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Front cover: The Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre (right), Strood and
Broomhill (rear); photograph by Elaine Gardner.

Inside front cover: the area in Chatham covered by@uwenmand of the Heights
Heritage Lottery fundegroject (see pagé5)
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From the Chairman

Tessa Towner, Chairman.

This is the 48 edition of The Clock Toweé wh e
have the years gone? It seems only yesterday

former Medway Borough Archivist, Stephen Dixo
encouraged us to start The Friends of Medw
Archives and we have gone fromresigth to

strength.

The journal has undergone a revamp for this issue and you will see that articles
are now at the front anldewsand Eventsre at the back; Amanda also took all

our photos again a few weeks ago! Since May this YharClock Towehas

been indexed by FOMA member Nic Nicholas and we are delighted that she
has compiled an index of all our articles to date as a special supplement to this
40" edition. Many thanks, Nic.

FOMA never stops working to raise the profile of the Medway e and

our local heritage. This autumn, along with the Friends of the Guildhall
Museums and the City of Rochester Society, we have been supporting a
commemorative series of four lectures on the iversary of the Magna

Carta and the 1215 siege Bbchester Castle. As | write this three lectures
have already taken place and all have been very interesting*. The first was by
Sir Robert Worcestabout Magna Carta, followed 3¢ Marc Morris on King
John, and the third wa eremy Clarketoe theGu i |
building of Rochester Castle. The last one will be held on 12 November at the
Guildhall by Richard Dunn, Director of the Royal Engineers Museum, entitled
Warfare by Design: Fortify, Hold, Siege and FightThe lectures have been
wellsupported and Simon Lace, Medwayds
already proposed that in 20180 commemorate the 98Gnniversaryi we
organise anothelecture series about the 1066 Norman Conquest. Dr Marc
Morris and Dr Jeremy Clarke have alreadyesgl to speak agamnso watch

this space!!

Members

Rob Flood: &grﬁlbertRoad,Rochester,MElSDG, *You can read Odett e Buchananos5rrevi
rob@feetontheground.co.uk the third and fourth lectures will be reviewed in the next issugéhef Clock

Bob Ratcliffe: 12 King Edward Road, Rochester, Tower Also featured on pag2of this issue is the n
ME1 1UB,Kent. Roll out the Red Carpet somewhat fortuitously this episode is entitled

Kevin Russell: 11 St Catherineds Al mBlantagenetss, St ar Hil |,

Rochester, ME1 2AA, Kent.
k.russell47@sky.com

The Clock ToweEditor and Publicist
Amanda Thomas: 72 Crabtree Lane, Harpenden, AL5 5NS,
Hertfordshire.

amanda@ajthomas.com
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Erratum
In The Clock Tower | ssue 38, May 2015, Bob Rs&
May o, about t h ghip Bringeds drene, @rmoneoutly narhed the
child who died near Grain village as
Barden. She was from Shorne and was staying with her aunt and uncle at Port
Victoria when the Princess Irene was attacked.
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Secretay 0 s

Odette Buchanan

Report

Hullo again! Autumn is now well under wdy
and it |l ooks | i ke weodre
T masses and masses of berries on all the bushes
and trees. Do you remember back in the spring |
said what a busy year 20Mgas for auspicious
anniversaries? Well, they are nearly all over now,
but | am writing this on 25 October, the 800
anniversary of the Battle of Agincourt.

going to

As far as Medway is concerned, one of the most significant anniversaries this

year has been Man a  C a r"t Bhé €ouribwias successful in securing a
Lottery Grant to help commemorate this but before this was known, FOMA
had been promised a lecture by one of our MHoesidents, Sir Robert
Worcester. Sir Robert is Chairman of the Magna C20t5 808' Anniversary

h a ¥t ganudy, Aprit 5ul andVoctBb

AboutThe Clock Tower

The Clock Towels the quarterly journal produced and published by the Friends of
Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre (FOMA), www.fdataorg/index.html.

Editorial deadlines
Please note, the deadline is. thst

onday (or Tuesday when a Bank Holiday occurs)

r€ Articles, letters, photos and any information to be
considered for inclusion in the journal must be received before this date by the Editor,
Mrs Amanda Thomas, 72 Crabtree Lane, Harpenden, AL5 5NS, Hertfordshire;
amanda@jgomas.com.

The copy deadline for Issue4l of The Clock Toweris Monday 25 January 2016,
with publication on Wednesday 17 February 2016.

Publication date
The fourth Wednesday following the editorial deadline.

The Clock Tower is printed by Ray Maiséyabbit Hutch Printers, 106 Charles Drive,
Cuxton, Kent, ME2 1DU; telephone: 01634 294655; fax: 01634 723510; email:
Ray@Rabbithutchprinters.com

Commemoration Committee and is passionate about our heritage. He was also

Chancellor othe University of Kent until 2014, and is now Hoary Professor
of Politicsthere WhenSi mon Lace, Medwayo6s
secure the Lottery Grant for the lecture series it was expanded into four talks
and each one has been a-selll Firstclass speakers with very interesting
material- such a treat (semverleaf,page5b).

On 24 October, there were thr&on et Lumieresn the moat of Rochester
Castle to commemata the 1215 siege and the undering of the south east
tower by King Johnoés
lashingrainn but it didnét stop a | arge
turning out. It was great fun, very well done with an excellent commentary by
Dr. Marc Morrisi who was born in Strood!

My very best wishes to you all for Christmas and the New Year !

New Members

A warm welcome to new FOMA members Josie lles, and Hazel and Charlie Thorn.

Copyright

He r iThegapwight gf ghe spnteptsedhie Clgick howepatongs to the Friends of Medway

Archivés and Local Studies Centre and the authors and owners of any articles and
photographs printed. The contentsToie Clock Towemay not be reproduced without
permission of the Editor and/or the Medway Archives aaddl Studies Centre.

Front Cover Accreditations and Website Information
The logo forThe Clock Towewas designed by Bob Ratcliffe.
The banner design (incorporating the Iog(I)) and the Tithe Clock Towerwere

s a piph@gh winds andT h e desiyrediby Alegahder Tharas. a W U
p r ahe ClockTaweris alsmafailableratevwwpfarpclory/@ewsietermtmlo f

Medway

Further Information

Further information on the Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre can be obtained
on the MALSC website www.medway.gov.uk/malsc or by writing to Medway
Archives Office, CivicCentre, Strood, Rochester, Kent ME2 4AU. Telephone +44
(0)1634 332714, fax +44 (0)1634 297060; email: malsc@medway.gov.uk

General enquiries about the Friends can be obtained from the Secretary, Odette
Buchanan: 72 Jersey Road, Rochester, ME2 3PEephehe: 01634 718231; email:
odette_buchanan@yahoo.co.uk

Membership enquiries should be directed to the Membership Secig¢dty,Cole, 98
The Wharf, Dock Head Road, Chatham ME4 4ZS. Telephone 01634 892976; email:
bettycole@blueyonder.co.uk
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