delce. Beyond the hamlet the lane
continued southwards towards Horsted, but under the name of Dark Lane,
which | ater b e ¢ a meallirytthe Wurded of then pilgrim Wa
William (later St William) of Perth here in 1201.

his home to discuss the idea. His partner Pamela was there too but was obviously

very ill. 1 emerged two hours later with my head spinnivgas this strange man
American or French Canadian®ho were Vokes, Schon, Cuffay, Lewington and
the dozns of other names with which | had been bombard&sl P warily entered
Bruceds world, he enlightened me.

Bruce Aubrywas born in Oakland, CaliforniaHis grandparents were French
Canadian immigrantsBruce attended the University of California at Beey but

left after refusing to wear its army cadet uniform; it was difficult to be a socialist in
1950s America. He vi si ted Cuba after
Britain and Europe before returning home.

6

The site of Upper Delce yard and farm buildings, and the house known as Delce
Grange, is now occupied by Canon Close and St William of Perth School. The
manorial landshad originally covered a large area of the countryside to the
south of the city and were of sufficient importance in tHecehtury to warrant

a mention in the Domesday Book. The two manors were owned by several
generations of the Lee family, who haeithown chancel and family vault in St
Mar garetés old church. The estate
was Sheriff of Kent in 1470 and twice Lord Mayor of Londonfhe estate

Castrod @ggeﬁfé ip have remaigad in the lee famieuntil gradualiy dispofsegithe

century. Great and Upper Delce farms eventually came into the ownership
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were carefully stored in the KAS Library in Maidstone, seldom inspected until, more than Bruce finally settled in Britain. He taught in Peterborough and then in Bristol,
50 years after he died in 1960, aged 94, the society decided they should be scanned and thighere he met PamelaThe couple eventually arrived in Maidstone, and Bruce

images made freely available on the internet to researchers who wouldvis¢hére obtained a teaching position at Mignt College. While in the county town, he
unaware that they existed or know their content. trawled through the Victorian local newspapers and compiled a unique index of
KAS Vice PresidentTed Connellcommentedp Hi st ori ans are for evre‘?f %F §NEES tt% Mgbsdssettotneos llabour mo v e

for his work as a pioneer recorder of AMIl s, 0 to Torr f ensurin t ha hoi n |
Society of Antiquarie became more accessible, and to Toke for using the best methods'&/her Brice and Pamela moved fo RGchéster, he' became 2 S‘amlﬁar face "af the

available in the early twentieth century to make lasting images of the beautiful newly-created MALSC, compiling an nde x o f Medwayos | a
craftsmanship of the unidentified stone singdhesocalvpress asrhis aair sourthisdormes thg basis efthis hve yolume
Red Flows the Medway.

Other KAS members are now addj t heir own MI transcriptions and i mages to Tokeds
collection. A biography entitle®ryan Faussett, Antiquarian Extraordinatyy David As a volunteer at MAL SC, he hel ped t |
Wright was published recently by Archaeopress Archaeology. returns to create a card indexfk Me dway os Vi eéusadithalocalr e <
ne\(/jvspapers to assemble a detailed list of Medway people who died between 183
- and 1901.

In 2003, Bruce and | created the Pocock Press and through it, published several c

A our books on MEd finangid seastns, své bad yhese volumes
Reader so Letters printed in India, a country he knew welBruce and Pamela visited India annually
We welcome letters and emails from readers with their comments. If you have anything you wouldfeOr nearly twemy yearand- dter her -death in 1998, he continugd the tr_adi_tion,
like to say please write to: Mrs Amanda Thomas, Editdre Clock'Tower 72 Crabtree Lane, ﬁ/emua”y ?aBSIEgkmmselrz.mhpﬁss?jmd'.n thedfam;fea% He had a IIbraeryht_)UIlt In
Harpenden, Hertfordshire, AL5 5NS or email at amanda@ajthomas.c@MAFSecretary, Odette the town of Bokakhat which he dedicated to Pamédauce sponsored his great
Buchanan, often receives queries from members or visitors to the FOMA website, www.foma friend Bikash Bharali through Hadlow Collegend tlen purchased farmland
Isc.org/index.html. If you have any additional information for the following correspondents, please outside Bokakhatvhere hehad a house buijlthis he shared with Bikshfor six

contact the EdItOI’ months each year

Davy Court Developmenti more information required! While this arrangement took Bruce away from MALSC for long periods, he had
already accumulated enough material to enable him to write his labour history and

