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The Friends of the Medway Archives and
The Friends of the Guildhall Museums

present a series of insightful talks at the Guildhall Museum

Remembering the men of
the Medway Towns in WW1

The ultimate sacrifice - 1915

After Magna Carta: Barons and Battlefields of Kent
Thursday, 8 October

Lecture given by Sir Robert Worcester KBE DL,

Trustee of the Magna Carta Trust and Chairman of the

Magna Carta 2015 800th Anniversary Commemoration Committee.

King John: Treachery, Tyranny and the road to Magna Carta
Thursday, 15 October

Lecture given by Dr Marc Morris, %
Historian of the Middle Ages, presenter \1 %
of the TV series Castle and biographer of

King Edward | (2008) and King John (2015).

(‘J’ >

Building Rochester Castle
Thursday, 22 October

Lecture given by Dr Jeremy Clarke, J
Education Officer at the Guildhall Museum. | ),‘ TR\

7

Warfare by Design;
Fortify, Hold, Siege and Fight ¥
Thursday, 12 November iy 8
Lecture given by

. Richard Dunn, Director of
the Royal Engineers Museum.

An exhibition by the Friends of Medway
Archives and Local Studies Centre

Medway Archives and
Local Studies Centre

3 September to 31 October

during normal opening hours

Doors open at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start

Tickets - £5 including refreshments
CoRS, FOMA and FOGM members - £3.
There will be a raffle at each event.

Tickets available from The Guildhall Museum

01634 332714

High Street, Rochester, Kent ME1 1PY
malsc@medway.gov.uk

Phone: 01634 332680 ¥

lottery fund

www.guildhallmuseumrochester.co.uk LOTTERY FUNDED /-\

Medway
Cosm -
ing ti ' oG LiBRARIES FOR LIFE Find us on ; cn®
Whe.n order!ng tickets in person, please take your FOMA membershipaidirgou to MNO ey tw'ttgr Medway GriG o
obtain the discounted price.




The Committee From the Chairman

Tessa Towner, Chairman.
President -l

Russell John Race, JP, DL (pictured)

Vice Presidents
Sue Haydock, Pat Salter, Brian Kingsley Smith, Bruce Aubry, Profes
Sir Robert Worcester KBE DL

Chairman Setting up a Friends of Medway Archives (FOMA) was first discussed between former
Tessa Towner 37 Ravenswood Avenue, Frindsbury, ME2 3BY, Kent. Borough Archivist Stephen Dixon, me and others in 2005. There was an opportunity to
picketywitch@blueyonder.co.uk purchase a letter written by Rochedtern Robert Sands about his experiences at the

Battle of Trafalgar, and the need to raise the funds necessary to purchase the letter.
This was met by several local people who put up the money for MALSC to bid for the
Vice Chairman and Events @odinator letter and acquire it. The letter is available to view on CityArk at
Elaine Gardner: 102 Valley View Road, Rochester, ME1 3Ngent. http://cityark.medway.gov.uk/gallery/
emgardner@virginmedia.com

That was all 10 vears aaohow time flies! It was from those discussions that the
decision was made to set up the Friends of Medwayv Archives and Local Studies Centre

Treasurer (FOMA). The late Rov Murranvas made the first Chairman and | took over from him
Josie lles 141 Watling $, Strood Kent ME2 3JJ, Kent when he decided to stand down. The inauaural meetina of FOMA took place in 2006
josie_iles@live .co.uk and since then we have enhanced and raised the profile of MALSC and have helped

raise funds to purchase other such doentsy These are included inMSLC6 s F OMA
Collection and are listed on our websiténtip://fomalsc.org/collection.html

Secretary
Odette Buchanan: 72 Jersey Road, Rochester, ME2 3PE, Kent. We applied for and were successful in acauiring a arant in 2009 from the Heritage
odette_buchanan@yahoo.co.uk Lotterv Fund to cataloaue, preserve and conserv€itiveof Rochester Collection, now
known as the Archives of Great Expectations. Residue funds left after from this project
have now been used to conserve two documents from the Ses3ibaesdocuments
Membership Secretary have now been returned to MALSC and althouah | hadtesaen them vet, Archivist
Betty Cole: 8 Hardy Close, Walderslade, Chatham, ME5 7LL, Kent. Alison Cable says they have been conserved to the highest standard and she is highly
bettycole@blueyonder.co.uk delighted with then.
Finally, | am delighted to announce that our search for a new Treasurer has come to a
Members successful end and | welcome Josie lles to the FOMA Committee. Josie is a former
Rob Flood: 16 Albert Road, Rochester, ME1 3DKent. Medway Councillor and was also elected Mavor of Medway for the vear 2013/14. She
rob@feetontheground.co.uk raisedsome £8,000 for her chosen charities which weae UK, Demelza, Caring
Bob Ratcliffe: 12 King Edward Road, Rochester, ME1 1UB, Kent. Hands and Help for Heroes. Josie has already attended a couple of committee meetings
Kevin Russell: 11 St Catherineds Al mshous eandhasbegun working with us. It will, | am sure, be a long and fruitful relationship!

