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From the Chairman   
Tessa Towner, Chairman.  
 
 
This is the 40

th
 edition of The Clock Tower é where 

have the years gone?  It seems only yesterday that 
former Medway Borough Archivist, Stephen Dixon 
encouraged us to start The Friends of Medway 
Archives and we have gone from strength to 
strength.   
 
The journal has undergone a revamp for this issue and you will see that articles 
are now at the front and News and Events are at the back; Amanda also took all 
our photos again a few weeks ago!  Since May this year The Clock Tower has 
been indexed by FOMA member Nic Nicholas and we are delighted that she 
has compiled an index of all our articles to date as a special supplement to this 
40

th
 edition.  Many thanks, Nic. 

 
FOMA never stops working to raise the profile of the Medway Archives and 
our local heritage.  This autumn, along with the Friends of the Guildhall 
Museums and the City of Rochester Society, we have been supporting a 
commemorative series of four lectures on the 800

th
 anniversary of the Magna 

Carta and the 1215 siege of Rochester Castle.  As I write this three lectures 
have already taken place and all have been very interesting*.  The first was by 
Sir Robert Worcester about Magna Carta, followed by Dr Marc Morris on King 
John, and the third was by the Guildhallôs own Dr Jeremy Clarke on the 
building of Rochester Castle.  The last one will be held on 12 November at the 
Guildhall by Richard Dunn, Director of the  Royal Engineers Museum, entitled 
Warfare by Design: Fortify, Hold, Siege and Fight.  The lectures have been 
well supported and Simon Lace, Medwayôs Heritage Services Manager, has 
already proposed that in 2016 - to commemorate the 950

th
 anniversary ï we 

organise another lecture series about the 1066 Norman Conquest.  Dr Marc 
Morris and Dr Jeremy Clarke have already agreed to speak again - so watch 
this space!! 
 
*You can read Odette Buchananôs review of the first two lectures on page 5; 
the third and fourth lectures will be reviewed in the next issue of The Clock 
Tower.  Also featured on page 12 of this issue is the next part of Pat Salterôs 
Roll out the Red Carpet ï somewhat fortuitously this episode is entitled, 
Plantagenets.  
 
Erratum   
In The Clock Tower, Issue 38, May 2015, Bob Ratcliffeôs article, óA Day in 
Mayô, about the explosion of the ship Princess Irene, erroneously named the 
child who died near Grain village as Hilda Johnson.  The childôs name was Ida 
Barden.  She was from Shorne and was staying with her aunt and uncle at Port 
Victoria when the Princess Irene was attacked. 
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Secretaryôs Report  

Odette Buchanan 
 
 
 
 
Hullo again!  Autumn is now well under way ï 
and it looks like weôre going to have a hard winter 
ï masses and masses of berries on all the bushes 
and trees.  Do you remember back in the spring I 
said what a busy year 2015 was for auspicious 
anniversaries?  Well, they are nearly all over now, 
but I am  writing this on 25 October, the 600

th
 

anniversary of the Battle of Agincourt.   
 
As far as Medway is concerned, one of the most significant anniversaries this 
year has been Magna Cartaôs 800

th
.  The Council was successful in securing a 

Lottery Grant to help commemorate this but before this was known, FOMA 
had been promised a lecture by one of our Vice-Presidents, Sir Robert 
Worcester.  Sir Robert is Chairman of the Magna Carta 2015 800

th
 Anniversary 

Commemoration Committee and is passionate about our heritage.  He was also 
Chancellor of the University of Kent until 2014, and is now Honorary Professor 
of Politics there.  When Simon Lace, Medwayôs Heritage Services Manager, 
secured the Lottery Grant for the lecture series it was expanded into four talks 
and each one has been a sell-out!  First-class speakers with very interesting 
material - such a treat (see overleaf, page 5). 
 
On 24 October, there were three Son et Lumieres in the moat of Rochester 
Castle to commemorate the 1215 siege and the undermining of the south east 
tower by King Johnôs sappers.  The weather was awful ï high winds and 
lashing rain ï but it didnôt stop a large proportion of the population of Medway 
turning out.  It was great fun, very well done with an excellent commentary by 
Dr. Marc Morris ï who was born in Strood!  
 
My very best wishes to you all for Christmas and the New Year ! 
 
 
 
 

New Members 
 

A warm welcome to new FOMA members Josie Iles, and Hazel and Charlie Thorn. 
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About The Clock Tower 
 
 
The Clock Tower is the quarterly journal produced and published by the Friends of 
Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre (FOMA), www.foma-lsc.org/index.html.   
 
Editorial deadlines 
Please note, the deadline is the last Monday (or Tuesday when a Bank Holiday occurs) 
of January, April, July and October.  Articles, letters, photos and any information to be 
considered for inclusion in the journal must be received before this date by the Editor, 
Mrs Amanda Thomas, 72 Crabtree Lane, Harpenden, AL5 5NS, Hertfordshire; 
amanda@ajthomas.com. 
 
The copy deadline for Issue 41 of The Clock Tower is Monday 25 January 2016, 
with publication on Wednesday 17 February 2016. 
 
Publication date 
The fourth Wednesday following the editorial deadline. 
 
The Clock Tower is printed by Ray Maisey, Rabbit Hutch Printers, 106 Charles Drive, 
Cuxton, Kent, ME2 1DU; telephone: 01634 294655; fax: 01634 723510; email: 
Ray@Rabbithutchprinters.com 
 
Copyright 
The copyright of the contents of The Clock Tower belongs to the Friends of Medway 
Archives and Local Studies Centre and the authors and owners of any articles and 
photographs printed.  The contents of The Clock Tower may not be reproduced without 
permission of the Editor and/or the Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre.   
 
Front Cover Accreditations and Website Information 
The logo for The Clock Tower was designed by Bob Ratcliffe.  
The banner design (incorporating the logo) and the title The Clock Tower were 
designed by Alexander Thomas.   
The Clock Tower is also available at www.foma-lsc.org/newsletter.html 
 
Further Information 
Further information on the Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre can be obtained 
on the MALSC website www.medway.gov.uk/malsc or by writing to Medway 
Archives Office, Civic Centre, Strood, Rochester, Kent ME2 4AU.  Telephone +44 
(0)1634 332714; fax +44 (0)1634 297060; email: malsc@medway.gov.uk 
 
 
General enquiries about the Friends can be obtained from the Secretary, Odette 
Buchanan:  72 Jersey Road, Rochester, ME2 3PE.  Telephone: 01634 718231; email: 
odette_buchanan@yahoo.co.uk  
 
 
Membership enquiries should be directed to the Membership Secretary, Betty Cole, 98 
The Wharf, Dock Head Road, Chatham ME4 4ZS.  Telephone 01634 892976; email: 
bettycole@blueyonder.co.uk 
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