28 May 2016 his final book,Aubr y 6 s BThe @tter was an edertainingllection of
biographical sketches f some of Me d way 6 sand\at last o r |

Good Morning Odette, cleared up some of the unanswered questions left after our first meeting.

| am trying to find some information about the conversion of the old SEEBOARD Bruceds own [|ife was inter éleddnuc,to co

site on the High Street in to residential use (i.e. what is now Davy Court/Faraday'éveal som@ f t he hi dden delights of Medwa

House). | 6ve got isfamadon tiosneahe Council, and from Medway castles, cathedrals and Dickensian minutitigs little wonder that when FOMA
Archives |'t appears that the devel opmentWsceaed Buge i Fleciedsa Vieggsdentphiis gapvolidedl ame an W e
approved around mid 200®arly 2004. [Units were sold from 2004, whereas ~ repartee delighted somadbewildered othersThere are many Medway residents
Faraday House flats were sold from mid 2002 onwaéijwever it does appear ~ Who will mourn his passing and regret that they will no longer be regaled with
that SEEBOARD had submitted some kind of plans around 1996, which the Stories of India and forgotten figures of the local labour movement.

Council approved in outline in November 1999. | suspect they took a few years to

find a developer, who then bought the site and submitted their owri flance

thedelays).

Best wishes
Paul Anderson
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Friend costs just £5.00 a year, for this you recénfermation before it goes onto the
website and invites to special Friennisly events, plus a regular newsletter.

ay the mainspace, at the centre, is ogcupj he Criterion Music Hall, one of just a
sto ?e(y/j ren%’a?n%g a%st[ﬁe%tlrc :[\/Ill%sichaEH uildﬁlgs, svilr%é/ {raestored by Jenny and lan Hurkett
and their unbeatable team of volunteef$ie Criterion stages professionalciorian style
music hall shows (three seasons a year), cinema every Friday and theatre and live musi
shows; it is also available for private hir®ooking on 01795 662981 or by visiting the
website: http://www.thecriterionbluetown.co.uk/#!criteriprusic-hall/cb3i

Travels of a Tin Trunk
Michael Baker

Mi chael Bakerdéds interest in
uncle who once unrolled a family tree on the diringm table.
It was seven feet long. After a career in Electrical Engineerir
including 20 years overseas, he opened some boxes in
Owl e &ttics 6

Partl: Owletts

The latest information can be found

Hidden in a corner of a musty attic | found a well travelled tin trunk, with a brass KENT at.
lock and leather straps. Over the passage of time, no one had thrown it out. Whe ARCHAEOLOGICAL Www.kentarchaeology.org.uk/
secrets did it hold? SOQIETY

Before | left Owletts, the family home in Cobham, Kent in 1994, | had become pyess Officer, KAS; paul.tritton@btinternet.com Information from Paul Tritton, Hon.

cur i ous ab o u-toveteth cmnteats, but ltad ro tindewtssekplore them. |
had little idea what was
there, but as the eldest son

,I[hvyggéesdotfof;ﬁlepha“;/er the Hundreds of memorial inscrigtins ( Ml s) on graves mar ked |
. y history. Kent parish churches, Canterbury Cathedral and Rochester Cathedral can now be accesst
Along  with  cabinets, online.  This is following the completion of a transcription and digital imaging project
paintings and chipped by Kent Archaeolgical Society volunteers Ted Connell, Ann Pinder and Pat Tritton who
china, | collected have brought to |ight pioneer antiquaria
numerous family letters ago, when the stones were still in pristine condition.
and photo albums, a www.kentarchaeology.org.uk/19/000.htm
severfoot - family tree he egrligsg recordg were made by Rev Bryan Faussett soon after he became Curate of S
i w y Rev Bry u u S
dat Y back t éiles,qugstogr?, so%ﬂéast of Canterbury, in 1750. After Faussett died in 1776, aged 56,
and this tin trunk, and . .
took them with me. by when he was Rector of Monks Horton, his four substantial leatherd books
deailing his research were deposited at the Society of Antiquaries in London where, 150
years later they were transcribed by Valentine John de Jersey Berry Torr, a dedicatec
Owletts from the nortleast antiquarian and longerving KAS member.