Roclester, ME1 2AA, Kent.
k.russell47@sky.com
*Inthe next i ssue MALSCO6s Archivist, Al i son
work was undertaken on the Rochester Session Rolls.
The Clock ToweEditor and Publicist
Amanda Thomas: 72 Crabtree Lane, Harpenden, AL5 5NS, Hertfordshire.
amanda@ajthomas.com
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Secretaryos Repor L. Archives Update

Odette Buchanan Alison Cable Archivist

The latest news from the Medway Archives and L8tadies Centre

Greetings all! Hope all your holidays are going well and you enjoyedjlthréous

weather in July. Talking of July, as an inveterate collector of useless information, | :
thought all you historians out there might be interested in some things that occurred inI am delighted to announce that on Saturday 12 September 2015 (10 am o 1 pm), the

Julys through the ages. Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre will be hosting a special free event as part
of National Heritage Open Days. Entitl&€bne but not Forgottethe session is aimed

It was in July 1837 that it became mandattryegister births, deaths and marriages. at people interested in finding out more about the local history of Gillingham and

This was introduced on the back of the Factory Acts aimed at stopping the practice of Rainham. We will have on display facsimile documents for people to peruse and

sending young children down the mines, up chimneys, into factories, etc. Because ofmembers of Gillingham and Rainham Local History Society will be availabhelp

so much poverty among the working clasaed no sick pay, etc., parents continued 0 \yith enquiries. Further information on the event is available from MALSC on 01634
flout the law prohibiting youngsters working by lying about their age.* 332714 and at malsc@medway.gov.uk

In July 19371 a hundred years latérthe numbers 999 were introduced for telephone

emergency calls. He r epéople knowy Oro28 Juty,n @83 & h a@n 2§ @ctobeg wewgl be hgsting a palaesography workshop run by Dr David Wright
water tricycle with paddle wheels was pedalled across the English Channel in less thanlooking primarily at 16th and 17th Century docemis. In the spirit of all things Magna
eight hours. That 6s a hel pful hint f or Caté rDs Wightuntigkt shueeze @ at nofe schafiengibgt efun! 13th Century

document! The workshop is limited to 10 people and will run from 10.30 am to 4pm
and costs £30 per person. Further information is aveailitbm MALSC on 01634
332714 and at malsc@medway.gov.uk

On a more serious note, July 1588 saw Sir Francis Drake puataigethe English
fleet to intercept the Spanish Armada which was also being scattered by English fire
ships. In July 1948 the Empire Stadium at Wembley hosted the first Olympic Games
following the Second World War, and finally on 29 July 1981 millionsuad the

world watched the televised wedding of Charles, Prince of Wales to Lady Diana Whilst not included in the
Spencer at St. Paul b6s Cathedral in Lond !"' (} palaeography course, an
) ) ) a & ‘; 2 image from the margin of
Back to the here and now, the FOMA committee continues to work hard to achieve our = & y a page in the Rochester
aims and weoOr e al |osigles asglrnewdTreasorer. W&d azeo m n“ 8 S "ﬂ& . City Customal gives a

anxious to do the best we can to support the Medway Archives and Local Studies
Centre (MALSC) and it has been agreed that we should appoint a Grants Officer to the w-ﬂpw};
FOMA committee. This person would be responsibleif@ntifying with MALSC

future project requirements and then sourcing companies or organisations to donate I.Tw

taste of some early writing
% . , held at the Medway
s , Archives  and Local
grants. The job would only require giving up a few hours a month and even if you have i Studies @ntre.

no experience of this sort of thing, Medway Council is wijlto offer their support and : : ‘ > § L=
also runs courses. If you think you would like to help, then please contact me (details oo niny f - “‘Z s :

on pagels). ‘ » &X: : 5

£ L
Finally we are delighted to be hosting a series of lectures in October and November on e 9 / 4 :
the Magna Carta and Siege of Roche§lastle. These are being-bosted with the v S [
Friends of Guildhall Museums and the City of Rochester Society and further details are
on page 2.

In the next issue Alison Cable will explain how the conservation work was undertaken
on the Rochester Session Rolls.
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This book will serve as a sort of almanac to give you a very brief insight to the answers* Edi t or 6s Not e

to some of these questioasout the grounds in Kent. In her forthcoming bookCholera: The Victorian Plagye(in Chapter 5:Births
Most books about football usually concentrate on the performance of the teams at . el Lo ; X '
individual matches, or how much individual players have been bought or sold for, or Marriages and Deathspp. 991 101) Clock TowerEditor, Amanda Thomas sheds

additional light on the introduction of civil registration on 1 July 1837:
how these players have performed. Well, this book is diffaretihat it covers the . 'a I uetl Vi reg! I i

logistics of the game rather than the performance of teams or individual players. From 6 é between 1750 and 1850, as birH
the enthusiastés point of view it shows t h eopdationeflEngtamleamdtWalesftrebfedto over 48 niflidm Englandiahd t hr
Kent and details the efforts made by some of the smakseteknown local clubs to Wales, from 1841 to 1900 the birth rate per 1,000 of the population averaged
bring their home ground up to the best standards it possibly can, thus giving a good at just over 34, whereas deaths were just undée21.

impression to visitors, players and their families. Migration from the countryside to the towns during the Industrial

Revolution caused a profound demogr nift in British society, providin
For the historian p grapsth Yy, p g

: The Football Grounds of the the working population with steady employment, the prospect of
Mike has also . } , apprenticeships for the next generation, and the possibility of improving thei
produced another I« .l |.|‘ l (" “ I\ financial and socigbosition... the rise in population caused by the miveen
book, The Football Y y 1 J - an agrarian to an industrial economy was of grave concern to contemporary

Grounds of the commentators. In his 1798 workn Essay on the Principle of Populatjon
Early 1900s which Thomas Malthus debated whether a growing population would be able to feed

T o 2 itself. In the early yearsf the nineteenth century population growth, together
with economic and political forces, put increased pressure on the ability of the
diminished numbers of agricultural labourers to produce food, despite
mechanisation and new farming methods.

provides more
historical

information about
the formative years
of many other
football clubs
throughout the
country, and the

Ma | t hcansldsien was that when the rate of population growth
outstrips the ability to produce enough food, the population would be kept in
check by 6 mi®shiseages suchdas epideme .chblera would, of
course, have this effect. The British populatiwas also kept in check by the
considerable numbers of families and individuals who emigrated to America,

earlier attempts at L ' Canada, Australia, and New Zealand in the first half of the nineteenth
improving the o o century..

image of their grounds to the public. Both books contain many photographs of the ] ) ] . R )

grounds, and the historical book even contains maps of their locations. Sadly some of The fluidity of Britainds mitgrant

these grounds are |l ost today and Mike FIl oa fgg@@tioﬁoﬁaﬁl i_%eveé"gﬁrg#mportrarg ffi’raﬂ]f raLghor' iq§ tork.er(fﬁm%aﬁvll\figgfe r

h in th opula while E ment thihking and “a new fasci
as they were in the past. science also played a part. Statistics were vital in this process, which was
described by philosophereemy Bentham in hi€onstitutional Codeas a
A new book which covers football grounds around the wholantry will be available 6 He adgardingevidencee | i ci tative and®  recordati v
later this yeakr:

The Industrial Revolution created fresh opportunities as well as

Football Grounds Frenzy: KenMike Floate Newlands Photographic. 2012; ISBN problems, and a new urban British middle class emerged. Although wealthy,
Number: 9781-90025%21-3. Available fromFootballGroundsrenzy2.com tlh'g %r%up vg;as unre{:)reseF?teci n parllamznt "f{md to addrests th'g prolblgrr% the
The Football Grounds of the Early 1900dike Floate,NewlandsPhotographic. 2014; rea e’ ot ¢ creat®e ne

X nineteenth century also saw a shift in mood, with the emergence of young
ISBN Number: 9781-90025724-4. Available fromFootballGroundsFrenzy2.com intellectuals, businessmen and pressgreups, such as the Philosophical

Radicals, who were eager for reform and with whom successive Whig
administrations had some sympathy, or perhaps tolerated to a greater extent
than the Tories.
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Government and its institutions still needed lb@come more
representative of society as a whole. Further pressure came from Non Magnum OpUS
conformists, who felt they were disadvantaged in a society where the Church Steve Cross

of England carried considerable economic sway as a landowner and collector

of tithes. Norconfornists also had limited access to education, as in most

towns in villages the only schools were -effoots of the local Anglican

church ¢é the Church of Engl and stild]l retained considerable in i n
British society and perhaps most significantly when imeato births

marriages and deaths, which were only recognised by the law if they were

recorded in Anglican parish registers. Nbmnf or mi sts needed 6a |l egally /
recognized means to prove family% relationships and establish inheritances. &
This was fulfilledwith the passage of the 1836 Civil Registration Acts. Steve moved from Yorkshire to Chatham with the Royal Navy in 1977, and has lived there ever

since. He was an engineer at BAe. Systems at Rochester Airport Works for 29 years, retiring in
o ; ; December 2008. He is now a volunteer at MALSC also a member of @d/ithe KFHS. He

di '[hg bne\f[vh S)gtem florR C'Y'It reg(])lirt_ratloréRbggar; gn 1 ‘]L:IVH 1837, has being researching his own family history since the birth of his son in 1985 and now enjoys
coordinated by the General Register Office ( ) at Somerset House in pojning others research their own families with the aidAotestry He also dabbles in the

London and the Registrar, Thomas Henry Lister. The Registraficts repair and improvement of digital or scanned hs.
establis,?hed the new system in 619 districts, which were based on the Poor Law P P 9 plgep
Unions:d

Football Grounds Frenzy: Kent

Notes

1. Chris CookThe Routledge Companion to Britain in the Nineteenth Century-1815 A brief guide to the Football Grounds of Kent and South East London
1914 (London: Routledge, 2005), p.103. By Mike Floate

2. Ibid, p.104.

3. T. R. MalthusAn Essay on the Principle of Populati@¢®xford University Press,

2008), p.61.

4. Margaret PellingCholera, Fever and English Medicine, 182865 (Oxford

University Press, 1978), p.82; Benthamorks ix. 4437.

5. Du)ncan Wattsyhigs, Radicals and berals 18151914 (London: Hodder Murray,

2002), p.19.

6. Daniel J. Friedman, Edward L. Hunter, R. Gibson Parrsiajth Statistics:

Shaping Policy and Practi ceOxfoa Uliverpity ove t he Popul ationd
Pregz, 2005), p.30.

7. Ibid.

Cholera: The Victorian Plagueby Amanda J. Thomas (Pen & Sword, Sept. 2015,

ISBN 9781783463503) is available to poeder online and at all good bookshops.