Ledger Stones Yield Clues to OLost

| grew up withan outline of Owlettsd hi st or yNextpmtae ledgar gonedral was bi¢awlEya® fokelofyFolkgstong, @ deecgndant of tiieh
name Owletts is thought to derive from a Huguenot named Houlet, a yeomanloke family of Godington Park, near Ashford. An Army and University tutor, he had
farmer. The house was built in 1684 by Bonham Hayes and his wife ElizabethWworked for the Local Government Board in WW1, helping the thousands of French and
They placed their initials and the dabn the chimneys and on the fine plaster Belgian refugees who landed at FolkestoAdter the war Toke spent most of his leisure

P : - : : : time visiting churches to make rubbings of monumental brasses, using a heelball of hard
ceiling above the stair well. Originally standing feguare, with hipped roof and x and lampblack. He adapted this method to reproducing-ebatss on ledger stones

casement windows, it was altered by a later Hayes who added the parapet. In 17 er noticing that those in Cembury Cathedral were rapidly becoming eroded under the

it changed hands, coming to Henry Edmeades,sehdaughter Maria married et of t housands of visitors. 61t is p
Thomas Baker. Thomas and Matria celebrated by creating stglemsiwindows in he wrote in 1929, o6but an exposutld tofc haumr
oeil-de-boeuf windows showing their family crests, and by adding portraits in the

dining room of their fathers, Henry and Samuel Baker the buildeerhaps they GuidedbyTor 6s transcriptions, Toke went to t

alsoreplaced the casement windows with sash. One of their grandsons was Herberany others, and by 1938 had made nearly 300 rubbings, which he donated to the V&A in
Baker, my grandfather, born in 1862 tHesn of Thomas Henry, a farmer, and his ~ London after photographing them on gkmiate negatives for the KAS.  His negatives
wife Frances Georgina a1

8



Available from outlets throughout the Medway Towns including: The Royal Engineers Baker. He trained as an architect and in 1892 followed a younger brother Lionel to
Museum, Guildhall Museum, Medway Archives, the Visitors Information Centre in South Africa to help him establish a fruit farm. There Herbert met Cecil Rhodes,
Rochester and the King George V pub in Brompton. You can also buy it from eBay or who gave him work, and there he mal@ame for himself as an architect before

borrow it from one of the local libraries in Medway. Take yourself on a trail around
Brompton, read more about the village history and view a selection of images in this new

booklet. For more information email bromptonhistoryresearchgroup@gmail.com

Gillingham and Rainham Local History Society

The Society meetsn the second Friday of each month from September to atuBgron

Road SchoolGillingham, ME7 5XX (car parking at the rear, accessed from Milton Road)

on the second Friday of each month (Septembduly) 7.15pmwith meeting starting at
7.30 pm.

Love Twydall

Love Twydall is a community project based on the Twydall Estate in Gillingham. Itis
supported by Churches and individuals and a number of the Gillingham and Rainham
Local History Society are atuded in this.

Saturday 10th September 2016, 7.00 pm
How Old is Twydallan illustrated talk by David Burton
Twydall Evangelical Church, Goudhurst Road, Gillingham
Admission FREE

New members and visitors are always welcome; annual membershipdi0s £3 per
meeting. For further information, contact Ron Baker on 01634 854982 or emall
r.bakerl234@btinternet.com

Blue Town Heritage Centre, The Criterion

Music Hall and Cinema
www.thecriterionbluetown.co.uk/#!criterion-music-hall/cb3i

returning to live at Owletts with his wife and cousin Florence Edmeades.

Herbert added a library for himself and opened up the front hall to create a living
room with more fine plasterworkde commissioned Artand Crafts workmen and
filled the house with artifacts brought home from South Africa. Close to his heart
was the preservation of rural England, including Owletts and its cherry orchards.
He gave the house and 25 acres to the National Trust in 193&r h#s and my
grandmot herdéds deat h, my father took o

It was here that Herbert and his siblings were raised during the prosperous years fc
yeoman farmers. As the children expanded into the upper floor in the 18&9¥s,
would have watched their father add a north wing, not as well proportioned or
generous as the original, to accommodate the servants. Their mother, France
Georgina, ran the household with a staff of fingith a Victorian passion for
ferns she created a fernery, complete with a boiler stoked daily, hot pipes anc
hessian to give humidity when splashed with water. Owletts gave the boys space
to roam and to indulge their love of sport, both ball games lamatisg.

This was the time when families began to record their lives with photography.
Children learnt to draw, paint and write diaries, and of course letters were
exchanged by the efficient royal mail. Such were the records left by this
generation fome to unravel.