Visit t he Amazon website t o read Amandads
http://www.amazon.co.uk/AmandkThomas/e/BORSOFA3I/ref=ntt_dp_epwbk_0

Editords Footnotes wiTHeClockBowvarrn in the n Igli§etFlanesissaU %cadgr‘pician, railway enthusiast and football fan, the latter shows up
' quite markedly in thipublication! This is one of a series of books he has written, some

co-authored by fellow football enthusiasts, covering aspects of football grounds in
many parts of the country.

Do you watch football matches at the weekends with your children (youngdlr o
supporting your local village team to its home and away matches alike and have you
ever wondered what the ground will be like at the places they will be playing at, what
does the ground look like, what state is it in, how is it laid out, what fasilitas it got?
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News and Events
Calendar of Forthcoming Events and Exhibison

Friends of Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre

Talks

8 September, 7.30 pm,
Aspects of Huguenot Society
A talk by Amy Adams, Huguenot Museum, Rochester.

Saturday, 10 October, 7.30 pm,

Quiz Night.

£5 for members and nemembers, includingnterval ploughman's; tables of 6.
BOOKING REQUIRED (see below).

10 November 2015, 7.30 pm,
Army Chaplains in WW1.
A talk by Linda Parker.

8 March 2016, 7.30 pm,

Stroodds I ndustrial Heritage
A talk by Odette Buchanan.
Exhibitions

3 September 201531 October,
World War One 1915 (see page 47 for details).

Booking for FOMA talks is no longer necessary! Until further notice all events
are at Frindsbury Parish Hall, Church Green, ME2 4HY. Talks are £3 for
members, £5 noAamembers. Booking for Quiz Nights and enquiries through the
FOMA Secretary: Odette Buchanan, 72 Jersey Rd, Strood, ME2 3PE;
odette_buchanan@yahoo.co.uk; 01634 718231.

Magna Carta/Rochester Castle Siege Comemorative

HRH Princess Alexandra opens Rochesterdés new HugueA‘lﬁlﬁmﬁ\"EécﬁHé“Series
©Paul Herron

To celebrate 800 Years since Magna Carta and the Siege of Rochester Castle. Hosted
by FOMA, the Friend of Guildhall Museums and the City of Rochester Society at the

In addition to all of this, the museum has hosted our first few evenitdh have gone Guildhall Museum, Rochester.Doors open 7 pm for 7.30 pm start. Tickets £5
very well and | have been out and about running workshops and talks throughout Kent. (including refreshments), £3 for FOMA, CoRS and FOGM members, available from
More information on events and activities can be fourldémws and Eventsn page 10. The Guildhall Museum, in person (pleatke membership card(s)) and by writing to:

The Friends of Guildhall Museums, The Guildhall Museum, High Street, Rochester,
Kent, ME1 1PY; telephone 01634 332680.
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8 October 2015After Magna Carta: Barons and Battlefields of Kent,
Sir RobertWorcester, FOMA Vice President and Chairman of the International Magna
Carta Society.

15 OctoberKing John: Treachery, Tyranny and the road to Magna Carta,
Dr Marc Morris, historian of the Middle Ages, television presenter and biographer.

22 OctoberBuilding Rochester Castle,
Dr Jeremy Clarke, Guildhall Museum Education Officer.

12 NovemberMedieval Siege Warfare,
Richard Dunn, Director, Royal Engineers Museum.

For further details see .

Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre
Exhibitions

2 July 2015/ 1 September,
Strood: a place of industry,
By Jean Lear.

3 September 201531 October,
FOMA World War One 1915.

19 November 2015 19 January 2016,
Railway exhibition,
By Bob Ratcliffe.

Unless otherwise indicated, all the above are held at the Medway Archives and
Local Studies Centre, (MALSC) Civic Centre, Strood, Rochester, Kent ME2 4AU,
and all talks and events are now free of charge. Further information is available
from MALSC; please telephone 01634 332714 to book. TICKETS MUST BE
BOOKED IN ADVANCE. Please note: You may be aware that Medway Council
has been relocated to Gun Wharf. This move does not include MALSC and until
further notice, we are still to be found in the Clock Towerbuilding, Civic Centre,
Strood, Rochester, Kent ME2 4AU.

MALSC OPENING HOURS: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.00 am to
5.00 pm; Saturday 9.00 am to 4.00 pm. Wednesday and Sunday closed. For
Satnav please use ME2 2AD.

Eastgate House

EastgatdHouse i s one of Rochester 6s

| andmar ks.

Huguenot Museum Update
Amy Adams

Amy Adams ighe Learning and Community Engagement Officer at the Huguenot Museum,
Rochester. Amy was born and grew up in Gillingham and is passionate about the history of the
Medway Towns. She is a foundeember of the Brompton History Research Group and has
worked on a number of local history exhibitions in the area. Amy studied Classics at the
University of Reading before completing an MA in Cultural Heritage at the University of East
Anglia. She then returned to Kent to take up a career in museums. AmyeWiasigy worked

as Deputy Curator at the Royal Engineers Museum and Interpretation Manager at Maidstone
Museum.

July has been a busy and exciting month at the Huguenot Museum and we are looking
forward to our first summer season here in Rochester.

On 13July we welcomed HRH Princess Alexandra (pictuceerleaj through our

doors to officially open the museum.