Twelve children were born to Thomas Henry ar
Frances, two girls dying in their infancy:
1854, Henry Edmeades, known as Harry, a car

soldier, {1\’
1857, Edward Lowther, known as Ned, N
Rochester solicitor, : 3

1860, Francis James, known as kaman
apprentice farmer,

1862, Herbert, then known as Bert, the architect
1864, Alfred William? known as Alf, whose trunk

The present Heritage Centre and café are on the site of two earlier j; is,

establishments. Originally the New Inn in 1868, the site became 1866, Beatrice, known as Bee, animal lover, ne\
The Royal Oxford Music Hall. The following year the building, situated a few doors down married. She joined Lionel in Sussex.

from the court house, became Thét&ion public house, which included to the rear a 1867, Percy Thomas, schoolmastieen solicitor
music hall called The Palace of Varieties. This offered "rational amusement for all classes"with Ned, and a keen golfer,

including, in April 1876, a one armed juggler! In 1879 the earlier building was replaced 1870, Lionel, fruit farmer in the Cape and later |
with a brick built me. The Heritage Centre is packed with items, memorabilia and SUSSeX,

artefacts, including an upstairs area dedicated to NM®ry. }eégt?réa(tzgizleegpwgr%ﬂce’ civil servant in India, who"

1876, Arthur George, a surveyor in Kenya.

Open Tuesdays to Saturdays 10apm and for events.Entrance£2.00 and includes Herbert and Alfred, c.874

entrance to the Aviation annexe at Eastchurfghtrance is free to Friends. To become a 9
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My first exploration from the family archive was into the letters sent from lowa by Events

the third brother, Frank. He died of typhoid in 1881, aged 21, only seven week
after leaving England on th& S Celtic. | flew to lowa in 2002 and was taken to

January 2014 November 2018First World War Battlefield Tour Groups.

see the barn where he worked and to the city cemetery to see his gravestone, oneFor more information or tbook please call: 01634 822312.

the earliest there.

June 25 December 20Exhibition: Sappers and the Somme.
This exhibition will commemorate the contribution of the Royal Engineers in supporting

Having explored the brief life of the third sibling, what about the tin trunk? There the Army at the Battle of the Somme.

was no doubt about who was the owner:
Cap A. W. BakerD. L. I.

> \M “"’. ¥ b

The contents looked inviting. The cricket cap ard
cigar box needed little exploration. Then there w' }
a fAhussifeo with buttc (
perhaps made by his mother, which every sold > JE—
carried. Quickly | thumbed through lists of cricke
scores and of game shot, diaries, notebooks (0 |
some delightful sketch books. There were a doz .
notebooks and diaries, bank books, game shoof
records and fAlnstruct.i
Tacticso from the | ndi
writing satchel. His mother Frances Georgina hi . =\
also kept many of his letters: would all this & =~ —«.. ﬁ ,’
\ — ; «ﬂf - ki ’

|
s

\
\

[
d

-

-~

enough to tell his story?

L

Alfred, aged 18 at Tonbridge Schoc J

Notes

1. See Mi chha samueBBakers, Tadesmen of KBBO8. AlsoFrom Owletts to lowa,
2002.

2. Census of 1871, Civil parish of Cobham, page 31 from Ancestry.co.uk

3. Alfred William was born on March'6 1864.

10

’-gneedl es and

Opening hours: Tuesdaly Friday 9.00am t05.00pm; Saturday Sunday and Bank
Holidays: 11.30am to 5.00pm; CLOSED MONDAYS. Admission:; pay once and get in for
12 months! Adult: £7.80; Family: £20.80; Concession: £5.20; Children under 5: Free.

ADMISSION IS FREE DURING 2016 DUE TO THE RENOVATION WORKS.

The Rochester Bridge Trust

Further information from http://www.rbt.org.uk/

The Bridge Wardensdé | ectures are held i
Rochester ME1 1QE, unless otherwise indicated. Refreshments available from 6.30 p.m.
Lectures begin promptly at 7.00 p.m. Tickets are free but places are limilddSo be
booked in advance from Sue Reilly by email to sue@mgprico.uk or by telephone on
01892 513033.