It was a lovely day and a chance to thank many of those who gave their time and
donations to help create the new museum. With the party owasiback to business

to get everything ready for the summer holidays, but not before another visit from the
BBC. This time the film crew turned up
feature for a forthcoming episode. Keep an eye out for the nées serd you might

get to see our Director, Hannah Kay, talking to the celebrities!

Vikki Hoggins, our Visitor Services Assistant, has also been busy over the last month
developing our museum shop. We now have lots of new books, genealogy resources
and Higuenot pendants to buy as well as a replenished stock of Huguenot honey.

This month we have also been adding the final touches to our online collections.
Whilst we are still in the early stages and have lots more cataloguing to do, our BETA
version of «a@r online catalogue is now up and running at
www.huguenotmuseum.org/collections/ . Do have a look and please provide us with
any feedback you so we can ensure the website works smoothly. Comments can be
sent to learning@huguenotmuseum.org .

Built in the 1590s by Sir Peter Bucl

the most senior member of staff at Chatham Dockyard, its structure has been adapted
considerably over the years, but research has indicated that the original building may be
Medieval or earlier. A Heritage Lottery Grant awarded in January 2011 has enabled
Medway Council to begin planning conservation work on the house and to start
opening its doors once more to visitors. 41
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The king, as reported by William of Malmesbury, set up two siege castles to block any The contract was awarded to Fairhurst Ward Abbotts at the end of February 2015, a
exit or entrance. As the expected French forces, promised by Robert, failed to arrive,company experienced in working with restoration projects suthisVork began in

March and is due for completion in spring 2016.
Odo was unable to hold the castle and so retreated and returned to France. On 3 July 2015, www.kentonline.co.uklished the following news:

6[ Fairhurst Ward Abbott s] é has gone

Five years later William Il was back in Rochester for a meeting with Anselm, Abbott of than 250 jobs é based in Dartford,

Bec, to resolve their conflict over Ansel moOTsyersedfalys adf t ®r aceaepPleri hg posseivieircen ®4 s H

of Canterbur§. With the mediation of Gundulf, Bishop of Rochester, Anselm, with creditorsfiled a winding up petition. The company, which was granted the

only two of his three conditions met, accepted and was consecrated Archbishop. Queends Royal Warrant of Appointment
Al.6 million |l ast year according to i

At the time of going to press it is believed that the mistrator may have found a

Celebrations brought Henry |, the fourth son of William | and the third one to be King purchaser for FWA.

of England, to Rochester in 113@he rebuilt cathedral church and newly built priory
of StAndrew were consecrated by the Archbishop of Canterbury (William of Corbeil), Fyrther information can be obtained at: www.friendsofeastgatehouse.org on Facebook
who had the Castle Keep built in 1127, in the presence of the King on 8 May, though www.facebook.congastgatehousand on Twitter https://twitter.com/EastgateHouse

the celebrations must have been overshadowed by a fire that had destroyed much of thTo join the Friends of Eastgate House, please contact Terri Zbyszewska, The
citythepr evi ous day. The kingo6s contribut i (Membership Secretary, FOEH, 31 The Esplanade, RochestEl 1QW or at t he

church at Boxley. tzbyszewska@yahoo.co.uk; a copy of the membership form is also available on the
website.

Notes . .

1. Savage, Annanglo Saxon Chronicles The Clty of Rochester SOClety

2. Barlow, FrankWilliam Rufus " . .

3. Poole, A.L:.Domesday to Magna Carta, Oxford History of England nThe City of Rochester Society was found:
as a pleasant place to visit. The Society is still active today, helping to improve the
environment and quality of Il i fe iakenRoche

In the next issueThe Plantagenets from the City of Rochester Society website, www.@fyrochester.org.uk, where
further information on the society and how to join is available.

All talks are at The Moat House, 8 Crow Lane, Rochester, ME1 1RF. See the website

for further details. There is a small charge for events to defray expenses; please contact

the CoRS Secretary, Christine Furminger on 01634 320598 or at

cafurminger@blueyatter.co.uk for further information and how to join.

See Rochester's wealth of historic buildings and hear about the City's long and
fascinating history from an enthusiastic and knowledgeable guide of the City of
Rochester Society! Every Saturday, Sunddaiednesday and Public Holiday from
Good Friday until the end of October. Starting at 2.15 p.m. from The Visitors Centre,
High Street, Rochester. The tours are free of charge, but donations to Society funds are
always gratefully received.

The City of Rochester Society is emosting theMagna Carta/Rochester Castle Siege

Commemorative Autumn Lecture Seriesth FOMA and the Friends of Guildhall
Museums; see p.2 and pg8ior details.
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HUGUENOT MUSEUM

discover your story

Huguenot Museum Main Events

Heritage Open Day

12 September 10.00aim5.00pm

FREE entry. Donations Welcome!

Visit the museum for free on
and discover the history of our new home, 95 High Street.

Heri tage

A history of lace and lacemaking
29 September 2.30pm.30mm, £10.
Do you love lace? Join textile historian Lee Ault for a talk on the history of lace and

lacemaking. Lee will be demonstrating tools of the trade, showing amazing items of

lace and costume. There will even be a chance to have a go yourself!

Craft bench workshop: Extreme Stitching
10 October 10.00aiin4.00pm, £45.

Roll out the Red Carpet

P.J. Salter

Pat Salterworked at the Guildhall Museum Rochester and at MALSC for over 20 years. Sheis a
well known author and works includeMan of Many Parts Edwin Harris 1859 1938 Pat is
also a FOMA Vice President.

&/8 aerendeligDh?eal that IJ\gteS%I{[er hallz\')s%i&en s Spérrﬁisrsignsto senrigligve%écﬁnﬂbdxu
the Red Carpet, which will later be published in its entirety on the FOMA webHite

book is a compilation of work originally undertaken by Pat for an exhibitiddAtSC

and gives a fascinating insight into royal visits to the Medway Towns over the
centuries, from Anglo Saxon times right up to the present day. Thanks to Rob Flood
and Philip Dodd for helping to make publi@at possible.

useum

Introduction
The red carpethas been rolled out, literally or metaphorically, for royal visitors to the

Work with textile artist Cas Homes to create a distressed and reconstructed CO||agedMedway area for centurieddowever, the red carpet has not always been a celebratory

surface inspired by historic Huguenot Silk fabrics.

Family events: BigHuguenotDraw
Joinusthishalf er m and t e
canvases to print g

281 30 October

One hour sessions at 10.30am, 12.30pm and 2.30pm, £4 per child.

a k part in th
in itos all a

o

t get

Discover your story: Family History Course
4 November 2.00pri 5.00pm, £20.

Ever wanted to discover if you have Huguenot ancestors? Professional genealogist

Celia Heritage will show you how to start researching your family history on this half
day beginnerds course.

Make a silverringwi t h 6 Made by Orebo

21 November 1.00prh 4.00pm, £60.

Ever fancied trying your hand at jewellery making? This class will guide you through
the traditional silversmithingechniques needed to cut, shape and file your very own
beautiful silver ring.

Family events: Christmas crafts

Feeling festive? Have a go at making traditional Christmas decorations, from
pomanders to wreaths and tree decorations. There may even ke aradothe odd
mince pie at the museum. 6+years

23 December

One hour sessions at 10.30am, 12.30pm and 2.30pm, £4 per child

10

one. Wars, sieges, rebellions and invasions have been occasioned by, or resulted in,
carpetsf blood. The Medway area has been inhabited since ancient times but the first

or | d o'ovalyisitgr fnat we knoywof, with any cerfaiaty, was pefhelbert, iKing, fKegt; in6Q4

and theylatefteattie jimet writing, that ¢ the Rrincass Royal in Majek 20k1. 6 + vy e

Part Il

Normans
It is possible that William | passed through the area on his way to and from London.
However, there does not appear to be a record of any suchMesitbers of his family

were certainly hereAf t er Wi I | i amds d ethesutcessiondétwepnu t e
Williambés el dest son, Robert (Curthose) ¢
Robert was aided by Williamés half broth

who in 1088, according to the Anglo Saxon Chronidased nto Kent to his earldom

and destroyed it quickly, and the kingds
goods to his castle at Rochesterding William Il besieged Rochester in June of that

year, with a force he had gathered fralhover Englandpy forbidding all unjust taxes

and promised them better laws.
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The allies had learnt their lessbrthis time no short sea trip to a convenient European  Unless otherwise indicated, for all booking call 01634 789347, email

island but off to St. Helena in the southern Atlantic on board HNd8humberlando learning@huguenotmuseum.org or visit www.huguenotmusegm Huguenot
live out his days in exile. Museum, 95 High Street, Rochester, Kent, ME1 1L X

. _— . . Huguenot Museum: Childrendés Clubs
And so after recovering from the astonishing disbelief that at long last there was peace, g

England started on the long, hard road to reluctantly reform the ills that were daily The Saturday Club
becoming more obvious with the progress of the industrialluégea. 10.00am 12.00pm; £4 per child or £30 per year.
Are you super crafty? Join the Saturday Club and have a go at amazing arts and crafts
HMS Bellerophonwas one of the war ships built by the Strood and Frindsbury yards to 0nthe first Saturday of each month. 8+ years. Booking as above.
ease the pressure on the Dockyard during the Napoleonic Wars. She wagusrafifih

rate frigate designed by Sir Thomas Slade, who also designeditiBy and built at g gitp;grgrber gﬁﬂge samplers
Edward Greaves and Ni chdelerephodwas @lledthe y  #iQoYetnBer Y @ d . papiermaché crests
Billy Ruffianby her crew. It took 3,000 tons of oak from the Weald and three years to 5 December Decoupage decorations

build and was launched on 6 October, 1786, commissioned on 19 July, 1#@0. S . A _ .

distinguished herself at both the Battle of the Nile and the Battle of Trafalgar duringthe Chi | dr endés Cinema: French Film Club _
25 years before she had the honour of %@;%é@nf%rtmorﬁ;'g%is?ﬁse%’ﬁr@ﬁ é%?c?%@g@ 'yQoQulprlméonw@né rf'coloadﬁ fsai nédr Cdbrh
she was deommissioned and finished her life as a prison hulk off Shegrri@se to a A ' : ;

shortage of prison accommodation after the war the hulks which had housed the PErSO"- To book visit www.rochesterfilmsociety.co.uk

prisoners of war were used to house ordinary felons. BEl®&rophonwas eventually 19 September Hugo

sold to breakers at Plymouth for £4,030 and broken up in 1834. 17 October Hunchback of Notre Dame
14 November Ratatouille
19 December Beauty & the Beast

Notes .