6 October.
The Romans on the Medwaytalk by Simon Elliott.

t hread

ICE Kent & East Sussex Historical Engineering Group (KESHEG) lectures are held at
various \enues around Kent and East Sussex. To register for information about events,
please email kesheg@gmail.com

20 September

c e rHistorig Bridge Bearings {Mengai gk |Rochester), a talk by William Day and Tim Belcher
e vWhyte, Axcadip WK gRocRestgr Bridge Chapel.

17 November
Engineering the Railways of the South East, with a particular focus on the Sevenoaks
Tunnel and Dover to Folkestone; Angel Centre, Tonbridge.

A walk around
the historic village
of Brompton

Brompton History Research Group
www.bromptonhistory.org.uk/

Brompton village is a complex civiliaarea in the heart of a,[/,
military world. To the south and east lie the Chatham Lines/: 2
series of fortifications built to defend the Chatham Dockya L
To the west lies the Dockyard itself and to the north Brompt
Barracks, home of the Royal Engineers.

The Brompton Heritage Trail Booklet is now available!
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Task Days Hospital Admission 1916

FirstSunday of September, October, NovemberBttI%elce r. t King Ar . rive
Car Park 11.00 am. Bring your own tools or tools provided. Two hours of free, healthy ety Lole 4 =
fun!

For further details see park notice boards, www.friendsoforommhill.org.uk, find us on
Facebook or contact Odette Buchanan, Secretary, 01634 718231, or email
odette_buchanan@yahoo.co.uk

The Chatham Historical Society
Betty has lived all her life in the Medway Towns and attended Medway Technical School
Meetings are held at The Lampardn@e, Sally Port, Brompton, ME7 5Bléxcepting for girls, Fort Pitt. For most of her working life she was a civilian metKent County
January and August. The Lampard Centre has easy disabled/wheelchair access and aConstabulary. She has always had a keen interest in history and on retiring from work
small car park. There is plenty of unrestricted roadside parking space in Maxwell Road,t00k up a Degree Course in the Theory and Practice of Local History with the University
about 50 metres away. Sally Port Basne unrestricted roadside parking space, but please 0f Kent at Canterbury obtaining a Certificate with Merit in 2003he is a volunteer
avoid the sections with the double yellow lines orNteParkingnotices. transcriber and checker for free to access family history websites. She haE®kkn
Membership Secretary since 2009.
8th September 2016
Filmed Views of Kent talk by Colin Coe.
For those of you who IGhssaryohPastandpresenf |

Doors open at 7:15 pm, meetings finish at 9:00 pm. Refreshraeatavailable and Pubs Chatham (A to MJ you look upLads of the Villageyou can see in the
visitors are very welcome. Admission: £1 for members, £3 for visitors. Further photograph(see below)on the left of the pub, a terraced house which was number
information is available at www.chathambhistoricalsoc.btck.co.uk 40 Henry Street, Chatham.

The Royal Engineers Museum, Library and

Archive
Prince Arthur Road, Gillingham, Kent, B4 4UG
www.re-museum.co.uk for more details

The Royal Engineers Museum i s Kent 6s | argest military museum, with a designate
collection of historical and international importance. The many galleries tell the story of
Britainods mi | i t kerRpmar pegdd nee the modefnr Cormps of Royal
Engineers. The millions of items in its collection tell a sweeping epic of courage,
creativity and innovation and the stories of individuals of great renown (General Gordon, Above: photograph  from  Roy
Lord Kitchener, John ChdrVC) and the average Sapper who has helped the British Army Mu r r a n t; fhanks iboRob klood.
move, fight and survive for over 200 years. The Royal Engineers Museum now has an e
newsletter. To subscribe for free, email 'Yes Please!' to deputycuratar@ezim.co.uk Left: the original buildingplan of the
Lads of the Village pub held at the
During 2016 the Roya Engineers Museum is upgrading the heating and lighting Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre,;

systems. This means the main Museum building is closed from 13 May; the Bridging

Gallery and Temporary Exhibition are still open. Because of this reduced space One hundred years ago my mother, then Ivy Wellard, fell out of the lower window
admission is FREE in 2016; therewils t i | | be a wide range ofofthdt hduskrasdsofferedinjiiries'which cagsechhieedioospitalised. In her own

the Somme exhibition will also be available. wor ds , NThe shock caused doubl e p neu

Due to the building works at the Museum the main car park is closed. There is an curvature odndsh s adnptiedic Great Ormond Hospital for

overflow car park that can be found using tle signs, please note this isfave minute
walk from the main site. 11
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