1. Odette Buchanan has written about Caleb Parfect in her b®ulg Gentlemen of Strood Huguenot Museum: Storytime

Published by the City of Rochester Society, it contains biographies of two Strood men separatedBr i ng your wunder 506s al ongil&Q0am t haVehfunr s d a
by a centuryCaleb Parfect and Henry Smethamn  Odet t eds wod diesd ibood the dvithtpropseandegames as we bring a different story to life each week. From Maisy to
i mproving Stroodo6s citizens. 0 He nr y Hisarye t h a Blmer ditfle rHougah@ thehungdy catergiliar Tdys éndl Pldy imats availiléled even t h e
of Strood. He also had a hand in many local affairs and societies. Caleb Parfect, an eccentrlckgﬁ for the growmg)s. 05 years. See our website (www.huguenotmuseum.org) for a
Ko geP

minister, tried to put the world to rightsasivel as hel ping the poor. &0 | Sn : |
written, well sourced and illustrated. Anyone with an interest in local history or Strood will find ytllgt' £3.5 ild, atiult ifeg. SNo'héed to book, justturn up!

some fascinating facts about these two akatbwn Strood gentlemen in this publication. A 10.17 & 24 S b
bargain at anere £5.00. Available to purchase from the Medway Archives and Local Studies - eptember

Centre or the City of Rochester Society (please contact Alan Mo$.@8% 721886 or at 1,8, 15 & 22 October
Alan.Moss1@btinternet.com). 5,12, 19 & 26 November
2.7 6. Henry SmethanHfistory of Strood 3, 10, & 17 December

7.1 8. Jenny Unglowin These Times

. The Huguenot Museum is open Wednesdaly Saturday 10ami 5pm on the top
Bibliography & Acknowledgements two floors of 95 High Street, Rochester, Kent. Entrance is £4 for adults and £3
Eggtc())r:;/h(l)l:‘ISﬁotOéH%ncl)’de?n :tha,mm)demteijhanewe m concessions and can be validated for 21 months with gift-aid. For more
lllustrated English Social History, Vol, &. M Trevelyan information or to get in touch visit www.huguenotmuseum.org, call 01634 789347
In These Timeslenny Unglow or email learning@huguenotmuseum.org

Maritime Medway Dr. Clarke & Guildhall Museum Staff
Medway Prison HulkK. R. Gulvin

The Medway Towns: River, Docks and Urban Life (England's Past for EveryaneSandra i i

The Medway (Eng yone Friends of Broomhill

Medway Towns 17901850, Tony Denholm ) . )

Two Gentlemen of Strop@dette Buchanan Broomhill Park has been awardedsaeen Flag for the fifth year runninthe Award
recognises the best green spaces in the courfgase also lend a hand to help

Thanks andgratitude to Borough ArchivistAlison Cable and the evehelpful staff of the improve our outstanding high score in the RHS South East in Bloom competition.

Medway Archives and Local Studies.
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Healthy Walks On 9 April there was an announcement from the Foreign Office that Napoleon had
Every Tuesday, meet at Strood Library at 9.45 am. A guidedlasant walk with abdicated the crowns of France and ltaly. The Treaty of Fontainebleau was signed,
wonderful views overlooking the Medway and Thames, and woodland paths. Duration exiling Napoleon to Elba and restoring Louis KMo the throne. Celebrations were

about 60 minutes. Complimentary tea and coffee served in the library after the walk. widespread and magnificent. Throughout Britain there were street parties, sporting
Sorry- dogs not allowed in the library. Contact: 01634 333720. events and o6people paraded the streets

TaskDays gr eat est’wpt orfe wisséne@nTide toll gate at Angel Corner, Strood, was
First Sunday of September, October, November, December, 2015, February, March,peautifully decorated with masses of flowers and there was a grand jubilee in London
é‘t rSIIéZt%lrr?k-)er litter pick on 1 August to coincide with the centenary of Hanoverian rule. As an aside, this was
4 Oth)oberT scrub cFI)ear over shadowed by a ChsPRakesathing firg dt éelain therakeS t .
1% Novembeii bulb plant killing two men and some swans. The incident drew huge crowds who thought it was
6" Decembeii shrub plant part of the entertainment.

7:: Februaryi Bob Wade commemoration scrub clear

6" March Wild flower plant, 8 April i litter pick & scrub clear. Sadly by the time winter arrived so had the discharged soldiers and sailors, many

Meet at King Arthurds Drive Car Park Indimdd@nd &l Tnepoyed Hardslip sét @ tofthe Me¥dhants dh@® thrders ®ob, asith@ © |

provided. Two hours of free, healthy fun! price of corn fell. In March 1815 there were riots and demonstrations against a bill

progressing through parliament to ban foreign corn imports when the price of wheat fell

Other Events below80shilhgs a quarter. 6Bread or Blood!d

Saturday, 12 September, 2.004.00 PMi Forage Day

Thursday, 24 September Annual Talk, 7.45 for 8.00 pm at old library building hall, . .
Bryant Road, StroodSt roodos Leisure & Plbg ©detier e PhiP ¥arch pewsaiived thatNapoleon had escaped from Elba and landed in France.

S

Buchanan. But the news got worse. A few days later there arrived reports of his safe arrival in
Paris! Notonly hadtherebeeno r esi st ance to his progres:c
For further details see park notice boamgw.friendsoforommhill.org.uk, find us on from the south more and more soldiers and sailors had defected to his cause. In
Facebook or contact Odette BUChanan, Secretary, 01634 718231, or emaiIEng|and there was a hasty_rrmsering of soldiers and Sa”orsgo,ooo troops
odette_buchanan@yahoo.co.uk converged on Canterbury and marched talDe board ships for Flanders. The

population waited anxiously with an ever growing fear of invasion. Rumours emerged
of fighting around a place called Waterloo, south of Brussels, and then a great sigh of

The FrlendSOf,the Guildhall Museums relief when on 21 Juade, Henky®drdy,iamiged io bodden e x h
www.friendsoftheguildhall.com with the news that Napoleon Bonaparte had been defeatedM®hgng Chronicle
announced:

The Friends of the Guildhall Museums is a group which supports the work of two ,
i mportant but very diff er-¢teGuildedl Museumins of MeWMewaSyo&P neh ¢t RHpess to announce the

Rochester and the Old Brook Pumping Station in Chatham. Supporting the Guildhall obtained by the Duke of Wellington and which willéwer exalthe glory of the
Museums wi help conserve our local history for generations to come through British name. o

specialist events and opportunities designed to educate and inspire, telling the stories of

the Medway Towns. For all events please contact: Events Organiser: Chris It was conveniently forgotten that six other nations had formed the alliance to defeat

Furminger (01634 320598or cafurminger@blueyonder.co.uk him. The carnage of the battle was overwhelming, many soldiers involved were

The Friends of Guildhall Museumis cohosting theMagna Carta/Rochester Castle amazed they and a few others had come oue.aliBritish tourists visited the battle
Siege Commemorative Autumn Lecture Sewéth FOMA and theCity of Rochester field for several months with a ghoulish aim to bring back macabre souvenirs.
Society see p.2 and pp-8 for details.
Meanwhile, Bonaparte admitted defeat and on 15 July 1815 he surrendered to Captain
See opposite fadetails of the Siege 1215 Exhibition. Maitland of HMSBellerophon When it arrived at Tody and then Plymouth crowds
lined the shore to catch a glimpse of the Bogey man that had haunted their lives for the
past 20 year$ many who fell at Waterloo were not yet born when the wars started.
They noted his white pantaloons, his thinning hair faretl steady look.
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al so records of member s comments on their reasons for I
Dockyard, 6 6resigned from il/| heal th, 6 édischarged having
resigned from | ameness. 6 coOndéulavbadsd what i smi ssed for i mproper
that was?

Volunteers appear to have usually met in @réspin and Crispianugpub in Strood.

One such meeting was a court of enquiry laid against Mr. Gibbs who was charged with

neglect of duty. He had not risen for a 3am mustemarch to Mote Park for the

Review, but had rather travelled there later in his own coach; he had then stood in the

wrong place. Gibbs had also apparently refused to join in the viietorgle joiewhen

the Dutch fl eet was alenothirgtoadwith theacgrpswhile he woul d 6h

t hat f ool Ho we s ® Heardfused lideave chis bom aeardheddwhen a

musket bal l we nt mi ssing and to cr-own it al I, 6he was so
establishment many refused to serve if he had a commidsi@he charges were

upheld and Gibbs dismissed. An ensign named Thomas Edward Hulkes replaced him.

Thanks to Napoleonbés strategic errors and the strength of
never did invade England. The Volunteers proved useful locakgéping the peace

and at a time when there was no police force as such. On one occasiamiutiteers

managed to control a riot in Chatham caused by the high price of provisions. The

records show the recalcitrant Gibbs was in trouble yet again onodtuiasioni

apparently he fell out without permission and went home down Gun Lane.

As with the Home Guard in the Second World War, the Volunteers came in for a lot of
ridicule from the regular army as well as the rest of the population. Lieutenant Howes
even fought a duel with a regular officer for which the officer was dismissed. The local

eav
fi

t

garrison commander subsequently warned officers not to ridi

have come forward with a degree of loyalty and spirit which do them the greatest

i ng:
ts, o

disliked that

he Royal

cedPtSm&t ham hi mself quoted a conundr um: OWhy are the Volunteers |

Nelson? Answer: Because the last thing Nelson did was to die for his country and that
is the |l ast t hi n Jhetelwas aVecset inasorg eaing thewouhdsatd o . 6

t hat ti me which went: 6But should a Frenchman on our coast

mercy on ea’®h Volunteer. 6

In 1793 the government had given assurance that the war would be finished in months
(sounds familiar?). Yet it continued until 1802 with thestfiTreaty of Amiens, which

gave a pause for breath, and on to 1813. By this time some 300,000 men had been
killed and many more wounded and maimed. A side effect of the bad winter of 1813
14 was a lack of news with mail coaches due to impassable niesls, were also
frozen. News eventually started to filter through in April 1814 and it appeared to be
optimistic. Wellington had defeated the Spanish in the Peninsula Wars and crossed the
Pyrenees into France. Then there was yet another mad paniue®@ started of
French victories in the north and the stock market crashed as investors rushed to
convert shares into cash.
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